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Traffic, access Support for a new connection linking Village Road to the Mattock’s Tree National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of
and modelling Green junction to Hatch Beauchamp as it would allow access from Village the scheme.
Road to A358 Taunton and Ash Road.
152 Traffic, access Support for a new connection linking Village Road to the Mattock’s Tree National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of N/A
and modelling Green junction to provide access to Hatch Beauchamp as it is considered the scheme.
that this is essential as the road through Meare Green is completely
unsuitable for traffic due to single lane.
153 Traffic, access Support for scheme as its essential for local access to Hatch Beauchamp National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of N/A
and modelling the scheme.
154 Traffic, access Supports proposals for a new connection linking Village Road and National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of N/A
and modelling Mattock’s Tree Green as considers that its good to keep local areas the scheme.
connected.
155 Traffic, access Support for proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to the National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of N/A
and modelling Mattock’s Tree Green Junction as this is considered to enable local traffic to | the scheme.
flow better.
156 Traffic, access Supports proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to the National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of N/A
and modelling Mattock’s Tree Green junction to provide access to Hatch Beauchamp, as it | the scheme.
is considered that joining the A358 from Hatch Beauchamp can be difficult
and therefore this proposed element should ease this problem.
157 Traffic, access Support proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to Mattock’s National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of N/A
and modelling Tree Green junction. the scheme.
158 Traffic, access Supports proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to the National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of N/A
and modelling Mattock’s Tree Green junction to provide access to Hatch Beauchamp as it | the scheme.
is considered that this would halve journey times to this village.
159 Traffic, access Support for proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to the National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of N/A
and modelling Mattock’s Tree Green junction as it is considered that local connections the scheme.
have to be catered for.
160 Traffic, access Supports proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to the National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of N/A
and modelling Mattock’s Tree Green junction to provide access to Hatch Beauchamp. the scheme.
Highlights the importance in maintaining residents local access to the new
A358.
161 Traffic, access Supports proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to the National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of N/A
and modelling Mattock’s Tree Green junction to provide access to Hatch Beauchamp as the scheme.
considers them needed for local communities.
162 Traffic, access Support for the proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of N/A
and modelling Mattock’s Tree Green junction to provide access to Hatch Beauchamp for the scheme.
residents and local businesses. Considers it to be a huge improvement
over the existing junction opposite the lay-by.
163 Traffic, access Supports the proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to the National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of N/A
and modelling Mattock’s Tree Green junction as considers Hatch Beauchamp is a busy the scheme.
village which needs as many access points to the A358 as possible.
164 Traffic, access Supports the proposals as they are vital to reduce traffic through Henlade. National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of N/A
and modelling the scheme.
165 Traffic, access Supports proposals as would improve access onto the A358 at busy National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of N/A
and modelling periods. Notes it is currently easier to get access to the A358 via Meare the scheme.
Green/Thornfalcon.
166 Traffic, access Supports the proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to the National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of N/A
and modelling Mattock’s Tree Green junction as considers it provides better access to the scheme.
Hatch Beauchamp
167 Traffic, access Considers the proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to the National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of N/A
and modelling Mattock’s Tree Green junction to provide access to Hatch Beauchamp for the scheme.
residents and local businesses is necessary
168 Traffic, access Notes that the Village Road link onto Mattock’s Tree Green junction is National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of Yes
and modelling essential to avoid local traffic using unsuitable roads. the scheme.
It should be noted that feedback from the 2021 statutory consultation identified opportunities to make
changes to the Mattock’s Tree Green junction, particularly to consider how best to incorporate the junction

Appendix Table 5.1F Summary of matters raised in relation to Q2c of the feedback questionnaire in relation to proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to the Mattock’s Tree Green junction to provide access to Hatch
Beauchamp for residents and local businesses and the National Highways response




Row

Number

Matters raised in response to consultation — matters copied verbatim

Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

with Village Road towards Hatch Beauchamp. Having considered these responses and carried out further
design development, National Highways proposed a new connection on the Mattock’s Tree Green
junction eastern roundabout for Village Road. This would replace the previously proposed priority junction
connecting to the A378 towards Langport and Wrantage and provide space to incorporate a new
signalised crossing for walkers, cyclists and horse-riders on the A378 at the location of the existing
signalised junction.

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

169

Traffic, access
and modelling

Notes that the new connection gives access to Hatch Beauchamp from
North Curry

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of
the scheme.

It should be noted that feedback from the 2021 statutory consultation identified opportunities to make
changes to the Mattock’s Tree Green junction, particularly to consider how best to incorporate the junction
with Village Road towards Hatch Beauchamp. Having considered these responses and carried out further
design development, National Highways proposed a new connection on the Mattock’s Tree Green
junction eastern roundabout for Village Road. This would replace the previously proposed priority junction
connecting to the A378 towards Langport and Wrantage and provide space to incorporate a new
signalised crossing for walkers, cyclists and horse-riders on the A378 at the location of the existing
signalised junction.

Yes

170

Traffic, access
and modelling

Suggests that, should the road proceed, Hatch Beauchamp traffic needs to
access Mattock’s Tree Green Junstion and not use the smaller lanes
around Meare Green as first proposed.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of
the scheme.

It should be noted that feedback from the 2021 statutory consultation identified opportunities to make
changes to the Mattock’s Tree Green junction, particularly to consider how best to incorporate the junction
with Village Road towards Hatch Beauchamp. Having considered these responses and carried out further
design development, National Highways proposed a new connection on the Mattock’s Tree Green
junction eastern roundabout for Village Road. This would replace the previously proposed priority junction
connecting to the A378 towards Langport and Wrantage and provide space to incorporate a new
signalised crossing for walkers, cyclists and horse-riders on the A378 at the location of the existing
signalised junction.

Yes

171

Traffic, access
and modelling

Support for proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to the
Mattock’s Tree Green junction to provide access to Hatch Beauchamp.
Considers that without the link from Mattock’s Tree Green junction to
Village Road it would become very difficult to get to Neroche.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of
the scheme.

It should be noted that feedback from the 2021 statutory consultation identified opportunities to make
changes to the Mattock’s Tree Green junction, particularly to consider how best to incorporate the junction
with Village Road towards Hatch Beauchamp. Having considered these responses and carried out further
design development, National Highways proposed a new connection on the Mattock’s Tree Green
junction eastern roundabout for Village Road. This would replace the previously proposed priority junction
connecting to the A378 towards Langport and Wrantage and provide space to incorporate a new
signalised crossing for walkers, cyclists and horse-riders on the A378 at the location of the existing
signalised junction.

Yes

172

Traffic, access
and modelling

Support for proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to the
Mattock’s Tree Green junction to provide access to Hatch Beauchamp; and
considers that it is necessary for local residents to be able to joining the
roads given the current unsatisfactory proposal.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of
the scheme.

It should be noted that feedback from the 2021 statutory consultation identified opportunities to make
changes to the Mattock’s Tree Green junction, particularly to consider how best to incorporate the junction
with Village Road towards Hatch Beauchamp. Having considered these responses and carried out further
design development, National Highways proposed a new connection on the Mattock’s Tree Green
junction eastern roundabout for Village Road. This would replace the previously proposed priority junction
connecting to the A378 towards Langport and Wrantage and provide space to incorporate a new
signalised crossing for walkers, cyclists and horse-riders on the A378 at the location of the existing
signalised junction.

Yes

173

Traffic, access
and modelling

Support for a new connection linking Village Road to Mattock’s Tree Green
junction as it is considered that this access is required. Concern raised that
a lot more petrol would be spent using this route if used daily.

Concern that HGVs and agricultural vehicles might not have sufficient
access.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of
the scheme.

N/A

174

Traffic, access
and modelling

Considers the connection linking Village Road to Mattock’s Tree Green
essential if the scheme persists in not allowing traffic to join the new road

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of
the scheme.

N/A
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directly from Hatch Beauchamp or Bickenhall. Concerned that without link
access for local traffic would be limited and journey times would increase.

175 Traffic, access Concerned the new connection linking Village Road to Mattock’s Tree By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
and modelling Green junction will be used as a rat run and increase the volume of traffic alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
on local roads. other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.
176 Traffic, access Considers little attention is being paid to the practicalities of local road National Highways have undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the | N/A
and modelling access and impacts on users changes in routeing. Most villages in the vicinity of the A358 will see little change in their routes to the
east and west. Bridges and underpasses are provided or retained to allow local connectivity across the
A358 once it is upgraded to a high-quality, high-performing dual carriageway, with parallel roads provided
to access the junctions more directly than using the existing local road network. It is acknowledged that
some of these routes are longer than the existing routes that cross the A358, however these routes are
safer than those currently available due to entirely avoiding the need to interact with traffic on the A358.

Checks on journey times between local villages and both the M5 junction 25 and Southfields roundabout
have been carried out using the traffic modelling. These show that generally there are reductions in
overall journey times due to the much faster speed of the scheme, although some trips have slightly
longer journey times. Journey time reliability is improved with the scheme due to the road being safer and
there being safe opportunities to overtake slower vehicles.

The methodology and results of the traffic modelling is reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal
Report (Document Reference 7.4).

177 Traffic, access Concern the proposals will increase journey times from those travelling National Highways have undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the | N/A
and modelling from villages on the Bickenhall side of the A358 to access Hatch changes in routeing. Most villages in the vicinity of the A358 will see little change in their routes to the
Beauchamp. east and west. Bridges and underpasses are provided or retained to allow local connectivity across the

A358 once it is upgraded to a high-quality, high-performing dual carriageway. It is acknowledged that
some of these routes are longer than the existing routes that cross the A358, however these routes are
safer than those currently available due to entirely avoiding the need to interact with traffic on the A358.

Checks on journey times between local villages and both the M5 junction 25 and Southfields roundabout
have been carried out using the traffic modelling. These show that generally there are reductions in
overall journey times due to the much faster speed of the scheme, although some trips have slightly
longer journey times. Journey time reliability is improved with the scheme due to the road being safer and
there being safe opportunities to overtake slower vehicles.

The methodology and results of the traffic modelling is reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal
Report (Document Reference 7.4).

178 Traffic, access Concerned that road traffic would increase through Hatch Beauchamp. By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
and modelling Notes the roads are not fit to carry increased volumes of traffic and that alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
such increases would be detrimental to the village and its residents in terms | other local road users to get around.

of congestion, air pollution and noise pollution.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report

(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative

Appendix Table 5.1F Summary of matters raised in relation to Q2c of the feedback questionnaire in relation to proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to the Mattock’s Tree Green junction to provide access to Hatch
Beauchamp for residents and local businesses and the National Highways response



Matter relevant
Row to adesign

Matters raised in response to consultation — matters copied verbatim Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act chango 7 (V/N

or N/A)

Number

routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

179 Traffic, access Concern the proposals will increase traffic through Hatch Beauchamp from | By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
and modelling villages on the Bickenhall side of the A358 as states direct access from this | alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
side has been removed. other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.
180 Traffic, access Concern the scheme will result in increased traffic along Village Road which | By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
and modelling will cause reduce safety and increase noise and pollution levels alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.
181 Traffic, access Objects to proposals as concerned traffic will direct through Hatch By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
and modelling Beauchamp and result in the roads being dangerous for pedestrians. alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.
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Concerned the proposals will increase traffic through Hatch Beauchamp
and in doing so destroy the village.
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Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing
alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

183 Traffic, access
and modelling

Disagrees with the proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to
the Mattock’s Tree Green junction to provide access to Hatch Beauchamp
as concern this proposals will create a rat run through Hatch Beauchamp

By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

184 Traffic, access
and modelling

Objects to proposals as considers they will increase traffic flow through
Hatch Beauchamp and other villages. Notes the proposals have no benefits
for residents of Hatch Beauchamp.

By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

185 Traffic, access
and modelling

Concern the proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to the
Mattock’s Tree Green junction to provide access to Hatch Beauchamp will
increase rat running through Hatch Beauchamp.

By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.
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Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

186 Traffic, access Concerned that the proposed connection linking Village Road to the By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
and modelling Mattock’s Tree green junction will create additional traffic through Hatch alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
Beauchamp other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.
187 Traffic, access Acknowledges that Hatch Beauchamp needs access, however they do not | By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
and modelling need increased traffic through their village. alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

188 Traffic, access Concern that this connection will act as a ‘rat-run’ taking traffic through By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
and modelling Hatch Beauchamp, undermining the original purpose of the by-pass to alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
avoid the village other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.
189 Traffic, access Suggests that the current proposals will increase traffic through Hatch By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
and modelling Beauchamp. Considers it imperative that there is a link from village Road to | alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.
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the junction otherwise community severance and disruption will be even
greater. National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.
190 Traffic, access Concerned that the proposals will result in increased local traffic passing By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
and modelling through Hatch Beauchamp to access the A358 due to reduced access alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
points. Concerned large farm vehicles will conflict with heavier amounts of other local road users to get around.

traffic using the local lanes alongside WCH and vehicular traffic conflicts.
Notes the lanes are narrow in points meaning vehicles will often have to National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
reverse to let cars and tractors pass. changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.
191 Traffic, access Concern the scheme will result in increased rat running By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
and modelling alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.
192 Traffic, access Highlights the need for many access points from the A358 to Hatch By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
and modelling Beauchamp as it is a busy village with several businesses alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the

Appendix Table 5.1F Summary of matters raised in relation to Q2c of the feedback questionnaire in relation to proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to the Mattock’s Tree Green junction to provide access to Hatch
Beauchamp for residents and local businesses and the National Highways response



Row

Number

Matters raised in response to consultation — matters copied verbatim

Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

193

Traffic, access
and modelling

Support for new connection linking Village Road to the Mattock’s Tree
Green junction to provide access to Hatch Beauchamp. Concern raised
about the extent to which additional traffic is routed via Hatch Beauchamp
as a consequence of sections 3 & 4 of the plans. Highlights that if there is
significant increase in traffic then Village Road may not cope with additional
volume and this could also lead to queueing onto the junction at Mattock’s
Green.

By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing
alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

N/A

194

Traffic, access
and modelling

Objects to proposals as considers they would route additional traffic
through Hatch Beauchamp, which is unsuitable as single lane in many
places and without a pavement for pedestrians. Notes the A358 was
originally built as a bypass to take away traffic from Hatch Beauchamp and
Village Road.

Considers there would be no benefits of proposals to local residents or
businesses.

By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing
alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

N/A

195

Traffic, access
and modelling

Highlights from local knowledge that traffic will increase through Hatch
Beauchamp on Village Road. Concerned that without this increase in traffic
being reflected in National Highways modelling, no suitable mitigation
actions will be taken.

By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing
alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

N/A

196

Traffic, access
and modelling

Considers the scheme would encourage rat running through Hatch
Beauchamp

By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing
alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report

N/A

Appendix Table 5.1F Summary of matters raised in relation to Q2c of the feedback questionnaire in relation to proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to the Mattock’s Tree Green junction to provide access to Hatch
Beauchamp for residents and local businesses and the National Highways response




Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

Row

Number Matters raised in response to consultation — matters copied verbatim Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.
197 Traffic, access Concern proposal would create rat-running. By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
and modelling alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.
198 Traffic, access Concern that the proposed new road would cut off local people from By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
and modelling accessing the A358 nearer to properties and therefore that they would be alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
forced to divert through local villages causing increased traffic, congestion other local road users to get around.

and road safety issues in villages and along narrow country lanes.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

199 Traffic, access Support proposals for a new connection linking Village Road to the By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
and modelling Mattock’s Tree Green junction to provide access to Hatch Beauchamp. alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
Considers that Village Road requires safety improvements, financed by other local road users to get around.
National Highways, to manage the increased volume of traffic to
compensate for the reduction in A358 access points. National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the

changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.
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Traffic, access Considers the scheme displaces potential traffic flow issues from one By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing
and modelling location to another within the scheme boundary. alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.
201 Traffic, access Requests the proposals are subject to speed limits to reduce speeding an By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
and modelling minimise the risk of rat-running. alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.
202 Traffic, access Concern that existing access roads will become ratruns as villages By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
and modelling surrounding the A358 will have more limited access to the road alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.
203 Traffic, access Concern the scheme will impact on properties and the quality of life for By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
and modelling residents alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.
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Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

204 Traffic, access Considers proposals necessary for local resident accessibility. National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of N/A
and modelling the scheme.
205 Traffic, access Disagrees with the proposals for a new connection linking Village road to By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing No
and modelling the Mattock’s Tree Green junction as considers the proposals will move alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
traffic around quicker and that villages will be inundated with extra traffic other local road users to get around.

causing problems to the local area and residents
National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact
on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with
Somerset Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

206 Traffic, access Object to proposals for new connection linking Village Road to the The new connection linking Village Road to the Mattock’s Tree Green junction was included in the design | No
and modelling Mattock’s Tree Green junction to provide access to Hatch Beauchamp as it | presented at the 2021 statutory consultation, then again in a modified form in the 2022 supplementary
is considered that this is not needed and would be a waste of money. consultation. This was because feedback suggested that there were concerns that residents and
Suggestion to widen the A358 instead. businesses would suffer from reduced access to Hatch Beauchamp in terms of increased journey times,

and that they would have to divert onto using narrow roads like the road through Meare Green, which
would cause safety issues.

Including the Village Road link reduces journey times and contributes to monetised user benefits, which
contributes to the value for money assessment and economic case for this scheme The economic case
also considers non-monetised assessments such as those related to severance. As such, the Village
Road link is considered to be worth including in the scheme design. The methodology and results of the
economic appraisal is reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference
7.4).

The A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme proposes to replace the existing single carriageway of
A358 between M5 junction 25 and Southfields roundabout with high-quality, high-performing dual
carriageway. As such, the proposed scheme is effectively a widening of the A358.

207 Walking, Cycling Supports the proposals as remove the need for cyclists to use the A358. National Highways acknowledges the support received in relation to the walking, cycling and horse-riding | N/A
and Horse-riders proposals.
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Appendix Table 5.1G Summary of matters raised in relation to Q2d of the feedback questionnaire in relation to any other comments about our plans for Section 2: Mattock’s Tree Green junction to

Griffin Lane and the National Hi

Alternatives to
the scheme

hways response

Matters raised in response to consultation — matters copied verbatim

Consider there should simply be a slip road to enable southbound access
to the A358 from village road.

Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

For the A358 to become a high quality dual carriageway, junctions along its length must provide a safe means
with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed, complying with the Design Manual for
Roads and Bridges (DMRB) CD 122. As such, most of the direct local road accesses have been removed and
access to the A358 is from new grade separated junctions at Mattock’s Tree Green and Ashill.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed an
approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic impacts
and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the local road
network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact on aspects such
as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with Somerset Council on the
details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

Matter relevant

to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

2 Alternatives to
the scheme

Highlights that there are traffic congestion problems with the existing A358
Taunton-Southfields at each end of the stretch. States that the Taunton
end requires a by-passing of the village of Henlade and that this should be
easily achieved by constructing a new carriageway between the existing
Nexus roundabout and the start of the existing dual carriageway East of the
village. The Southfields end requires continuing A303 traffic to be kept off
the roundabout and that this should be easily achieved by means of a
flyover across the roundabout for the A303 carriageway.

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation feedback,
and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the
selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
(Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required to provide a continuous high-quality, high-
performing dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking opportunities. This would
improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections, and improve safety by
reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new
dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways
are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this
section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme is being
considered as part of a pipeline of scheme that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy
(RIS3) period (2025-2030). In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for
RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030) will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4
(beyond 2030). All the schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will
be taken forward into construction.

N/A

3 Alternatives to
the scheme

Objects to the scheme as disagrees with private car usage and considers
focus should be had on public transport and active travel

Alternatives to the scheme including different modes of transport were considered as part of the option
identification and appraisal process, leading to the Preferred Route Announcement in June 2019. This
concluded that even substantial improvements to public transport provision, predominantly in the form of rail
improvements, would not sufficiently reduce the number of vehicles to help address the identified problems
along the A303/A358 corridor.

N/A

4 Biodiversity

Highlights the exceptional quality of wildlife and plants on Griffin Lane and
objects to their disturbance.

The proposals have been informed by extensive ecological surveys which have fed into the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) process. A mitigation hierarchy approach has been applied to the scheme design;
seeking firstly to avoid, or reduce adverse effects on valued ecological features and then to mitigate those
which cannot be reduced. Where impacts upon protected species and habitats have been identified, specific
mitigation strategies have been developed and agreed with Natural England; these are included within the
Environmental Statement (Document reference 6.2) submitted with the DCO application.

Areas of habitat creation are included within the scheme as replacement for those habitats lost to construction.
These areas of habitat creation would include plant species of local provenance, in keeping with the character
of the local landscape, and of benefit to biodiversity. Furthermore, habitat creation areas have been designed
to, once established, improve ecological connectivity through the local landscape along the A358, by
connecting up existing parcels of semi-natural habitats. In recognition of the time required for created habitats
to provide an equivalent biodiversity value to those lost, larger areas of habitat would be created in comparison
to those lost to ensure a net increase in habitat area. As detailed within the Environmental Management Plan
(EMP) (Document reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1) submitted with the DCO application, these habitats would be
subject to long-term management and monitoring to maximise the outcomes for biodiversity.

N/A

5 Climate

Concerned the scheme would increase carbon emissions, which is
unacceptable in a climate emergency and highlights we must reduce

National Highways is cognisant of the changes introduced by the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target
Amendment) Order 2019, and the net-zero ambition is set out within the amendments. The Secretary of State

No
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emissions by 68% by 2030 under the Paris agreement. Highlights that the
climate chapter of the PEI Report states carbon emissions would increase.

Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

supports delivery of emission reductions through a system of five-year carbon budgets that set a trajectory for
reducing greenhouse gas production to 2050. In response to the carbon budgets, the Department for
Transport has published The Road to Zero which sets out steps towards cleaner road transport and delivering
the Industrial Strategy.

National Highways ‘Net Zero Highways: our 2030/ 2040/ 2050 plans’ outlines its ambitious plan to be net zero
by 2050.

National Highways is required by the National Policy Statement for National Networks to assess the effects of
the scheme in relation to carbon emissions and climate change, including an assessment of the significance of
any increase within the context of the relevant UK carbon budget period. The climate assessment presented
within the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report considered impacts over a 60 year period and
compared emissions against the UK 4th carbon budget (construction emissions) and the 5th and 6th carbon
budgets (for operation). This assessment has also been incorporated into Environmental Statement Chapter
14 Climate (Document Reference 6.2), which outlines the measures taken to avoid and mitigate carbon
emissions through the design of the scheme. It also describes an assessment of any likely significant climate
factors in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations and
concludes in all cases the emissions calculated demonstrated no impact on the ability of the UK Government
to meet these carbon budgets, and no significant effect on climate.

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

6 Climate

Objects to the principle of development. Considers the road cannot be
justified given the context of the climate and ecological emergency.
Concerned the scheme does not take this emergency seriously or follow
environmental science. Suggests the money should be spent on rebuilding
nature rather than destroying the countryside.

National Highways acknowledge concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising from the
scheme. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document
Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on
local people and businesses (including reducing impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve connectivity
for local residents and other road users.

As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts, and
then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation measures we have adopted are described in the
Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

National Highways is cognisant of the changes introduced by the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target
Amendment) Order 2019, and the net-zero ambition is set out within the amendments. The Secretary of State
supports delivery of emission reductions through a system of five-year carbon budgets that set a trajectory for
reducing greenhouse gas production to 2050. In response to the carbon budgets, the Department for
Transport has published The Road to Zero which sets out steps towards cleaner road transport and delivering
the Industrial Strategy.

National Highways ‘Net Zero Highways: our 2030/ 2040/ 2050 plans’ outlines its ambitious plan to be net zero
by 2050.

National Highways is required by the National Policy Statement for National Networks to assess the effects of
the scheme in relation to carbon emissions and climate change, including an assessment of the significance of
any increase within the context of the relevant UK carbon budget period. The climate assessment presented
within the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report considered impacts over a 60 year period and
compared emissions against the UK 4th carbon budget (construction emissions) and the 5th and 6th carbon
budgets (for operation). This assessment has also been incorporated into Environmental Statement Chapter
14 Climate (Document Reference 6.2), which outlines the measures taken to avoid and mitigate carbon
emissions through the design of the scheme. It also describes an assessment of any likely significant climate
factors in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations and
concludes in all cases the emissions calculated demonstrated no impact on the ability of the UK Government
to meet these carbon budgets, and no significant effect on climate.

No

7 Climate

Concerned about the schemes impact on climate change

National Highways is cognisant of the changes introduced by the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target
Amendment) Order 2019, and the net-zero ambition is set out within the amendments. The Secretary of State
supports delivery of emission reductions through a system of five-year carbon budgets that set a trajectory for
reducing greenhouse gas production to 2050. In response to the carbon budgets, the Department for
Transport has published The Road to Zero which sets out steps towards cleaner road transport and delivering
the Industrial Strategy.

National Highways ‘Net Zero Highways: our 2030/ 2040/ 2050 plans’ outlines its ambitious plan to be net zero

No
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