Matters raised in response to consultation — matters copied verbatim

Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

Matter relevant to
a design change?
(Y/N or N/A)

149

Principle of
development

Objects to the scheme being expressway standard and requests a simpler
design for the dual carriageway to connect via a roundabout directly south
of Henlade village to enable the existing stretch of the A358 north of
Mattock’s Tree Hill to be incorporated into the design

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation
feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the
reasons for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has
progressed the scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental
Statement Chapter 3 Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of
this Consultation Report (Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

National Highways acknowledges the comment. The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is
required to provide a continuous high quality dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe
overtaking opportunities. This would improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster
connections, and improve safety by reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes
joining the A358.

The National Highways delivery plan for 2020 — 2025 confirms that we’re committed to delivering a high-
quality and high-performing dual carriageway route along the A303/A358 corridor, not an expressway or a
motorway. This represented a change to the Government's first Road Investment Strategy (RIS 1) intention
to create a new Expressway corridor into the region, but the second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2)
revised this intention, taking into account an expressway prohibits the use of farm vehicles, and the local
area is rural in nature. As part of the scheme National Highways would permit local traffic and agricultural
traffic to join the strategic network in a safe way via a limited number of junctions.

N/A

150

Principle of
development

Hopes that the previously proposed route for a direct link to the M5
westbound is safeguarded and it be ensured that nothing in the proposed
scheme would stop that from being built in the future.

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation
feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the
reasons for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has
progressed the scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental
Statement Chapter 3 Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of
this Consultation Report (Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

N/A

151

Principle of
development

Objects to proposals as considers the proposal goes against the plan for a
continuous dual carriageway from the M3/A303 to M5 by forcing traffic to
stop at a traffic light. Concerned the smooth journey will be disrupted by
congestion, traffic lights and a 30mph speed limit. Suggests that a free
flowing new junction to the west of J25 is a more appropriate option and
climate change and price should not be the deciding factor in changing
option.

The proposed design change at Nexus 25 for supplementary consultation from a roundabout to a
signalised junction would provide adequate capacity for the predicted traffic flows and allow more control
over traffic movements by linking the operation of the signals to those at the M5 junction 25 roundabout and
Taunton Gateway Park and Ride. By adding a signalised junction, all traffic will be able to pass through the
junction without experiencing any excessive delays, even at peak times.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling to assess how the Nexus 25 roundabout would operate
under future conditions with different forms of junction. The results shows that the proposed changes to the
Nexus 25 junction are necessary to provide additional capacity to cater for the increased traffic volumes
that are forecast to travel along the A358 with the scheme in place, and that a signalised junction best
accommodates this traffic. A signalised junction allows for at-grade pedestrian crossing facilities to be
incorporated and for the operation of the junction to be linked to M5 junction 25 to ensure effective
operational performance of both junctions.

At Nexus 25, the signalised junction will serve not only the new A358, but also the connections into the
proposed Nexus 25 business park development, Taunton Gateway Park and Ride and local connections
into Henlade and Creech St Michael. Given this, and the proximity of Nexus 25 to M5 junction 25, a grade
separated junction with a bridge is not considered to be appropriate at this location

Any improvements further to those proposed risk increasing the cost of the scheme at a diminishing
economic return. The methodology and results of the traffic modelling and economic appraisal is reported
in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people
and businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

N/A

152

Principle of
development

Suggests that a simple widening at various points to avoid the single tracks
would relieve congestion

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation
feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the
reasons for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has
progressed the scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental
Statement Chapter 3 Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of
this Consultation Report (Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

N/A
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Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

Matter relevant to
a design change?

(Y/N or N/A)

The route is required to provide a continuous high quality dual carriageway across the strategic corridor,
with safe overtaking opportunities. This would improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds
and faster connections, and improve safety by reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of
local lanes joining the A358.
153 Principle of Objects to any scheme that will increase congestion in the long term. National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and N/A
development those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.
The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people
and businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.
154 Principle of Reiterates the West Hatch parish council response to question 1a National Highways acknowledges support for responses provided to the consultation by the Community of | N/A
development "proposal contradicts The Preliminary Environmental Information Report Parishes and individual parish councils. Full responses to each of the matters raised can be found in the
(PEIR) which states: Consultation Report Appendix 5.2 Table 5.2B, Appendix 6.4 and Appendix 8.2 Table 8.2B (Document
1.2.2. The programme of improvements, as set out in the UK government’s | Reference 5.2). Suggested alternative proposals have been considered and some elements have been
Road Investment Strategy (RIS) made a commitment to “...upgrade all adopted into the scheme design.
remaining sections of the A303 between the M3 and the A358 to dual
carriageway standard, together with creating a dual carriageway link from
M5 at Taunton to the A303...".
¢1.2.6. This proposed scheme proposes to upgrade the A358 to high-
quality dual carriageway between Southfields roundabout on the A303 and
the M5 junction 25 at Taunton to address the traffic issues and long delays
currently experienced along the route.
The proposed scheme terminates at both ends of the link at roundabouts,
which are the sources of congestion. Consequently, the scheme fails the
RIS 1 objective of building an ‘Expressway Corridor’ from the M3 to Exeter
and beyond. These roundabout junctions onto the M5 and A303 should be
re-evaluated and upgraded.”
155 Principle of Objects to proposals as considers none of them to be based on evidence. National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and N/A
development Considers new road building unnecessary and suggests it feeds into those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.
induced demand.
The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people
and businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.
The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which
identifies parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and
reliability for its users.
The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business
leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more
homes and jobs.
Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money
assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).
156 Principle of Objects to proposals to connect the A358 to the M5 as suggests the National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and N/A
development scheme will not meet the core objective of the scheme to better connect those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.
the M3 and M5. Concerned the scheme is ending a quarter of a mile short
of the M5 resulting in traffic having to navigate two congested roundabouts. | The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people
and businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.
The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which
identifies parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and
reliability for its users.
The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business
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leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more
homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money
assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

within the 1.5 degrees of warming. Notes building more roads will generate
more traffic.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people
and businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which
identifies parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and
reliability for its users.

National Highways is cognisant of the changes introduced by the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target
Amendment) Order 2019, and the net-zero ambition is set out within the amendments. The Secretary of
State supports delivery of emission reductions through a system of five-year carbon budgets that set a
trajectory for reducing greenhouse gas production to 2050. In response to the carbon budgets, the
Department for Transport has published The Road to Zero which sets out steps towards cleaner road
transport and delivering the Industrial Strategy.

National Highways ‘Net Zero Highways: our 2030/ 2040/ 2050 plans’ outlines its ambitious plan to be net
zero by 2050.

National Highways is required by the National Policy Statement for National Networks to assess the effects
of the scheme in relation to carbon emissions and climate change, including an assessment of the
significance of any increase within the context of the relevant UK carbon budget period. The climate
assessment presented within the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report considered impacts
over a 60 year period and compared emissions against the UK 4th carbon budget (construction emissions)
and the 5th and 6th carbon budgets (for operation). This assessment has also been incorporated into
Environmental Statement Chapter 14 Climate (Document Reference 6.2), which outlines the measures
taken to avoid and mitigate carbon emissions through the design of the scheme. It also describes an
assessment of any likely significant climate factors in accordance with the requirements of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations and concludes in all cases the emissions calculated
demonstrated no impact on the ability of the UK Government to meet these carbon budgets, and no
significant effect on climate.

By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing
alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed
an approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic
impacts and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the
local road network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact on

157 Principle of Objects to the scheme and the GD300 standard of design National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme No
development which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will
have All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.
158 Principle of Objects to the principle of development. Notes the need to reduce the National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and No
development number of cars the country buys, journeys driven and fuel used to stay those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.
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aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with Somerset
Council on the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

Matter relevant to

a design change?

(Y/N or N/A)

159

Principle of
development

Considers the implementation of the road through a rural environment
highly negative, especially in the context of the climate crisis.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and
those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people
and businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which
identifies parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and
reliability for its users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money
assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

National Highways recognises the significance and sensitivity of the landscape, and proposed planting
responds to the landscape character. The proposed planting design is shown on Environmental Statement
Figure 7.8 Environmental Masterplan (Document Reference 6.3). Where possible mitigation measures seek
to avoid or minimise impacts and retain local character and visual amenity. Planting specification and
details of aesthetics for structures would be developed at the detailed design stage.

National Highways is cognisant of the changes introduced by the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target
Amendment) Order 2019, and the net-zero ambition is set out within the amendments. The Secretary of
State supports delivery of emission reductions through a system of five-year carbon budgets that set a
trajectory for reducing greenhouse gas production to 2050. In response to the carbon budgets, the
Department for Transport has published The Road to Zero which sets out steps towards cleaner road
transport and delivering the Industrial Strategy.

National Highways ‘Net Zero Highways: our 2030/ 2040/ 2050 plans’ outlines its ambitious plan to be net
zero by 2050.

National Highways is required by the National Policy Statement for National Networks to assess the effects
of the scheme in relation to carbon emissions and climate change, including an assessment of the
significance of any increase within the context of the relevant UK carbon budget period. The climate
assessment presented within the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report considered impacts
over a 60 year period and compared emissions against the UK 4th carbon budget (construction emissions)
and the 5th and 6th carbon budgets (for operation). This assessment has also been incorporated into
Environmental Statement Chapter 14 Climate (Document Reference 6.2), which outlines the measures
taken to avoid and mitigate carbon emissions through the design of the scheme. It also describes an
assessment of any likely significant climate factors in accordance with the requirements of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations and concludes in all cases the emissions calculated
demonstrated no impact on the ability of the UK Government to meet these carbon budgets, and no
significant effect on climate.

No

160

Principle of
development

Objection to the proposed scheme as it is considered that there is no need
to upgrade the road. Comments that 'peak car' has probably been reached
and that in less than 10 years time, given the climate emergency,
expenditure on this scheme will not be worthwhile.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and
those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people
and businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which
identifies parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and
reliability for its users.

No
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The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money
assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).
The scheme has been costed within the financial framework established by the second Road Investment
Strategy (RIS2). National Highways has carefully considered alternatives to the scheme during the
refinement of the proposed design and through the options identification and appraisal process, leading to
the Preferred Route Announcement in June 2019. This concluded that even substantial improvements to
public transport provision, predominantly in the form of rail improvements, would not sufficiently reduce the
number of vehicles to help address the identified problems along the A303/A358 corridor.

161 Principle of Considers the issue to be the crossroads entering Henlade after the speed | Journeys currently using the A358 will continue to use that route to access the new A358, either via the N/A
development camera as the stop/start traffic leads to tailbacks both ways as cars attempt | Nexus 25 signalised junction, or using the Mattock’s Tree Green junction. Both of these routes provide
to cross the A358 from two local roads. Suggests that implementing traffic | journey times comparable to the current situation up to where they join the new A358, and then will benefit
lights at this junction would solve these problems and allow the traffic to from improved safety, better journey times, and higher reliability of journey times along the new A358.

flow more easily.
The current route along the A358 (through Henlade) will benefit significantly from having around 90% of
traffic moved on to the new A358, reducing the congestion and therefore improving typical journey times to
access the new A358. Consequently there would be no justification to provide traffic lights at this existing

junction.
162 Principle of Objection to the proposed scheme as it is considered that there is not a National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and N/A
development need for it and that there are country lanes in the county that require those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

resurfacing improvements that are being ignored.
The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people
and businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which
identifies parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and
reliability for its users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money

assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).
163 Principle of Objection to the A358 and considers that it is perfectly adequate as it is. National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and N/A
development Consider that the existing route it not especially congested. those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people
and businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which
identifies parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and
reliability for its users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.
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Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money

assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).
164 Principle of Objects to the proposed scheme as considers it will bring villages and National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and N/A
development communities into closer proximity with Taunton which would negatively those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.
impact rural life.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people
and businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which
identifies parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and
reliability for its users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money

assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).
165 Principle of Suggest a more honest approach should be taken to the justification for the | National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and N/A
development road phrasing to instead highlight that it is not a benefit for the local people | those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.
but is for the wider South West.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people
and businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which
identifies parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and
reliability for its users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money

assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).
166 Principle of Consider the expense of the project unnecessary. National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and N/A
development those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people
and businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which
identifies parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and
reliability for its users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

National Highways assess the costs and benefits of the scheme using a number of different assessments
to understand impacts including journey time savings to road users, road safety, wider economic impacts,
and a range of environmental aspects. The project is reviewed by both National Highways and the

Department for Transport to examine whether the benefits outweigh the costs, and whether the business
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case for the scheme is sufficiently strong to support delivery. This is reviewed at every stage of work to
determine whether the scheme delivery should be continued; the scheme has already gone through a
strategic outline business case, and the preliminary design stage sets out the outline business case (a
more detailed version). A full business case will be prepared during construction preparation if the
Development Consent Order is granted.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money
assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

167

Principle of
development

Objection to the proposed scheme as it is considered a waste of public
spending.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and
those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people
and businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which
identifies parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and
reliability for its users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

National Highways assess the costs and benefits of the scheme using a number of different assessments
to understand impacts including journey time savings to road users, road safety, wider economic impacts,
and a range of environmental aspects. The project is reviewed by both National Highways and the
Department for Transport to examine whether the benefits outweigh the costs, and whether the business
case for the scheme is sufficiently strong to support delivery. This is reviewed at every stage of work to
determine whether the scheme delivery should be continued; the scheme has already gone through a
strategic outline business case, and the preliminary design stage sets out the outline business case (a
more detailed version). A full business case will be prepared during construction preparation if the
Development Consent Order is granted.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money
assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

N/A

168

Principle of
development

Objects to the proposed scheme as considers it will increase air pollution,
cause the loss of green space and associated land and contribute to
urbanisation.

National Highways acknowledge concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising from the
scheme. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document
Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on
local people and businesses (including reducing impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve
connectivity for local residents and other road users. The effects of the scheme on air quality are assessed
and reported upon in Environmental Statement Chapter 5 Air quality (Document Reference 6.2).

As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts,
and then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation measures we have adopted are
described in Chapter 2 The project of the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

It is not considered that the proposals would result in urbanisation of the villages. Environmental Statement
Chapter 7 Landscape and visual effects (Document Reference 6.2) assesses and reports the landscape
and visual impacts of the proposed scheme (including any urbanising features) on local landscape and
visual receptors. Where it is possible to do so for a scheme of this nature, mitigation measures have been
implemented to avoid or minimise impacts and retain local character and visual amenity.

The proposed scheme only uses land essential for a development of this nature, including the
environmental mitigation measures. Opportunities to minimise the footprint have been explored throughout
the design process. The proposals seek to reduce the impact on agricultural land through minimising the
amount of agricultural land permanently required by the scheme. Agricultural land used temporarily is to be
restored to a condition suitable for return to its existing land function. The assessment of effects on
agricultural land is presented within Environmental Statement Chapter 9 Geology and soils (Document

N/A
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Reference 6.2). The assessment of effects on agricultural land holdings is presented within Environmental
Statement Chapter 12 Population and human health (Document Reference 6.2).

Matter relevant to

a design change?

(Y/N or N/A)

169

Principle of
development

Objects to the scheme as they don’t think the upgrade is necessary and
strongly disagree with the expressway-grade design. Acknowledges there
are areas of the road that would benefit from a bypass such as at Henlade,
however states it is not necessary to upgrade the whole stretch of road

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation
feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the
reasons for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has
progressed the scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental
Statement Chapter 3 Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of
this Consultation Report (Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

The National Highways delivery plan for 2020 — 2025 confirms that we’re committed to delivering a high-
quality and high-performing dual carriageway route along the A303/A358 corridor, not an expressway or a
motorway. This represented a change to the Government’s first Road Investment Strategy (RIS1) intention
to create a new Expressway corridor into the region, but the second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2)
revised this intention, taking into account an expressway prohibits the use of farm vehicles, and the local
area is rural in nature. As part of the scheme National Highways would permit local traffic and agricultural
traffic to join the strategic network in a safe way via a limited number of junctions.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people
and businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

National Highways acknwoledges the comment in relation to a bypass at Henlade. The section between
Thornfalcon and Southfields is required to provide a continuous high quality dual carriageway across the
strategic corridor, with safe overtaking opportunities. This would improve journey time reliability, allowing for
higher speeds and faster connections, and improve safety by reducing accidents, for example by reducing
the number of local lanes joining the A358.

No

170

Principle of
development

Objects to the principle of development. Suggests the road should be
decommissioned and is saddened that National Highways nor the
government has the interests of people at heart. Concerned that public
opinions for objection will not be accounted for despite the public being well
informed.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and
those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people
and businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which
identifies parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and
reliability for its users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money
assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

As set out in the main body of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 5.1), National Highways
recognises the importance of engaging with local residents and businesses throughout the DCO process
and has carefully considered all consultation and engagement feedback from individuals and organisations,
making some design changes as a result. It is intended that engagement with stakeholders will continue
throughout examination, detailed design and construction. Information on how consultation responses are
dealt with is available in the Consultation Report Chapters 5, 8 and 9 (Document Reference 5.1).

No

171

Principle of
development

Objects to the principle of development as suggests road capacity should
not be increased to cater for an unsustainable out-of-town employment site
that will lead to wider segregation of homes and workplaces and create
increased car travel. Notes the Nexus proposal has never undergone a
development management examination and suggests that until it does no
taxpayers money should be committed to enabling it.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people
and businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

Nexus 25 is a strategic employment site with a Local Development Order (LDO) which was adopted in
2018 and is separate from the A358 proposals. National Highways A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling
Scheme proposals aim to facilitate greater connectivity between Southfields Roundabout on the A303 and

N/A

Appendix Table 5.1A Summary of matters raised in relation to Q1a of the feedback questionnaire in relation to proposals to upgrade M5 junction 25 and the Nexus roundabout and the National Highways response




Matters raised in response to consultation — matters copied verbatim
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the M5 junction 25 at Taunton, and this is considered to be beneficial in terms of accessibility for local
businesses along the proposed scheme.

Matter relevant to

a design change?

(Y/N or N/A)

172

Principle of
development

Considers the road to be long overdue.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the
scheme.

N/A

173

Principle of
development

Supports the proposal as it is essential there is good connection between
A303 and M5.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the
scheme.

N/A

174

Principle of
development

Supports the upgrade highlighting that it is essential

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the
scheme.

N/A

175

Principle of
development

Support for dualling due to current traffic congestion

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the
scheme.

N/A

176

Principle of
development

Concerned that the road would not benefit local residents. Concerned that,
as the road enables more visitors to the South West this could result in a
decline in the secluded qualities of the region. Suggests that should such
decline occur the original purpose of the road would be defeated.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).

The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people
and businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users. The
beneficial and adverse effects of the scheme during construction and operation on the local community and
businesses are reported in Environmental Statement Chapter 12 Population and human health (Document
Reference 6.2).

N/A

177

Principle of
development

Concerned lack of communication between HN and Somerset County
Council has meant tax payer funds have been wasted in constructing the
M5 J25 and Nexus roundabouts recently, only for them to be rebuilt again
in the future.

National Highways has been liaising closely with Somerset Council (formerly Somerset County Council)
during the development of the scheme. Somerset County Council were granted planning approval for the
M5 junction 25 improvements, which included the new Nexus 25 roundabout, in March 2018. In early 2018
the A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme (the scheme) consulted on route options.

Prior to that approval and in January/February 2018, the ‘Pink’ option was considered to be the best
performing, and it included a direct connection from the A358 to a new motorway junction south of junction
25. Somerset County Council therefore reasonably assumed in their design of the M5 junction
improvements that the scheme would be constructed in line with the ‘Pink’ option, as that was the most
likely configuration of the scheme at the time.

Following options consultation in January/February 2018 the affordability of the scheme and the impact on
public open spaces was reviewed by National Highways and the direct connection to a new M5 junction
was removed from the scheme. This resulted in the ‘Pink Modified’ option, which was announced as the
preferred route by National Highways in June 2019.

In the meantime, Somerset County Council had already appointed their contractors for the construction of
their M5 junction 25 improvements in February 2019 and the construction work began in July 2019.

Any delay to the more advanced M5 junction 25 works to take into account the change from the A358
arrangement proposed in the ‘Pink’ option to ‘Pink Modified’ option would have been unreasonable at that
time and could have jeopardised that important project.

N/A

178

Principle of
development

Notes disappointment that upgrades are required so soon after completion
of the scheme to improve the Blackbrook junction and construct the new
Nexus 25 roundabout. Concerned over the cost of these revisions and
concerned over the lack of liaison between authorities that have led to this.

National Highways has been liaising closely with Somerset Council (formerly Somerset County Council)
during the development of the scheme. Somerset County Council were granted planning approval for the
M5 junction 25 improvements, which included the new Nexus 25 roundabout, in March 2018. In early 2018
the A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme (the scheme) consulted on route options.

Prior to that approval and in January/February 2018, the ‘Pink’ option was considered to be the best
performing, and it included a direct connection from the A358 to a new motorway junction south of junction
25. Somerset County Council therefore reasonably assumed in their design of the M5 junction
improvements that the scheme would be constructed in line with the ‘Pink’ option, as that was the most
likely configuration of the scheme at the time.

Following options consultation in January/February 2018 the affordability of the scheme and the impact on
public open spaces was reviewed by National Highways and the direct connection to a new M5 junction
was removed from the scheme. This resulted in the ‘Pink Modified’ option, which was announced as the
preferred route by National Highways in June 2019.

In the meantime, Somerset County Council had already appointed their contractors for the construction of
their M5 junction 25 improvements in February 2019 and the construction work began in July 2019.

Any delay to the more advanced M5 junction 25 works to take into account the change from the A358

N/A
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arrangement proposed in the ‘Pink’ option to ‘Pink Modified’ option would have been unreasonable at that
time and could have jeopardised that important project.

179 Principle of Objection raised to the scheme due to lack of consideration for the needs Proposals for walkers, cyclists and horse-riders and improved connections as part of the scheme are Yes
development of pedestrians and cyclists. detailed in the Rights of Way and Access Plans (Document Reference 2.4), which is complemented by the
Public Rights of Way Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1, Annex F).

As detailed in Environmental Statement Chapter 12 Population and human health (Document Reference
6.2), the scheme includes a number of elements that either ensure continued access for walking, cycling
and horse-riding, or bring improvements in terms of current accessibility and severance. Environmental
Statement Chapter 12 Population and human health (Document Reference 6.2) identifies the public rights
of way (PRoW) that would be affected by the scheme and includes numerous proposals that seek to
improve accessibility and connectivity across the PRoW network. In summary this includes:

- 19 new PRoW (seven footpaths, three bridleways, nine restricted byways)
- 14 instances of stopping up PRoW for which an alternative would be available
- 19 instances (13 in full, 6 in part) of stopping up PRoW for which no alternative would be provided

These works would maintain and enhance access to open spaces and nature, particularly for the
communities which live close to these routes and who may use them frequently for local walking.
180 Principle of Objects to the scheme due to concern that it takes money away from public | National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and N/A
development transport and incentives to discourage car use. those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people
and businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which
identifies parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and
reliability for its users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Alternatives to the scheme including different modes of transport were considered as part of the option
identification and appraisal process, leading to the Preferred Route Announcement in June 2019. This
concluded that even substantial improvements to public transport provision, predominantly in the form of
rail improvements, would not sufficiently reduce the number of vehicles to help address the identified
problems along the A303/A358 corridor.

181 Principle of Considers that for the cost, the scheme is not necessary. Considers two National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and N/A
development roundabouts at Mattock's Tree Green is over and above the local those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.
requirement

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people
and businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which
identifies parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and
reliability for its users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money
assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).
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Mattock’s Tree Green junction and Ashill junction have been designed in accordance with the appropriate
standards (DMRB CD 122) taking into account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a
safe means with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

accidents

shown having traffic queues onto the main carriageway will make matters
worse.

Highways now proposes to replace the existing Nexus 25 roundabout with a signalised junction. The
improvements proposed to M5 junction 25 are retained in this design. This design change would better
accommodate a crossing of the A358 for walkers and cyclists. The proposed signalised crossing would
provide adequate capacity for the predicted traffic flows and allow more control over traffic movements by
linking the operation of the signals to those at the M5 junction 25 roundabout.

This new design means an improved flow of traffic between this junction and the M5 junction 25, so that all
traffic would be able to pass through the junction without experiencing any excessive delays, even at peak
times. Linking the operation of the junction with the M5 junction 25 would enable the signals to be co-
ordinated and reduce the potential for queuing between the two junctions. There would also be improved
control over which traffic movements receive priority, which would reduce and prevent queues of vehicles.

The accident analysis undertaken as part of the traffic modelling work shows that the existing road has a
worse accident rate than the national average for this type of road. The forecast accident rate with the
scheme is much lower, with a forecast number of accidents below that of the forecast number without the
scheme, even with the higher traffic flow using the A358 with the scheme.

The methodology and results of the traffic modelling (including the road safety analysis) is reported in the
Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

Advance direction signs as well as lane markings are to be incorporated into the design to ensure
appropriate wayfinding on the approach and through the proposed Nexus signalised junction. Locations of
road restraint systems and fencing have been considered as part of the preliminary design submitted as
part of the Development Consent Order application, and will be refined and confirmed as part of the
detailed design.

182 Road drainage Highlights that the predicted changes to the water table by 2050 will be As set out in Environmental Statement (ES) Chapter 13 Road drainage and the water environment No
and the water exacerbated by disturbing existing trees and land. Concerned that the new | (Document Reference 6.2), appropriate assessment and flood modelling work has been undertaken to
environment road will contribute to worsening predicted water table levels. inform the design of the road drainage system. This has determined the size of attenuation needed to store

excess surface water generated by the hard road surfaces. These attenuation basins will then allow water
to flow into the local rivers at a controlled rate once they have returned to normal level. The drainage
design of the scheme is to modern standards and accounts for the extremes in rainfall and potential
increases in rain storm intensity and volumes as a result of climate change.

183 Safety and road Support for the proposals to upgrade the M5 junction 25 and the Nexus National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the | N/A
accidents roundabout as currently increased usage of the M5 causes very dangerous | scheme.

road conditions for walkers and cyclists.

184 Safety and road Supports the proposals to upgrade M5 junction 25 as considers within the National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the | N/A
accidents village of Henlade/Ruishton there are dangerous junctions onto A358 which | scheme.

stop the flow of traffic leading to congestions and delays

185 Safety and road Considers the scheme is long overdue and supports the proposals to National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the | N/A
accidents upgrade M5 junction 25 and the Nexus roundabout. Highlights the route scheme.

needs to include national speed limits and avoid regular traffic into
Taunton.
186 Safety and road Considers the recently constructed Nexus access roundabout to be The scheme as presented at the 2021 statutory consultation included enlarging the existing Nexus 25 N/A
accidents dangerous and wrongly positioned. Notes that lorries struggle to get round | roundabout due to the new A358 connection and to provide adequate capacity for the predicted traffic

and lean to one side as the road cambers, the lanes are not clear, and the | flows. Following further traffic modelling and design development, a signalised junction to replace the

traffic lights are wrongly positioned. Suggests that once Nexus is up and Nexus 25 roundabout is now proposed, as presented at the 2022 supplementary consultation. This change

running this will not be sufficient. was made to facilitate the inclusion of a safe crossing point for walkers and cyclists across the A358, and to
improve the flow of traffic between this junction and M5 junction 25. Operational modelling has been
undertaken to understand what the most appropriate form of junction is to accommodate the traffic flows
with the scheme while also meeting the objectives of providing a safe crossing point for walkers and
cyclists. A signalised junction allows both safe crossings while also operating within capacity in the design
year of 2046. The walking and cycling tracks that connect M5 junction 25, the Nexus 25 junction and the
Taunton Gateway Park and Ride site would all be retained.

187 Safety and road Notes this section of the road is vulnerable and as previous accidents have | Following further traffic modelling and design development after the 2021 statutory consultation, National N/A
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188

Safety and road
accidents

Disagrees with the proposals to upgrade M5 junction 25 as considers the
proposals do not go far enough to make it safe to navigate

Following further traffic modelling and design development after the 2021 statutory consultation, National
Highways now proposes to replace the existing Nexus 25 roundabout with a signalised junction. The
improvements proposed to M5 junction 25 are retained in this design. This design change would better
accommodate a crossing of the A358 for walkers and cyclists. The proposed signalised crossing would
provide adequate capacity for the predicted traffic flows and allow more control over traffic movements by
linking the operation of the signals to those at the M5 junction 25 roundabout.

This new design means an improved flow of traffic between this junction and the M5 junction 25, so that all
traffic would be able to pass through the junction without experiencing any excessive delays, even at peak
times. Linking the operation of the junction with the M5 junction 25 would enable the signals to be co-
ordinated and reduce the potential for queuing between the two junctions. There would also be improved
control over which traffic movements receive priority, which would reduce and prevent queues of vehicles.

The accident analysis undertaken as part of the traffic modelling work shows that the existing road has a
worse accident rate than the national average for this type of road. The forecast accident rate with the
scheme is much lower, with a forecast number of accidents below that of the forecast number without the
scheme, even with the higher traffic flow using the A358 with the scheme.

The methodology and results of the traffic modelling (including the road safety analysis) is reported in the
Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

Advance direction signs as well as lane markings are to be incorporated into the design to ensure
appropriate wayfinding on the approach and through the proposed Nexus signalised junction. Locations of
road restraint systems and fencing have been considered as part of the preliminary design submitted as
part of the Development Consent Order application, and will be refined and confirmed as part of the
detailed design.

N/A

189

Safety and road
accidents

Objects to proposals due to negative impact on safety.

Following further traffic modelling and design development after the 2021 statutory consultation, National
Highways now proposes to replace the existing Nexus 25 roundabout with a signalised junction. The
improvements proposed to M5 junction 25 are retained in this design. This design change would better
accommodate a crossing of the A358 for walkers and cyclists. The proposed signalised crossing would
provide adequate capacity for the predicted traffic flows and allow more control over traffic movements by
linking the operation of the signals to those at the M5 junction 25 roundabout.

This new design means an improved flow of traffic between this junction and the M5 junction 25, so that all
traffic would be able to pass through the junction without experiencing any excessive delays, even at peak
times. Linking the operation of the junction with the M5 junction 25 would enable the signals to be co-
ordinated and reduce the potential for queuing between the two junctions. There would also be improved
control over which traffic movements receive priority, which would reduce and prevent queues of vehicles.

The accident analysis undertaken as part of the traffic modelling work shows that the existing road has a
worse accident rate than the national average for this type of road. The forecast accident rate with the
scheme is much lower, with a forecast number of accidents below that of the forecast number without the
scheme, even with the higher traffic flow using the A358 with the scheme.

The methodology and results of the traffic modelling (including the road safety analysis) is reported in the
Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

Advance direction signs as well as lane markings are to be incorporated into the design to ensure
appropriate wayfinding on the approach and through the proposed Nexus signalised junction. Locations of
road restraint systems and fencing have been considered as part of the preliminary design submitted as
part of the Development Consent Order application, and will be refined and confirmed as part of the
detailed design.

N/A

190

Safety and road
accidents

Concerned the backtrack on Blackbrook crossing will endanger active
travelers. Considers the crossings at J25 are already unsuitable and this
will be exacerbated given increased traffic movements.

The pedestrian and cycle route between Blackbrook and the Nexus 25 development is not within the remit
of this scheme. However, the scheme maintains the existing dedicated route for pedestrians and cyclists
through M5 junction 25 and the Nexus 25 junction. National Highways will continue to work to monitor this
location and identify priorities for any potential future funding opportunities, if appropriate.

No

191

Safety and road
accidents

Suggests roundabout lanes need improving as currently traffic swerves
across lanes.

The route connects to junction 25 of the M5 motorway, a key link to the wider road network in the region.
Improvements to the junction include a new left-turn lane from Toneway (which is the access road to

No
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Taunton) onto the northbound slip road of junction 25 and widening the southbound exit slip on the M5 road
from three to four lanes on the approach to the roundabout.

Advance direction signs as well as lane markings are to be incorporated into the design to ensure
appropriate wayfinding on the approach and through the proposed Nexus signalised junction. Locations of
road restraint systems and fencing have been considered as part of the preliminary design submitted as
part of the Development Consent Order application, and will be refined and confirmed as part of the
detailed design.

Matter relevant to

a design change?
(Y/N or N/A)

192

Safety and road
accidents

Concern the scheme will worsen safety for walkers, cyclists and horse-
riders

The scheme objectives include creating an accessible and integrated network. Facilities and connectivity
for walkers, cyclists and horse-riders alongside the route would be retained, and connections between
communities either side of the scheme would be maintained.

The scheme would not affect the existing walking and cycling routes at M5 junction 25 and would not
trigger any need for improvement. The design of the existing Nexus 25 junction as presented at the 2021
consultation included the enlarging of the roundabout due to the new A358 connection, and to provide
adequate capacity for the predicted traffic flows. Following consultation feedback and further traffic
modelling and design development, a signalised junction to replace the Nexus 25 roundabout is now
proposed. This change was made to facilitate the inclusion of a safe crossing point for walking and cycling
users across the scheme and improve the flow of traffic between this junction and the M5 junction 25. The
walking and cycling tracks that connect M5 junction 25, the Nexus 25 junction and the Taunton Gateway
Park and Ride would all be retained.

Yes

193

Safety and road
accidents

Considers safety improvements for walkers, cyclists and horse-riders
should be included in proposals to upgrade M5 junction 25 and the Nexus
roundabout

The scheme objectives include creating an accessible and integrated network. Facilities and connectivity
for walkers, cyclists and horse-riders alongside the route would be retained, and connections between
communities either side of the scheme would be maintained.

The scheme would not affect the existing walking and cycling routes at M5 junction 25 and would not
trigger any need for improvement. The design of the existing Nexus 25 junction as presented at the 2021
consultation included the enlarging of the roundabout due to the new A358 connection, and to provide
adequate capacity for the predicted traffic flows. Following consultation feedback and further traffic
modelling and design development, a signalised junction to replace the Nexus 25 roundabout is now
proposed. This change was made to facilitate the inclusion of a safe crossing point for walking and cycling
users across the scheme and improve the flow of traffic between this junction and the M5 junction 25. The
walking and cycling tracks that connect M5 junction 25, the Nexus 25 junction and the Taunton Gateway
Park and Ride would all be retained.

Yes

194

Safety and road
accidents

Highlights that since the M5 junction 25 upgrade cycling and
walking/running has been adversely impacted and raises safety concerns.
Comments that for example, going from Blackbrook business park the path
used to cross just the 2 x sliproads only; and now you have to cross the off
north sliproad, then cross 4 or 5 lanes to the middle section, then cross 5
lanes again to an island at end of new dual carriageway, then cross again 2
lanes of traffic to destination.

The pedestrian and cycle route between Blackbrook and the Nexus 25 development is not within the remit
of this scheme. However, the scheme maintains the existing dedicated route for pedestrians and cyclists
through M5 junction 25 and the Nexus 25 junction. National Highways will continue to work to monitor this
location and identify priorities for any potential future funding opportunities, if appropriate.

No

195

Traffic, access and
modelling

Comments made in relation to the closing of Greenway Lane, where it is
stated that this route is used to access Taunton.

National Highways have undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows.

An assessment of the change in traffic flows on local roads has been carried out between forecast
scenarios with the scheme and without the scheme in consultation with Somerset Council, and the scheme
includes mitigation measures on some of the local road network where traffic flows are forecast to change
significantly. This review has also looked at infrastructure concerns flagged through the consultation
process to incorporate upgrades targeted at increasing resilience in the case of flooding or similar
problems.

The traffic modelling undertaken shows that there will be very small changes on most local roads (a change
of less than 250 vehicles per direction on a weekday in 2031), although some see a very significant benefit
as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Feedback during the 2021 statutory consultation expressing concern about the predicted rise in traffic flow
using Ash Road resulted in a design change. This was a realignment of Ash Road link to discourage the
use of Ash Road as an alternative route between the A358 and Taunton.

N/A
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Matter relevant to
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The traffic modelling of the proposed scheme suggests that there will be no notable change in the traffic
flow using Ash Road or going through Stoke St Mary, Thurlbear or West Hatch with the proposed scheme
in place (a change of less than 250 vehicles per direction on a weekday in 2031).

The current design of the proposed scheme does not allow traffic direct access from either the existing
A358 or the new A358 to Greenway Lane — it will be closed to through traffic and only accessible via Stoke
Road.

The methodology and results of the traffic modelling is reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal
Report (Document Reference 7.4).

(Y/N or N/A)

196

Traffic, access and
modelling

Suggests motorway and local traffic needs greater separation. Considers
the proposed arrangement of two roundabouts giving access to the M5 will
generate congestion and cause drivers to look for alternative routes
through local villages.

National Highways has undertaken operational modelling of all junctions along the A358 corridor, including
the upgraded M5 junction 25 and Nexus 25 junction. These confirm that all junctions along the A358 will
operate within their practical capacity. As part of this process forecast queue lengths at all junctions have
also been reviewed to ensure that there are no operational or safety concerns. The methodology and
results of the traffic modelling is reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document
Reference 7.4). The form of the Nexus 25 junction has been amended to be a signalised crossroads. This
will allow the junction operation to be linked to nearby M5 junction 25 and will also allow a pedestrian
crossing facility to be incorporated into the junction without negatively impacting the capacity available to
vehicles at the junction.

National Highways have carried out traffic modelling of the A358 between Taunton and liminster and the
local road network in the vicinity.

The traffic modelling indicates that because of the significant reductions in journey time and congestion on
the new A358 there is a decreased likelihood of people using alternative routes in the surrounding area. As
a result, there will be very small changes on most local roads (a change of less than 250 vehicles per
direction on a weekday in 2031), although some see a very significant benefit as a result of reductions in
vehicles using alternative routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Yes

197

Traffic, access and
modelling

Considers the upgrades to M5 junction 25 have already been built however
considers these improvements ease traffic from the M5 but does not
improve the flow of traffic through Henlade.

Limited capacity of the A358 passing through Henlade leads to regular congestion at present and this has
not changed as a result of the recent improvements to M5 junction 25. With the proposed dual carriageway
section of A358 that will bypass Henlade around 90% of traffic currently passing through Henlade will
switch to the proposed dual carriageway. This bypass is required to eliminate the existing congestion
problems in and around Henlade.

Somerset County Council completed an improvement scheme at M5 junction 25 in January 2021. This has
increased the capacity at the roundabout and its approach arms significantly as the roundabout has been
widened from three to four lanes.

As part of the A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme, further enhancements are proposed at M5
junction 25, which would mean it would continue to operate within its capacity. The results of associated
traffic modelling for M5 junction 25 are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4).

N/A

198

Traffic, access and
modelling

Copied response from 1a) (1) of the Community of Parishes response.

National Highways acknowledges support for responses provided to the consultation by the Community of
Parishes and individual parish councils. Full responses to each of the matters raised can be found in the
Consultation Report Appendix 5.2 Table 5.2B, Appendix 6.4 and Appendix 8.2 Table 8.2B (Document
Reference 5.2). Suggested alternative proposals have been considered and some elements have been
adopted into the scheme design.

N/A

199

Traffic, access and
modelling

Copied response from 1a) (2) of the Community of Parishes response.

National Highways acknowledges support for responses provided to the consultation by the Community of
Parishes and individual parish councils. Full responses to each of the matters raised can be found in the
Consultation Report Appendix 5.2 Table 5.2B, Appendix 6.4 and Appendix 8.2 Table 8.2B (Document
Reference 5.2). Suggested alternative proposals have been considered and some elements have been
adopted into the scheme design.

N/A

200

Traffic, access and
modelling

Supports proposals to bypass Henlade as the village us subject to constant
congestion and delays. Suggests however that although needed, the
Henlade bypass will only transfer congestion onto the new road and not
result in quicker journey times.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the
scheme.

N/A

Appendix Table 5.1A Summary of matters raised in relation to Q1a of the feedback questionnaire in relation to proposals to upgrade M5 junction 25 and the Nexus roundabout and the National Highways response







