Appendix Table 8.1G Summary of matters raised in relation to Q3 of the feedback questionnaire in relation to proposed changes for environmental mitigation and the National Highways response

Air quality

Matters raised in response to consultation — matters copied verbatim

Concern regarding the pollution from the scheme.

Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

The effects of the scheme on air quality are assessed and reported upon in Environmental Statement
Chapter 5 Air quality (Document Reference 6.2). It predicts no exceedances of the Air Quality Objectives at
human receptors associated with changes in operational traffic flows or speeds in the ‘Base’, ‘Do Minimum’
(without scheme) or ‘Do Something’ (with scheme) scenarios. With no exceedances of the Air Quality
Objectives at receptor locations it is considered the proposed scheme would have no significant effects on
air quality in relation to human health.

Significant effects as a result of nitrogen (N) deposition have been predicted at ecological receptors as
described in Environmental Statement Chapter 8 Biodiversity (Document Reference 6.2). Mitigation has
been developed to compensate for this impact including protection and sensitive management of habitat,
woodland creation and tree planting in locations away from the road.

Matter relevant
to a design

change? (Y/N or

N/A)

2 Air quality

Concern that the long term environmental impact of increased traffic along
the road will do significant damage to the local environment with both noise
and air pollution.

The effects of the scheme on air quality are assessed and reported upon in Environmental Statement
Chapter 5 Air quality (Document Reference 6.2). It predicts no exceedances of the Air Quality Objectives at
human receptors associated with changes in operational traffic flows or speeds in the ‘Base’, ‘Do Minimum’
(without scheme) or ‘Do Something’ (with scheme) scenarios. With no exceedances of the Air Quality
Objectives at receptor locations it is considered the proposed scheme would have no significant effects on
air quality in relation to human health.

Significant effects as a result of nitrogen (N) deposition have been predicted at ecological receptors as
described in Environmental Statement Chapter 8 Biodiversity (Document Reference 6.2). Mitigation has
been developed to compensate for this impact including protection and sensitive management of habitat,
woodland creation and tree planting in locations away from the road.

No

3 Air quality

Concerned that in addition to countryside destruction, there will be significant
air pollution from construction machinery. Considers this cannot be
balanced.

The Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2) sets out the anticipated environmental effects
during construction, and confirms that with identified mitigation measures, there would be no significant
effects during construction on air quality.

No

4 Alternatives to the
scheme

Considers a better bus service or pathways for walkers and cyclists would be
better to improve the environment.

Alternatives to the scheme including different modes of transport were considered as part of the option
identification and appraisal process, leading to the Preferred Route Announcement in June 2019. This
concluded that even substantial improvements to public transport provision, predominantly in the form of rail
improvements, would not sufficiently reduce the number of vehicles to help address the identified problems
along the A303/A358 corridor.

Proposals for walkers, cyclists and horse-riders and improved connections as part of the scheme are
detailed in the Rights of Way and Access Plans (Document Reference 2.4), which is complemented by the
Public Rights of Way Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1, Annex F).

As detailed in Environmental Statement Chapter 12 Population and human health (Document Reference
6.2), the scheme includes a number of elements that either ensure continued access for walking, cycling and
horse-riding, or bring improvements in terms of current accessibility and severance. Environmental
Statement Chapter 12 Population and human health (Document Reference 6.2) identifies the public rights of
way (PRoW) that would be affected by the scheme and includes numerous proposals that seek to improve
accessibility and connectivity across the PRoW network. In summary this includes:

- 19 new PRoW (seven footpaths, three bridleways, nine restricted byways)
- 14 instances of stopping up PRoW for which an alternative would be available
- 19 instances (13 in full, 6 in part) of stopping up PRoW for which no alternative would be provided

These works would maintain and enhance access to open spaces and nature, particularly for the
communities which live close to these routes and who may use them frequently for local walking.

N/A

5 Alternatives to the
scheme

Suggests that a Henlade bypass and a solution at the A303 Iliminster
roundabout would be more than sufficient to tackle the congestion problems,
and that all other developments are not required.

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made taking into account public consultation
feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the
reasons for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has
progressed the scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Chapter 3
Assessment of Alternatives of the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to
Chapter 2 of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required to provide a continuous high quality and high
performing dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking opportunities. This would

N/A
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improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections, and improve safety by
reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new
dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National
Highways are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study
on this section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme
was being considered as part of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road
Investment Strategy (RIS3) period (2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to
2030) will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the
schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into
construction.

Matter relevant
to a design

change? (Y/N or

N/A)

6 Alternatives to the
scheme

Concerned proposals have not considered the option of sorting out the two
major issues of Henlade bypass and Southfields Roundabout which would
solve the issues without the damage of major road building.

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made taking into account public consultation
feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the
reasons for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has
progressed the scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Chapter 3
Assessment of Alternatives of the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to
Chapter 2 of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required to provide a continuous high quality and high
performing dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking opportunities. This would
improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections, and improve safety by
reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new
dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National
Highways are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study
on this section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme
was being considered as part of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road
Investment Strategy (RIS3) period (2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to
2030) will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the
schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into
construction.

N/A

7 Biodiversity

Concern over increase in wild animal deaths on roads and destruction of
habitats. Concerned traffic will kill toads during the annual spring toad
crossing.

The proposals have been informed by extensive ecological surveys which have fed into the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) process. A mitigation hierarchy approach has been applied to the scheme design;
seeking firstly to avoid, or reduce adverse effects on valued ecological features and then to mitigate those
which cannot be reduced. Where impacts upon protected species and habitats have been identified, specific
mitigation strategies have been developed and agreed with Natural England; these are included within the
Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

Areas of existing vegetation of high biodiversity value including woodland, individual trees and hedgerows
have been retained or protected where possible or minimised through design. Where these habitats are
located adjacent to construction areas, appropriate buffers would be established and fencing utilised to
maintain root protection zones as detailed within the Arboricultural Impact Assessment Report (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 7.3) as part of the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

Habitat creation areas have been designed to form a network of habitats that would act as ecological
dispersal corridors once established and facilitate the safe movement of wildlife through the landscape.
Where possible habitat creation has been used to reconnect parcels of semi-natural habitats, including small
woodland blocks, within the local landscape along the A358. Refer to Environmental Statement Chapter 8
Biodiversity (Document Reference 6.2) for more details.

Where suitable wildlife crossing features already exist along the A358, such as underbridges associated with
watercourses, these have been replicated/extended to facilitate safe crossing under the new eastbound

N/A
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carriageway. Additional measures have also been incorporated into the scheme to facilitate the safe
movement of wildlife. This includes mammal ledges within culverts and underbridges in key locations to
encourage mammal passage beneath the scheme even in times of flood. Badger tunnels are incorporated
where key badger movement corridors have been identified, and dormouse bridges are proposed to maintain
safe connection between dormouse habitats on either side of the scheme. Mammal-proof fencing is also
proposed at key crossing points (for example watercourses) to direct wildlife towards tunnels, culverts and
underbridges as appropriate. Locations of mammal crossings are shown on General Arrangement Plans
(Document Reference 2.5a) and Envionmental Statement Figure 7.8 Environmental masterplans (Document
Reference 6.3).

Matter relevant
to a design

change? (Y/N or

N/A)

8 Biodiversity

Considers that the environmental analysis is focussed on offsetting nature on
both sides of the highway not on the crossing of this nature and the highway
would become a boundary for the nature. Suggestion that bridges closed to
traffic are vegetized and there are pipes for animal crossing.

The proposals have been informed by extensive ecological surveys which have fed into the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) process. A mitigation hierarchy approach has been applied to the scheme design;
seeking firstly to avoid, or reduce adverse effects on valued ecological features and then to mitigate those
which cannot be reduced. Where impacts upon protected species and habitats have been identified, specific
mitigation strategies have been developed and agreed with Natural England; these are included within the
Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

Areas of existing vegetation of high biodiversity value including woodland, individual trees and hedgerows
have been retained or protected where possible or minimised through design. Where these habitats are
located adjacent to construction areas, appropriate buffers would be established and fencing utilised to
maintain root protection zones as detailed within the Arboricultural Impact Assessment Report (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 7.3) as part of the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

Habitat creation areas have been designed to form a network of habitats that would act as ecological
dispersal corridors once established and facilitate the safe movement of wildlife through the landscape.
Where possible habitat creation has been used to reconnect parcels of semi-natural habitats, including small
woodland blocks, within the local landscape along the A358. Refer to Environmental Statement Chapter 8
Biodiversity (Document Reference 6.2) for more details.

Where suitable wildlife crossing features already exist along the A358, such as underbridges associated with
watercourses, these have been replicated/extended to facilitate safe crossing under the new eastbound
carriageway. Additional measures have also been incorporated into the scheme to facilitate the safe
movement of wildlife. This includes mammal ledges within culverts and underbridges in key locations to
encourage mammal passage beneath the scheme even in times of flood. Badger tunnels are incorporated
where key badger movement corridors have been identified, and dormouse bridges are proposed to maintain
safe connection between dormouse habitats on either side of the scheme. Mammal-proof fencing is also
proposed at key crossing points (for example watercourses) to direct wildlife towards tunnels, culverts and
underbridges as appropriate. Locations of mammal crossings are shown on General Arrangement Plans
(Document Reference 2.5a) and Envionmental Statement Figure 7.8 Environmental masterplans (Document
Reference 6.3).

N/A

9 Biodiversity

Highlights value of local countryside and abundance of wildlife.

National Highways has undertaken an extensive suite of ecological surveys to inform the Environmental
Impact Assessment and identified mitigation measures required to protect wildlife during construction.
National Highways has produced an Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2) and an
Environmental Management Plan (EMP) (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), which explains how the
impact of construction activities on the environment, including wildlife, would be managed. This includes
species and habitat specific mitigation strategies which detail measures to be taken during both the
construction and operational phases of the scheme to protect wildlife.

Areas of existing vegetation of high biodiversity value including woodland, individual trees and hedgerows
have been retained or protected where possible or minimised through design. Where these habitats are
located adjacent to construction areas, appropriate buffers would be established and fencing utilised to
maintain root protection zones as detailed within the Arboricultural Impact Assessment Report (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 7.3) as part of the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

Habitat protection measures are detailed within the EMP; such measures include the establishment of no-
construction buffer zones around sensitive habitats such as ancient woodlands and veteran trees, installation
of tree protection fencing and pollution prevention measures. The translocation of trees, hedgerow and
orchids is proposed in key locations within the scheme. These locations and detailed strategies for the
successful implementation of the translocations are included within the EMP.

N/A
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Matter relevant
to a design
change? (Y/N or

Areas of habitat creation are included within the scheme as replacement for those habitats lost to
construction. These areas of habitat creation would include plant species of local provenance, in keeping
with the character of the local landscape, and of benefit to biodiversity. Furthermore, habitat creation areas
have been designed to, once established, improve ecological connectivity through the local landscape along
the A358, by connecting up existing parcels of semi-natural habitats. In recognition of the time required for
created habitats to provide an equivalent biodiversity value to those lost, larger areas of habitat would be
created in comparison to those lost to ensure a net increase in habitat area. As detailed within the
Environmental Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), these habitats would be subject
to long-term management and monitoring to maximise the outcomes for biodiversity.

N/A)

10

Biodiversity

Considers the habitat fine as it is.

National Highways has undertaken an extensive suite of ecological surveys to inform the Environmental
Impact Assessment and identified mitigation measures required to protect wildlife during construction.
National Highways has produced an Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2) and an
Environmental Management Plan (EMP) (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), which explains how the
impact of construction activities on the environment, including wildlife, would be managed. This includes
species and habitat specific mitigation strategies which detail measures to be taken during both the
construction and operational phases of the scheme to protect wildlife.

Habitat protection measures are detailed within the EMP; such measures include the establishment of no-
construction buffer zones around sensitive habitats such as ancient woodlands and veteran trees, installation
of tree protection fencing and pollution prevention measures. The translocation of trees, hedgerow and
orchids is proposed in key locations within the scheme. These locations and detailed strategies for the
successful implementation of the translocations are included within the EMP.

N/A

11

Biodiversity

Concern construction will negativley impact the environment and notes that
the least work carried out is better. Notes every effort should be made to
ensured the environment is improved not worsened.

National Highways has undertaken an extensive suite of ecological surveys to inform the Environmental
Impact Assessment and identified mitigation measures required to protect wildlife during construction.
National Highways has produced an Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2) and an
Environmental Management Plan (EMP) (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), which explains how the
impact of construction activities on the environment, including wildlife, would be managed. This includes
species and habitat specific mitigation strategies which detail measures to be taken during both the
construction and operational phases of the scheme to protect wildlife.

Areas of existing vegetation of high biodiversity value including woodland, individual trees and hedgerows
have been retained or protected where possible or minimised through design. Where these habitats are
located adjacent to construction areas, appropriate buffers would be established and fencing utilised to
maintain root protection zones as detailed within the Arboricultural Impact Assessment Report (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 7.3) as part of the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

Habitat protection measures are detailed within the EMP; such measures include the establishment of no-
construction buffer zones around sensitive habitats such as ancient woodlands and veteran trees, installation
of tree protection fencing and pollution prevention measures. The translocation of trees, hedgerow and
orchids is proposed in key locations within the scheme. These locations and detailed strategies for the
successful implementation of the translocations are included within the EMP.

N/A

12

Biodiversity

Considers too many habitats will be destroyed by the proposals and will
never recover. Considers if NH cared for the environment a better way would
be found to complete the scheme.

National Highways has undertaken an extensive suite of ecological surveys to inform the Environmental
Impact Assessment and identified mitigation measures required to protect wildlife during construction.
National Highways has produced an Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2) and an
Environmental Management Plan (EMP) (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), which explains how the
impact of construction activities on the environment, including wildlife, would be managed. This includes
species and habitat specific mitigation strategies which detail measures to be taken during both the
construction and operational phases of the scheme to protect wildlife.

Areas of existing vegetation of high biodiversity value including woodland, individual trees and hedgerows
have been retained or protected where possible or minimised through design. Where these habitats are
located adjacent to construction areas, appropriate buffers would be established and fencing utilised to
maintain root protection zones as detailed within the Arboricultural Impact Assessment Report (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 7.3) as part of the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

Habitat protection measures are detailed within the EMP; such measures include the establishment of no-
construction buffer zones around sensitive habitats such as ancient woodlands and veteran trees, installation

N/A
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change? (Y/N or

N/A)

of tree protection fencing and pollution prevention measures. The translocation of trees, hedgerow and
orchids is proposed in key locations within the scheme. These locations and detailed strategies for the
successful implementation of the translocations are included within the EMP.

Areas of habitat creation are included within the scheme as replacement for those habitats lost to
construction. These areas of habitat creation would include plant species of local provenance, in keeping
with the character of the local landscape, and of benefit to biodiversity. Furthermore, habitat creation areas
have been designed to, once established, improve ecological connectivity through the local landscape along
the A358, by connecting up existing parcels of semi-natural habitats. In recognition of the time required for
created habitats to provide an equivalent biodiversity value to those lost, larger areas of habitat would be
created in comparison to those lost to ensure a net increase in habitat area. As detailed within the
Environmental Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), these habitats would be subject
to long-term management and monitoring to maximise the outcomes for biodiversity.

13 Biodiversity Concern raised that the current solution destroys huge amounts of natural National Highways has undertaken an extensive suite of ecological surveys to inform the Environmental N/A
flora and fauna habitat that will never be replaced by the proposed Impact Assessment and identified mitigation measures required to protect wildlife during construction.
biodiversity mitigation areas. National Highways has produced an Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2) and an

Environmental Management Plan (EMP) (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), which explains how the
impact of construction activities on the environment, including wildlife, would be managed. This includes
species and habitat specific mitigation strategies which detail measures to be taken during both the
construction and operational phases of the scheme to protect wildlife.

Areas of existing vegetation of high biodiversity value including woodland, individual trees and hedgerows
have been retained or protected where possible or minimised through design. Where these habitats are
located adjacent to construction areas, appropriate buffers would be established and fencing utilised to
maintain root protection zones as detailed within the Arboricultural Impact Assessment Report (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 7.3) as part of the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

Habitat protection measures are detailed within the EMP; such measures include the establishment of no-
construction buffer zones around sensitive habitats such as ancient woodlands and veteran trees, installation
of tree protection fencing and pollution prevention measures. The translocation of trees, hedgerow and
orchids is proposed in key locations within the scheme. These locations and detailed strategies for the
successful implementation of the translocations are included within the EMP.

Areas of habitat creation are included within the scheme as replacement for those habitats lost to
construction. These areas of habitat creation would include plant species of local provenance, in keeping
with the character of the local landscape, and of benefit to biodiversity. Furthermore, habitat creation areas
have been designed to, once established, improve ecological connectivity through the local landscape along
the A358, by connecting up existing parcels of semi-natural habitats. In recognition of the time required for
created habitats to provide an equivalent biodiversity value to those lost, larger areas of habitat would be
created in comparison to those lost to ensure a net increase in habitat area. As detailed within the
Environmental Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), these habitats would be subject
to long-term management and monitoring to maximise the outcomes for biodiversity.

14 Biodiversity Considers disruption and pollution, both from construction and long term National Highways has undertaken an extensive suite of ecological surveys to inform the Environmental N/A
from traffic speeds, will drive away wildlife permanently. Notes ease at which | Impact Assessment and identified mitigation measures required to protect wildlife during construction.
flora and fauna can be displaced and will likely never return even when National Highways has produced an Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2) and an
conditions are resumed. Environmental Management Plan (EMP) (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), which explains how the

impact of construction activities on the environment, including wildlife, would be managed. This includes
species and habitat specific mitigation strategies which detail measures to be taken during both the
construction and operational phases of the scheme to protect wildlife.

Areas of existing vegetation of high biodiversity value including woodland, individual trees and hedgerows
have been retained or protected where possible or minimised through design. Where these habitats are
located adjacent to construction areas, appropriate buffers would be established and fencing utilised to
maintain root protection zones as detailed within the Arboricultural Impact Assessment Report (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 7.3) as part of the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

Habitat protection measures are detailed within the EMP; such measures include the establishment of no-
construction buffer zones around sensitive habitats such as ancient woodlands and veteran trees, installation
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of tree protection fencing and pollution prevention measures. The translocation of trees, hedgerow and
orchids is proposed in key locations within the scheme. These locations and detailed strategies for the
successful implementation of the translocations are included within the EMP.

Areas of habitat creation are included within the scheme as replacement for those habitats lost to
construction. These areas of habitat creation would include plant species of local provenance, in keeping
with the character of the local landscape, and of benefit to biodiversity. Furthermore, habitat creation areas
have been designed to, once established, improve ecological connectivity through the local landscape along
the A358, by connecting up existing parcels of semi-natural habitats. In recognition of the time required for
created habitats to provide an equivalent biodiversity value to those lost, larger areas of habitat would be
created in comparison to those lost to ensure a net increase in habitat area. As detailed within the
Environmental Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), these habitats would be subject
to long-term management and monitoring to maximise the outcomes for biodiversity.

Matter relevant
to a design

change? (Y/N or

N/A)

15

Biodiversity

Notes the area is environmentally special with a species rich habitat.
Considers the scheme lacks empathy and understanding for wildlife
corridoors and nature by proposing that species can be relocated to new
areas in a meaningful way. Considers NH is showing an urban mentality.

National Highways has undertaken an extensive suite of ecological surveys to inform the Environmental
Impact Assessment and identified mitigation measures required to protect wildlife during construction.
National Highways has produced an Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2) and an
Environmental Management Plan (EMP) (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), which explains how the
impact of construction activities on the environment, including wildlife, would be managed. This includes
species and habitat specific mitigation strategies which detail measures to be taken during both the
construction and operational phases of the scheme to protect wildlife.

Areas of existing vegetation of high biodiversity value including woodland, individual trees and hedgerows
have been retained or protected where possible or minimised through design. Where these habitats are
located adjacent to construction areas, appropriate buffers would be established and fencing utilised to
maintain root protection zones as detailed within the Arboricultural Impact Assessment Report (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 7.3) as part of the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

Habitat protection measures are detailed within the EMP; such measures include the establishment of no-
construction buffer zones around sensitive habitats such as ancient woodlands and veteran trees, installation
of tree protection fencing and pollution prevention measures. The translocation of trees, hedgerow and
orchids is proposed in key locations within the scheme. These locations and detailed strategies for the
successful implementation of the translocations are included within the EMP.

Areas of habitat creation are included within the scheme as replacement for those habitats lost to
construction. These areas of habitat creation would include plant species of local provenance, in keeping
with the character of the local landscape, and of benefit to biodiversity. Furthermore, habitat creation areas
have been designed to, once established, improve ecological connectivity through the local landscape along
the A358, by connecting up existing parcels of semi-natural habitats. In recognition of the time required for
created habitats to provide an equivalent biodiversity value to those lost, larger areas of habitat would be
created in comparison to those lost to ensure a net increase in habitat area. As detailed within the
Environmental Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), these habitats would be subject
to long-term management and monitoring to maximise the outcomes for biodiversity.

N/A

16

Biodiversity

Notes the area is rich in biodiversity and concerned a large section of
dormice hedgerow is being destroyed.

National Highways has undertaken an extensive suite of ecological surveys to inform the Environmental
Impact Assessment and identified mitigation measures required to protect wildlife during construction.
National Highways has produced an Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2) and an
Environmental Management Plan (EMP) (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), which explains how the
impact of construction activities on the environment, including wildlife, would be managed. This includes
species and habitat specific mitigation strategies which detail measures to be taken during both the
construction and operational phases of the scheme to protect wildlife. In terms of impacts to dormice, a
European Protected Species (EPS) licence would be required from Natural England to allow construction
works for the scheme. One of the tests that must be met before this licence is granted is that the favourable
conservation status of the species is maintained. This process applies to other EPS and protected species
impacted by the scheme, including bats, great crested newts, badgers, otter and water vole.

Areas of existing vegetation of high biodiversity value including woodland, individual trees and hedgerows
have been retained or protected where possible or minimised through design. Where these habitats are
located adjacent to construction areas, appropriate buffers would be established and fencing utilised to
maintain root protection zones as detailed within the Arboricultural Impact Assessment Report (Document

N/A
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Reference 6.4, Appendix 7.3) as part of the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

Habitat protection measures are detailed within the EMP; such measures include the establishment of no-
construction buffer zones around sensitive habitats such as ancient woodlands and veteran trees, installation
of tree protection fencing and pollution prevention measures. The translocation of trees, hedgerow and
orchids is proposed in key locations within the scheme. These locations and detailed strategies for the
successful implementation of the translocations are included within the EMP.

Areas of habitat creation are included within the scheme as replacement for those habitats lost to
construction. These areas of habitat creation would include plant species of local provenance, in keeping
with the character of the local landscape, and of benefit to biodiversity. Furthermore, habitat creation areas
have been designed to, once established, improve ecological connectivity through the local landscape along
the A358, by connecting up existing parcels of semi-natural habitats. In recognition of the time required for
created habitats to provide an equivalent biodiversity value to those lost, larger areas of habitat would be
created in comparison to those lost to ensure a net increase in habitat area. As detailed within the
Environmental Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), these habitats would be subject
to long-term management and monitoring to maximise the outcomes for biodiversity.

Matter relevant
to a design

change? (Y/N or

N/A)

17

Biodiversity

Support for effort made to protect the flora and fauna.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the
scheme.

N/A

18

Biodiversity

Supports all proposals for environmental mitigation.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the
scheme.

N/A

19

Biodiversity

Concern regarding overall environmental effects and loss of habitats for
species such as birds, moths, beetles etc.

The proposals have been informed by extensive ecological surveys which have fed into the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) process. A mitigation hierarchy approach has been applied to the scheme design;
seeking firstly to avoid, or reduce adverse effects on valued ecological features and then to mitigate those
which cannot be reduced. Where impacts upon protected species and habitats have been identified, specific
mitigation strategies have been developed and agreed with Natural England; these are included within the
Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

Areas of existing vegetation of high biodiversity value including woodland, individual trees and hedgerows
have been retained or protected where possible or minimised through design. Where these habitats are
located adjacent to construction areas, appropriate buffers would be established and fencing utilised to
maintain root protection zones as detailed within the Arboricultural Impact Assessment Report (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 7.3) as part of the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

Areas of habitat creation are included within the scheme as replacement for those habitats lost to
construction. These areas of habitat creation would include plant species of local provenance, in keeping
with the character of the local landscape, and of benefit to biodiversity. Furthermore, habitat creation areas
have been designed to, once established, improve ecological connectivity through the local landscape along
the A358, by connecting up existing parcels of semi-natural habitats. In recognition of the time required for
created habitats to provide an equivalent biodiversity value to those lost, larger areas of habitat would be
created in comparison to those lost to ensure a net increase in habitat area. As detailed within the
Environmental Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), these habitats would be subject
to long-term management and monitoring to maximise the outcomes for biodiversity.

N/A

20

Biodiversity

Concerned wildlife fencing appears to push wildlife behind the culverts
beneath the carriageways. Queries if these will be big enough for deer to
cross and if other wildlife bridges or highways plan to be provided to prevent
hedgehogs and badgers from needing to cross the carriageway.

Habitat creation areas have been designed to form a network of habitats that would act as ecological
dispersal corridors once established and facilitate the safe movement of wildlife through the landscape.
Where possible habitat creation has been used to reconnect parcels of semi-natural habitats, including small
woodland blocks, within the local landscape along the A358. Refer to Environmental Statement Chapter 8
Biodiversity (Document Reference 6.2) for more details.

Where suitable wildlife crossing features already exist along the A358, such as underbridges associated with
watercourses, these have been replicated/extended to facilitate safe crossing under the new eastbound
carriageway. These features, which are currently used by species such as deer, badgers and other
mammals, will therefore continue to be available as part of the proposed scheme. Additional measures have
also been incorporated into the scheme to facilitate the safe movement of wildlife. This includes mammal
ledges within culverts and underbridges in key locations to encourage mammal passage beneath the
scheme even in times of flood. Badger tunnels are incorporated where key badger movement corridors have
been identified, and dormouse bridges are proposed to maintain safe connection between dormouse habitats
on either side of the scheme. Mammal-proof fencing is also proposed at key crossing points (for example

N/A
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watercourses) to direct wildlife towards tunnels, culverts and underbridges as appropriate. Locations of
mammal crossings are shown on General Arrangement Plans (Document Reference 2.5a) and Envionmental
Statement Figure 7.8 Environmental masterplans (Document Reference 6.3).

Matter relevant
to a design

change? (Y/N or

N/A)

21

Climate

Concerned there is little reassurance that the climate impacts of the scheme
are not aligned to national climate change legislation or steps the scheme is
taking to reduce carbon impacts. Considers HE commitment to net zero by
2050 does nothing to mitigate against the tonnes of concrete being poured
into rural Somerset over the next 5 years.

National Highways is cognisant of the changes introduced by the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target
Amendment) Order 2019, and the net-zero ambition is set out within the amendments. The Secretary of
State supports delivery of emission reductions through a system of five-year carbon budgets that set a
trajectory for reducing greenhouse gas production to 2050. In response to the carbon budgets, the
Department for Transport has published The Road to Zero which sets out steps towards cleaner road
transport and delivering the Industrial Strategy.

National Highways ‘Net Zero Highways: our 2030/ 2040/ 2050 plans’ outlines its ambitious plan to be net
zero by 2050.

National Highways is required by the National Policy Statement for National Networks to assess the effects
of the scheme in relation to carbon emissions and climate change, including an assessment of the
significance of any increase within the context of the relevant UK carbon budget period. The climate
assessment presented within the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report considered impacts
over a 60 year period and compared emissions against the UK 4th carbon budget (construction emissions)
and the 5th and 6th carbon budgets (for operation). This assessment has also been incorporated into
Environmental Statement Chapter 14 Climate (Document Reference 6.2), which outlines the measures taken
to avoid and mitigate carbon emissions through the design of the scheme. It also describes an assessment
of any likely significant climate factors in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Impact
Assessment Regulations and concludes in all cases the emissions calculated demonstrated no impact on the
ability of the UK Government to meet these carbon budgets, and no significant effect on climate.

No

22

Climate

Considers scheme does not reflect current thought on climate change and
the environment. Considers approach should be to decrease concrete use,
preserve roads and reduce spending on new products.

National Highways is cognisant of the changes introduced by the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target
Amendment) Order 2019, and the net-zero ambition is set out within the amendments. The Secretary of
State supports delivery of emission reductions through a system of five-year carbon budgets that set a
trajectory for reducing greenhouse gas production to 2050. In response to the carbon budgets, the
Department for Transport has published The Road to Zero which sets out steps towards cleaner road
transport and delivering the Industrial Strategy.

National Highways ‘Net Zero Highways: our 2030/ 2040/ 2050 plans’ outlines its ambitious plan to be net
zero by 2050.

National Highways is required by the National Policy Statement for National Networks to assess the effects
of the scheme in relation to carbon emissions and climate change, including an assessment of the
significance of any increase within the context of the relevant UK carbon budget period. The climate
assessment presented within the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report considered impacts
over a 60 year period and compared emissions against the UK 4th carbon budget (construction emissions)
and the 5th and 6th carbon budgets (for operation). This assessment has also been incorporated into
Environmental Statement Chapter 14 Climate (Document Reference 6.2), which outlines the measures taken
to avoid and mitigate carbon emissions through the design of the scheme. It also describes an assessment
of any likely significant climate factors in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Impact
Assessment Regulations and concludes in all cases the emissions calculated demonstrated no impact on the
ability of the UK Government to meet these carbon budgets, and no significant effect on climate.

No

23

Climate

Considers the agricultural land needed given the climate crisis and considers
we should be championing slower road use, reduced recourse use and
increased public transport.

The proposed scheme only uses land essential for a development of this nature, including the environmental
mitigation measures. Opportunities to minimise the footprint have been explored throughout the design
process. The proposals seek to reduce the impact on agricultural land through minimising the amount of
agricultural land permanently required by the scheme. Agricultural land used temporarily is to be restored to
a condition suitable for return to its existing land function. The assessment of effects on agricultural land is
presented within Environmental Statement Chapter 9 Geology and soils (Document Reference 6.2). The
National Highways is cognisant of the changes introduced by the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target
Amendment) Order 2019, and the net-zero ambition is set out within the amendments. The Secretary of
State supports delivery of emission reductions through a system of five-year carbon budgets that set a
trajectory for reducing greenhouse gas production to 2050. In response to the carbon budgets, the
Department for Transport has published The Road to Zero which sets out steps towards cleaner road
transport and delivering the Industrial Strategy.

No
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National Highways ‘Net Zero Highways: our 2030/ 2040/ 2050 plans’ outlines its ambitious plan to be net
zero by 2050.

National Highways is required by the National Policy Statement for National Networks to assess the effects
of the scheme in relation to carbon emissions and climate change, including an assessment of the
significance of any increase within the context of the relevant UK carbon budget period. The climate
assessment presented within the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report considered impacts
over a 60 year period and compared emissions against the UK 4th carbon budget (construction emissions)
and the 5th and 6th carbon budgets (for operation). This assessment has also been incorporated into
Environmental Statement Chapter 14 Climate (Document Reference 6.2), which outlines the measures taken
to avoid and mitigate carbon emissions through the design of the scheme. It also describes an assessment
of any likely significant climate factors in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Impact
Assessment Regulations and concludes in all cases the emissions calculated demonstrated no impact on the
ability of the UK Government to meet these carbon budgets, and no significant effect on climate.

Alternatives to the scheme including different modes of transport were considered as part of the option
identification and appraisal process, leading to the Preferred Route Announcement in June 2019. This
concluded that even substantial improvements to public transport provision, predominantly in the form of rail
improvements, would not sufficiently reduce the number of vehicles to help address the identified problems
along the A303/A358 corridor.

24 Climate Road building is not compatible with climate change- electric cars and tree National Highways is cognisant of the changes introduced by the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target N/A
planting are suggested mitigation methods. Amendment) Order 2019, and the net-zero ambition is set out within the amendments. The Secretary of
State supports delivery of emission reductions through a system of five-year carbon budgets that set a
trajectory for reducing greenhouse gas production to 2050. In response to the carbon budgets, the
Department for Transport has published The Road to Zero which sets out steps towards cleaner road
transport and delivering the Industrial Strategy.

National Highways ‘Net Zero Highways: our 2030/ 2040/ 2050 plans’ outlines its ambitious plan to be net
zero by 2050.

National Highways is required by the National Policy Statement for National Networks to assess the effects
of the scheme in relation to carbon emissions and climate change, including an assessment of the
significance of any increase within the context of the relevant UK carbon budget period. The climate
assessment presented within the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report considered impacts
over a 60 year period and compared emissions against the UK 4th carbon budget (construction emissions)
and the 5th and 6th carbon budgets (for operation). This assessment has also been incorporated into
Environmental Statement Chapter 14 Climate (Document Reference 6.2), which outlines the measures taken
to avoid and mitigate carbon emissions through the design of the scheme. It also describes an assessment
of any likely significant climate factors in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Impact
Assessment Regulations and concludes in all cases the emissions calculated demonstrated no impact on the
ability of the UK Government to meet these carbon budgets, and no significant effect on climate.

Regarding the suggested mitigation methods, the provision of electric car charging points is outside of the
scope of this scheme. However, National Highways have developed a scheme design which includes
extensive areas of grassland, hedgerow and woodland habitat creation.

25 Climate States it is unclear how global warming projections are accorded within the We note your comments on the effect of the scheme on climate change and flood risk. Environmental N/A
scheme. States it is not clear how the scheme will mitigate against increased | Statement Chapter 14 Climate (Document Reference 6.2) contains an assessment of the impacts of the
flooding due to predicted increase in rainfall and an increase in hard scheme. The climate assessment considered impacts over a 60-year period and compared emissions
surfacing against the UK 4th Carbon Budget (construction emissions) and the 5th and 6th Carbon budgets (for

operation). In all cases the emissions calculated demonstrated no impact on the ability of the UK
Government to meet these carbon budgets, and no significant effect on climate. For flood risk, as part of the
preliminary design, we have incorporated mitigation to ensure no loss of floodplain compensation or
restriction to river flows. As a result, we do not predict any increase in flood risk or water level as a result of
the scheme. An assessment of the effects of the scheme in relation to flood risk is provided in Environmental
Statement (Document Reference 6.2) Chapter 13 Road Drainage and the Water Environment.

26 Construction Concerned there will be immense disruption whilst construction work is National Highways is committed to keeping the A358 open to traffic during construction and will seek to N/A
carried out. minimise disruption while maintaining highway safety. The Environmental Management Plan (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1) and Construction Traffic Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4,
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Appendix 2.1, Annex B) set out how the impact of construction on the environment, the road network and
local communities will be managed. National Highways continues to collaborate with the local highway
authority, Somerset Council, to identify and manage any potential mitigation measures required. Phasing of
the works depends on a number of factors and will be optimised for delivery of the scheme as a whole.

Should the application be approved, the contractor will produce an updated Construction Traffic
Management Plan (Document Reference 6.2, Appendix 2.1, Annex B) as part of the detailed design stage.
This would plan the construction phasing, which would be in discussion and agreement with Somerset
Council.

Matter relevant
to a design

change? (Y/N or

N/A)

27

Consultation

’

Concerned consultation lacks reference to phrases such as ‘climate-change
and ‘net-zero’ and considers the response to the 2021 consultation
inadequate.

As set out in this Report, National Highways considers that consultation was accurate, robust, had an
appropriate reach and allowed sufficient time to provide a response, meeting all the required National
Highways standards and requirements of the Planning Act 2008 and The Infrastructure Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017.

As set out in the Statement of Community Consultation (Document Reference 5.2 Appendix 4.4 Published
2021 Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC)) advice was sought from Local Authorities on how to
consult appropriately, to ensure stakeholders and the local community were informed of the consultation and
had the opportunity to contribute to them.

N/A

28

Consultation

Concerned no one from NH has discussed these issues with the Parish
Authorities concerned.

Engagement with the Parish Councils has been ongoing, including consideration of suggested alternatives,
and requests to share information. Sections 2.5, 6.2 and 9.2 of the Consultation Report (Document
Reference 5.1) provide more information.

N/A

29

Consultation

Appreciates efforts to consult with people and amend proposals.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the
scheme.

N/A

30

Cumulative effects

Attempts at mitigation are good but futile, as more roads will mean more cars
and further cumulative effects.

In line with Design Manual for Roads and Bridges LA 104 Environmental assessment and monitoring,
cumulative effects have been assessed based on the conclusions of individual environmental factor
assessments. In summary, there are no cumulative or combined impacts anticipated which would result in
any new significant effects to those identified in each chapter of the Environmental Statement (Document
Reference 6.2 Chapters 5-14). No mitigation measures further to those set out in the Environmental
Statement (Document Reference 6.2, Chapters 5-14) and the Environmental Management Plan (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1) are required.

No

31

Economics

Concern regarding the costs of the project.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

National Highways assess the costs and benefits of the scheme using a number of different assessments to
understand impacts including journey time savings to road users, road safety, wider economic impacts, and
a range of environmental aspects. The project is reviewed by both National Highways and the Department
for Transport to examine whether the benefits outweigh the costs, and whether the business case for the
scheme is sufficiently strong to support delivery. This is reviewed at every stage of work to determine
whether the scheme delivery should be continued; the scheme has already gone through a strategic outline
business case, and the preliminary design stage sets out the outline business case (a more detailed
version). A full business case will be prepared during construction preparation if the Development Consent
Order is granted.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users. Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money
assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

Journey time savings are forecast to be in the order of 5 to 7 minutes during most times of day. This equates
to a saving of more than 30% during most times of day.

N/A

32

Economics

Objects to project as considers is costly and upsetting for local residents.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business
leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

N/A
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National Highways assess the costs and benefits of the scheme using a number of different assessments to
understand impacts including journey time savings to road users, road safety, wider economic impacts, and
a range of environmental aspects. The project is reviewed by both National Highways and the Department
for Transport to examine whether the benefits outweigh the costs, and whether the business case for the
scheme is sufficiently strong to support delivery. This is reviewed at every stage of work to determine
whether the scheme delivery should be continued; the scheme has already gone through a strategic outline
business case, and the preliminary design stage sets out the outline business case (a more detailed
version). A full business case will be prepared during construction preparation if the Development Consent
Order is granted.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users. Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money
assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

Journey time savings are forecast to be in the order of 5 to 7 minutes during most times of day. This equates
to a saving of more than 30% during most times of day.

Matter relevant
to a design

change? (Y/N or

N/A)

33

Economics

Feels that the scheme is a waste of money.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business
leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

National Highways assess the costs and benefits of the scheme using a number of different assessments to
understand impacts including journey time savings to road users, road safety, wider economic impacts, and
a range of environmental aspects. The project is reviewed by both National Highways and the Department
for Transport to examine whether the benefits outweigh the costs, and whether the business case for the
scheme is sufficiently strong to support delivery. This is reviewed at every stage of work to determine
whether the scheme delivery should be continued; the scheme has already gone through a strategic outline
business case, and the preliminary design stage sets out the outline business case (a more detailed
version). A full business case will be prepared during construction preparation if the Development Consent
Order is granted.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users. Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money
assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

Journey time savings are forecast to be in the order of 5 to 7 minutes during most times of day. This equates
to a saving of more than 30% during most times of day.

N/A

34

Economics

Considers scheme a waste of tax payers money.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

National Highways assess the costs and benefits of the scheme using a number of different assessments to
understand impacts including journey time savings to road users, road safety, wider economic impacts, and
a range of environmental aspects. The project is reviewed by both National Highways and the Department
for Transport to examine whether the benefits outweigh the costs, and whether the business case for the
scheme is sufficiently strong to support delivery. This is reviewed at every stage of work to determine
whether the scheme delivery should be continued; the scheme has already gone through a strategic outline
business case, and the preliminary design stage sets out the outline business case (a more detailed
version). A full business case will be prepared during construction preparation if the Development Consent
Order is granted.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government's second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users. Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money
assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

N/A
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Matter relevant
to a design
change? (Y/N or

Journey time savings are forecast to be in the order of 5 to 7 minutes during most times of day. This equates
to a saving of more than 30% during most times of day.

N/A)

35

Engineering
design

Concerned over impact on buses given increased journey times and lack of
lay-bys or bus stops.

Alternatives to the scheme including different modes of transport were considered as part of the option
identification and appraisal process, leading to the Preferred Route Announcement in June 2019. This
concluded that even substantial improvements to public transport provision, predominantly in the form of rail
improvements, would not sufficiently reduce the number of vehicles to help address the identified problems
along the A303/A358 corridor.

No

36

Engineering
design

Suggests there should be a cycle path through new plantations incorporated
into design.

As a general principle, routes aimed at cyclists would be surfaced, which is incompatible with environmental
mitigation areas. In some locations, public rights of way would be provided through landscaped areas but
with an unsurfaced path. For example, between Nexus 25 and Stoke Road, cyclists could use the new
restricted byway (unsurfaced) that would link Haydon Lane and Stoke Road via Oldbroach Lane.

Providing cycle paths through mitigation areas could also need further additional land to meet the scheme's
biodiversity requirements. National Highways can only purchase land for essential mitigation purposes, and
not for cycle paths that represent enhancement rather than mitigation.

It is also likely that cycle paths through landscaped areas would serve little purpose in terms of connecting
origins and destinations.

No

37

Engineering
design

Concerned the new roads have excessive land take and suggests the size of
roads is reduced to lessen speeding and associated accidents.

For the A358 to become a high quality dual carriageway, junctions along its length must provide a safe
means with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed, complying with Design Manual
for Roads and Bridges CD 122. As such, all of the direct local road accesses have been removed and
access to the A358 is from new grade separated junctions at Mattock's Tree Green and Ashill.

The scheme has been designed to the standards set out in GD300. As such, any new intermediate junctions
that are constructed as part of the scheme would need to take the form of a full grade- separated junction
similar to the one near Ashill or Mattock's Tree Green. Factors such as the cost, value for money and
environmental impacts of this additional junction also need to be considered. A review of the amount of traffic
that would be likely to use additional junctions does not justify the costs or environmental impacts of these
junctions.

No

38

Engineering
design

Suggests the scale of the dualling should be reduced, so less mitigation
would be needed.

Mattock’s Tree Green junction and Ashill junction have been designed in accordance with the appropriate
standards (DMRB CD 122) taking into account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe
means with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

National Highways consider the size and scale of Mattock’s Tree Green junction is in line with the standards
needed for a dual carriageway and appropriate to providing a connection between two A-roads — the A358
and the A378 to Wrantage and Langport — as well as providing local connections for rural villages. The
junctions have been designed to permit local traffic and agricultural traffic to join the strategic network in the
safest practicable way. Following further traffic modelling, National Highways proposed several design
changes to Mattock’s Tree Green junction. These would improve access for communities living in West
Hatch and Hatch Beauchamp and aim to reduce rat running on local roads.

No

39

Engineering
design

Queries why the lanes of the A358 are so spaces. Notes this uses excess
land and increases mitigation required.

Wider sections of central reserve are implemented on the proposed A358 mainline on bends where visibility
is required to meet the appropriate Design Manual for Roads and Bridges standards. This ensures drivers
have sufficient forward visibility to the road ahead.

No

40

Environment

Concern over environmental impact of construction during and after the work
is carried out.

National Highways acknowledge concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising from the
scheme. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document
Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on
local people and businesses (including reducing impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve
connectivity for local residents and other road users.

As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts,
and then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation measures we have adopted are described
in the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

The Environmental Management Plan (EMP) (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1) outlines measures to
be implemented by the contractor to control potential impacts during the construction stage. This includes a
Register of Environmental Actions and Commitments (REAC). The EMP is a live document and will be

No
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further refined prior to and during the construction stage in accordance with the Design Manual for Roads
and Bridges LA120 Environmental Management Plans.

Matter relevant
to a design

change? (Y/N or

N/A)

41

Environment

Considers the construction of roads and bridges will damage the
envrionment and local ecology for years to come.

National Highways acknowledge concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising from the
scheme. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document
Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on
local people and businesses (including reducing impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve
connectivity for local residents and other road users.

As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts,
and then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation measures we have adopted are described
in the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

The proposals have been informed by extensive ecological surveys which have fed into the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) process. A mitigation hierarchy approach has been applied to the scheme design;
seeking firstly to avoid, or reduce adverse effects on valued ecological features and then to mitigate those
which cannot be reduced. Where impacts upon protected species and habitats have been identified, specific
mitigation strategies have been developed and agreed with Natural England; these are included within the
Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

No

42

Environment

States the provision of green bridges should be considered

Habitat creation areas have been designed to form a network of habitats that would act as ecological
dispersal corridors once established and facilitate the safe movement of wildlife through the landscape.
Where possible habitat creation has been used to reconnect parcels of semi-natural habitats, including small
woodland blocks, within the local landscape along the A358. Refer to Environmental Statement Chapter 8
Biodiversity (Document Reference 6.2) for more details.

Where suitable wildlife crossing features already exist along the A358, such as underbridges associated with
watercourses, these have been replicated/extended to facilitate safe crossing under the new eastbound
carriagway. Additional measures have also been incorporated into the scheme to facilitate the safe
movement of wildlife. This includes mammal ledges within culverts and underbridges in key locations to
encourage mammal passage beneath the scheme even in times of flood. Badger tunnels are incorporated
where key badger movement corridors have been identified, and dormouse bridges are proposed to maintain
safe connection between dormouse habitats on either side of the scheme. Mammal-proof fencing is also
proposed at key crossing points (for example watercourses) to direct wildlife towards tunnels, culverts and
underbridges as appropriate. Locations of mammal crossings are shown on General Arrangement Plans
(Document Reference 2.5a) and Envionmental Statement Figure 7.8 Environmental masterplans (Document
Reference 6.3).

N/A

43

Environment

Suggests that if the size of Ashill and Mattock’s Tree Green junctions were
more proportionate less mitigation would be needed.

Mattock’s Tree Green junction and Ashill junction have been designed in accordance with the appropriate
standards (Design Manual for Roads and Bridges CD 122) taking into account the traffic levels and need for
the slip roads to provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

National Highways consider the size and scale of the junction is in line with the standards needed for a dual
carriageway and appropriate to providing a connection between two A-roads — the A358 and the A378 to
Wrantage and Langport — as well as providing local connections for rural villages. The junction has been
designed to permit local traffic and agricultural traffic to join the strategic network in the safest practicable
way. Following further traffic modelling and consultation, National Highways proposed several design
changes to Mattock’s Tree Green junction for supplementary consultation. These would improve access for
communities living in West Hatch and Hatch Beauchamp and aim to reduce rat running on local roads.

As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts,
and then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation measures we have adopted are described
in the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

No

44

Environment

Objection as concerned the scheme is destroying ancient woodland and
ruining the environment.

National Highways acknowledge concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising from the
scheme. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document
Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on
local people and businesses (including reducing impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve
connectivity for local residents and other road users.

As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts,

N/A
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and then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation measures we have adopted are described
in the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

Areas of existing vegetation of high biodiversity value including woodland, individual trees and hedgerows
have been retained or protected where possible or minimised through design. Where these habitats are
located adjacent to construction areas, appropriate buffers would be established and fencing utilised to
maintain root protection zones as detailed within the Arboricultural Impact Assessment Report (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 7.3) as part of the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

National Highways has developed a scheme design which includes extensive areas of grassland, hedgerow
and woodland habitat creation, as well as new water channels and ponds. All new planting would use native
species that reflect the species composition of those habitats lost to the construction of the scheme and
those of greatest wildlife benefit. National Highways has prepared an Environmental Management Plan
(EMP) (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1) that details the proposed mitigation and enhancement
measures. This document also details management and monitoring protocols for all habitat creation areas to
ensure the successful establishment and long term viability of the habitats created.

Ancient woodland is considered to be irreplaceable habitat and as such the scheme has been designed to
avoid direct impacts on ancient woodland. Any potential indirect impacts on ancient woodland, for example
through increased nitrogen deposition, have been considered within the Environmental Statement
(Document Reference 6.2) submitted as part of the DCO application.

45 Environment Notes that the environmental impact of the wide dual carriageway is National Highways acknowledges the response provided. No
significant and suggests the central reservation width should be reduced. The proposed central reserve is widened through bends to ensure appropriate forward visibility is achieved
for road users as per DMRC CD 109.
46 Environment Concern for wildlife which will be displaced. National Highways acknowledge concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising from the N/A

scheme. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document
Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on
local people and businesses (including reducing impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve
connectivity for local residents and other road users.

As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts,
and then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation measures we have adopted are described
in the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

The proposals have been informed by extensive ecological surveys which have fed into the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) process. A mitigation hierarchy approach has been applied to the scheme design;
seeking firstly to avoid, or reduce adverse effects on valued ecological features and then to mitigate those
which cannot be reduced. Where impacts upon protected species and habitats have been identified, specific
mitigation strategies have been developed and agreed with Natural England; these are included within the
Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

Areas of habitat creation are included within the scheme as replacement for those habitats lost to
construction. These areas of habitat creation would include plant species of local provenance, in keeping
with the character of the local landscape, and of benefit to biodiversity. Furthermore, habitat creation areas
have been designed to, once established, improve ecological connectivity through the local landscape along
the A358, by connecting up existing parcels of semi-natural habitats. In recognition of the time required for
created habitats to provide an equivalent biodiversity value to those lost, larger areas of habitat would be
created in comparison to those lost to ensure a net increase in habitat area. As detailed within the
Environmental Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), these habitats would be subject
to long-term management and monitoring to maximise the outcomes for biodiversity.

47 Environment Considers the wildlife would be best left where it is rather than being The proposals have been informed by extensive ecological surveys which have fed into the Environmental N/A
physically moved elsewhere Impact Assessment (EIA) process. A mitigation hierarchy approach has been applied to the scheme design;
seeking firstly to avoid, or reduce adverse effects on valued ecological features and then to mitigate those
which cannot be reduced. Where impacts upon protected species and habitats have been identified, specific
mitigation strategies have been developed and agreed with Natural England; these are included within the
Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

Areas of habitat creation are included within the scheme as replacement for those habitats lost to

Appendix Table 8.1G Summary of matters raised in relation to Q3 of the feedback questionnaire in relation to proposed changes for environmental mitigation and the National Highways response






