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Appendix 7.25  

Photographs of 2022 supplementary public information 
events 
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Appendix 7.26  

Copy of 2022 supplementary consultation event 
banners  
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Appendix 7.27a  

Copy of press releases for 2022 supplementary 
consultation  

 

 

  



Have your say on design changes for A358 Taunton to Southfields 
 

National Highways wants your views on its design changes for the upgrade of the 
A358 in Somerset through a supplementary consultation.  
 
The planned upgrade of the A358, a key route linking the South West and London 
and South East, will see a single lane stretch of carriageway between the M5 at 
Taunton and the Southfields roundabout upgraded to dual carriageway. 
 
Following more than 900 responses to a public consultation in 2021, National 
Highways has made further refinements to the proposed route, including: 

• Changes to access arrangements at Nexus 25 and Mattock’s Tree Green 
junctions 

• Updates to our proposals for walker, cyclist, horse-rider and disabled user 
access 

• A number of new areas identified as suitable for habitat creation, as well as 
updated proposals for hedgerow improvements and woodland management 

• A change in location for the main construction compound 
 
Details about these and other changes made since our 2021 public consultation will 
be available from 24 May, when National Highways will welcome your feedback.  
 

 
Caption: Have your say on the design changes for the A358 Taunton to Southfields 
upgrade from the 24 May 
 
Katherine Liddington, Senior Project Manager for the A358 scheme, said: “We plan 
to upgrade approximately 8.5 miles of the A358 to a new high-quality and high-
performing dual carriageway, which will reduce congestion, enhance safety and 
improve connectivity for road users and local communities, while unlocking economic 
growth in Somerset and beyond.  
 



“Since our 2021 consultation we’ve made some changes to our preliminary design, 
which will improve safety and access to local roads and reduce the impact on 
communities, the environment and the local landscape. 
 
“As part of our planning, we would like to hear your thoughts on our design changes 
before we submit our planning application later this year.” 
 
[PICTURE] 
 
In delivering the scheme, we’re aiming to: 
 

• improve the capacity of the road to reduce delays and queues that occur 
during peak hours and at key times of the year i.e. the height of summer. 

• support economic growth, facilitating growth in jobs and housing by providing 
a free-flowing and reliable connection between the South East and the South 
West 

• make the road safer, by providing additional capacity and reducing driver 
stress. We’ll also improve routes for pedestrians, cyclists, horse riders in the 
area 

• protect the environment and look for opportunities to improve it, minimising 
any unnecessary impact of the scheme on the surrounding natural and 
historic environment and landscape 

• work with local communities to reduce the impact of the road, and look for 
ways to improve local people’s quality of life 

• make journey times more reliable and resilient; by providing more capacity it 
will become easier to manage traffic when incidents occur 

 
The supplementary consultation runs from 24 May to 26 June 2022 with feedback 
helping National Highways develop its planning application for a Development 
Consent Order (DCO) to be submitted later this year. 
 
A DCO is required for all nationally significant infrastructure projects and will allow for 
the Planning Inspectorate to make a recommendation to the Secretary of State, who 
will decide on whether development consent should be granted for the proposed 
scheme. 
 
All plans will be available on a dedicated consultation website and virtual exhibition 
room, that can be accessed via www.highwaysengland.co.uk/a358-taunton-to-
southfields from 10:00 on the 24 May 2022. 
 
National Highways is holding three public consultation events: 

• Thursday 26 May from 11am to 8pm: Monks Yard (Conference Room), 
Horton Cross Farm, Horton Cross, Ilminster, Somerset, TA19 9PT 

• Wednesday 8 June from 11am to 8pm: Somerset County Cricket Club, The 
Cooper Associates County Ground, St. James Street, Taunton, Somerset, 
TA1 1JT 

• Saturday 11 June from 11am to 6pm: Taunton Racecourse, Orchard 
Portman, Taunton, Somerset, TA3 7BL 

 



There will also be four webinars, where you will be able to put your questions to the 
project team. For more information on these, or to book your place, visit: 
http://www.highwaysengland.co.uk/a358-taunton-to-southfields  
 
If you do not have access to the internet, you can request a free copy of our 
consultation booklet, feedback questionnaire and responding to 2022 consultation 
booklet by calling 0300 123 5000 or emailing 
A358TauntontoSouthfields@highwaysengland.co.uk  



Consultation launches on design changes for A358 Taunton to Southfields 
scheme 

 
National Highways has today (24 May) launched a supplementary consultation for 
the upgrade of the A358 in Somerset. 
 
The planned upgrade of the A358, a key route linking the South West and London 
and South East, will see a single lane stretch of carriageway between the M5 at 
Taunton and the Southfields roundabout upgraded to dual carriageway. 
 
Following more than 900 responses to a public consultation in 2021, National 
Highways has made further refinements to the proposed route including: 
 

• Nexus 25 junction – change from roundabout to signalised junction to 
accommodate signalised pedestrianised crossing and facilitate management 
of traffic in conjunction with M5 junction 25 

• Mattocks Tree Green junction 
o New connection at the eastern roundabout - for direct access to 

Village Road and onward travel to Hatch Beauchamp 
o Realignment of Ash Road connection – removing the direct link 

between Ash Road and Mattocks Tree Green junction to discourage 
rat-running 

o West Hatch Lane extension – providing a new public road alongside 
the A358 to allow more direct access to Mattocks Tree Green junction 

• Bridge at Bickenhall Lane – moved to place it further from Bickenhall Wood 
ancient woodland and access for walkers, cyclists, horse-riders and disabled 
users and private farm access 

• Capland Link – confirming that the link road is our chosen option and the 
route of the link road adjacent to the A358 

• Jordans bridge – a new link and bridge over the A358 between Ashill 
junction and Southfields roundabout for walkers, cyclists and horse-riders and 
disabled users and private farm access. 

 
Details about these and other changes made since our 2021 public consultation are 
available from today (24th May), with National Highways welcoming your feedback 
until the 26th June. 
 



 
Caption: A map summarising some of the improvements we’ve made since the 
public consultation in 2021 
 
Katherine Liddington, Senior Project Manager for the A358 scheme, said: “We plan 
to upgrade approximately 8.5 miles of the A358 to a new high-quality and high-
performing dual carriageway, which will reduce congestion, enhance safety and 
improve connectivity for road users and local communities, while unlocking economic 
growth in Somerset and beyond.  
 
“Since our 2021 consultation we’ve made some changes to our preliminary design, 
which will improve safety and access to local roads and reduce the impact on 
communities, the environment and the local landscape. 
 
“As part of our planning, we would like to hear your thoughts on our design changes 
before we submit our planning application later this year.” 
 
Rebecca Pow MP added: “The A358 upgrade has been a long time coming and a 
great deal of progress has been made to reach this stage. It’s one of my 
commitments as your MP and I am pleased that Government is supporting this 
scheme.  
 
“It is also most welcome that National Highways are listening to feedback and 
continuing to refine the route, something I have urged them to do as working with the 
community is vital.  
 
“It is as important as ever that the A303/A358 corridor is improved as this is crucial to 
unlocking the region. I hope as many people as possible will take part in this 
supplementary consultation.” 
 



 
Caption: Visualisation showing new proposal for Mattock’s Tree Green 
junction looking west towards Ash Road 
 
In delivering the scheme, we’re aiming to: 
 

• improve the capacity of the road to reduce delays and queues that occur 
during peak hours and at key times of the year i.e. the height of summer. 

• support economic growth, facilitating growth in jobs and housing by providing 
a free-flowing and reliable connection between the South East and the South 
West 

• make the road safer, by providing additional capacity and reducing driver 
stress. We’ll also improve routes for pedestrians, cyclists, horse riders in the 
area 

• protect the environment and look for opportunities to improve it, minimising 
any unnecessary impact of the scheme on the surrounding natural and 
historic environment and landscape 

• work with local communities to reduce the impact of the road, and look for 
ways to improve local people’s quality of life 

• make journey times more reliable and resilient; by providing more capacity it 
will become easier to manage traffic when incidents occur 

 
Paula Hewitt, Somerset County Council’s Lead Director for Economic and 
Community Infrastructure, said: “We’re really grateful to everyone who has taken the 
time so far to share their views and help inform this process – National Highways 
has used the input to develop the design further and these events will be an 
opportunity to review this and also have a further say. 
 
“The A358/A303 is a vital main transport artery for Somerset and we’d encourage 
anyone who hasn’t yet got involved in the consultation to try and join one of the 
events either online or face-to-face and make your voice heard.” 



 
Caption: Visualisation showing the new proposed Nexus 25 junction looking 
north 
 
The supplementary consultation runs from 24 May to 26 June 2022 with feedback 
helping National Highways develop its planning application for a Development 
Consent Order (DCO) to be submitted later this year. 
 
A DCO is required for all nationally significant infrastructure projects and will allow for 
the Planning Inspectorate to make a recommendation to the Secretary of State, who 
will decide on whether development consent should be granted for the proposed 
scheme. 
 
All plans will be available on a dedicated consultation website and virtual exhibition 
room, that can be accessed via www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a358-taunton-to-
southfields from the 24 May 2022. 
 
National Highways is holding three public consultation events: 

• Thursday 26 May from 11am to 8pm: Monks Yard (Conference Room), 
Horton Cross Farm, Horton Cross, Ilminster, Somerset, TA19 9PT 

• Wednesday 8 June from 11am to 8pm: Somerset County Cricket Club, The 
Cooper Associates County Ground, St. James Street, Taunton, Somerset, 
TA1 1JT 

• Saturday 11 June from 11am to 6pm: Taunton Racecourse, Orchard 
Portman, Taunton, Somerset, TA3 7BL 

 
There will also be four webinars, where you will be able to put your questions to the 
project team. For more information on these, or to book your place, visit: 
http://www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a358-taunton-to-southfields    
 
If you do not have access to the internet, you can request a free copy of our 
consultation booklet, feedback questionnaire and responding to 2022 consultation 



booklet by calling 0300 123 5000 or emailing 
A358TauntontoSouthfields@nationalhighways.co.uk  
 
Notes to editor 
 
Katherine Liddington - A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dc3iVukJA6k  
Scheme fly through video -  
 
You can find out more about our proposed design changes in several ways, with all 
consultation materials available here: 
 
Website and virtual exhibition room – you can view the consultation materials and 
visit our virtual exhibition room via our website at: 
www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a358-taunton-to-southfields  
 
Webinars – you can join us at one of our webinars, where members of the project 
team will present proposals and answer your questions. 

• Webinar 1 – Wednesday 25 May 2022 – 12:30pm 
• Webinar 2 – Tuesday 7 June 2022 – 12:30pm 
• Webinar 3 – Thursday 9 June 2022 – 7:00pm 
• Webinar 4 – Tuesday 14 June 2022 – 7:00pm 

 
Public consultation events – you can speak to the project team and find out more 
about our plans in person at one of our events in the area. These events will take 
place at the times, dates and locations shown in the table below: 

• Thursday 26 May from 11am to 8pm: Monks Yard (Conference Room), 
Horton Cross Farm, Horton Cross, Ilminster, Somerset, TA19 9PT 

• Wednesday 8 June from 11am to 8pm: Somerset County Cricket Club, The 
Cooper Associates County Ground, St. James Street, Taunton, Somerset, 
TA1 1JT 

• Saturday 11 June from 11am to 6pm: Taunton Racecourse, Orchard 
Portman, Taunton, Somerset, TA3 7BL 

 
Telephone surgery – you can book to arrange a call back with a member of the 
project team (subject to availability). You can book an appointment by emailing us at 
A358TauntontoSouthfields@nationalhighways.co.uk or by calling 0300 123 5000. 
 
Consultation documents – all the consultation documents are available on our 
consultation website, which can be accessed via www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a358-
taunton-tosouthfields, including: 

• Consultation booklet 
• Feedback questionnaire 
• Responding to feedback from 2021 public consultation 
• Summary of changes booklet 
• Technical traffic note 
• Environmental note 
• Plans and drawings 

 



Deposit locations and public information points – details of where copies of all 
the consultation documents are available can be found on our website or by calling 
0300 123 5000. 



New traffic tools prove popular during supplementary consultation 
 
National Highways’ new interactive traffic tools proved a hit at recent consultation 
events, with members of the public discovering how the proposed upgrade of the 
A358 in Somerset could affect them.  
 
The new tools were launched as part of the supplementary consultation for the 
upgrade of the A358, which has just a week left to gain the views of communities, 
drivers and businesses who use this important route. 
 
The first, a traffic flow webmap, shows how the dualling would affect traffic flows in 
the year 2028 when the scheme is predicted to open.  
 
The second, a trip route and journey time webmap, allows users to see how the 
upgrade will affect the typical route and journey time on selected trips in the area 
upon the scheme opening.  
 
While the series of in-person events have come to an end, people can still access 
the tools and are being urged to have their say on plans to transform the A358 
before Sunday, 26th June.   
 
The planned upgrade of the A358, a key route linking the South West and London 
and South East, will see a section fully upgraded to dual carriageway between the 
M5 at Taunton and the Southfields roundabout. 
 

 
Caption: The new traffic tools being demonstrated at a recent public 
consultation event 
 
Following more than 900 responses to a public consultation in 2021, National 
Highways has made further refinements to the proposed route including: 
 

• Nexus 25 junction – change from roundabout to signalised junction to 
accommodate signalised pedestrianised crossing and facilitate 
management of traffic in conjunction with M5 junction 25 

• Mattocks Tree Green junction 
o New connection at the eastern roundabout - for direct access to Village 

Road and onward travel to Hatch Beauchamp 



o Realignment of Ash Road connection – removing the direct link 
between Ash Road and Mattocks Tree Green junction to discourage 
rat-running 

o West Hatch Lane extension – providing a new public road alongside 
the A358 to allow more direct access to Mattocks Tree Green junction 

• Bridge at Bickenhall Lane – moved to place it further from Bickenhall 
Wood ancient woodland and access for walkers, cyclists, horse-riders and 
disabled users and private farm access 

• Capland Link – confirming that the link road is our chosen option and the 
route of the link road adjacent to the A358 

• Jordans bridge – a new link and bridge over the A358 between Ashill 
junction and Southfields roundabout for walkers, cyclists and horse-riders 
and disabled users and private farm access. 

 

 
Caption: A map summarising some of the improvements made since the 
public consultation in 2021 
 
Katherine Liddington, Senior Project Manager for the A358 scheme, said: “We are 
delighted with the way the sessions were received and I want to thank everyone who 
took the time to come along and learn more about our plans.  
 
"The good news is, there is still plenty of time left for those who have not yet 
participated to get involved and give us their thoughts. 
 
“Since our 2021 consultation we’ve made some changes to our preliminary design, 
which will improve safety and access to local roads and reduce the impact on 
communities, the environment and the local landscape. 
 
“As part of our planning, we would like to hear your thoughts on our design changes 
before we submit our planning application later this year.” 
 
 
  



 
Caption: Visualisation showing new proposal for Mattock’s Tree Green 
junction looking west towards Ash Road 
 
In delivering the scheme, we’re aiming to: 
 

• improve the capacity of the road to reduce delays and queues that occur 
during peak hours and at key times of the year i.e. the height of summer. 

• support economic growth, facilitating growth in jobs and housing by providing 
a free-flowing and reliable connection between the South East and the South 
West 

• make the road safer, by providing additional capacity and reducing driver 
stress. We’ll also improve routes for pedestrians, cyclists, horse riders in the 
area 

• protect the environment and look for opportunities to improve it, minimising 
any unnecessary impact of the scheme on the surrounding natural and 
historic environment and landscape 

• work with local communities to reduce the impact of the road, and look for 
ways to improve local people’s quality of life 

• make journey times more reliable and resilient; by providing more capacity it 
will become easier to manage traffic when incidents occur 

 
The supplementary consultation runs until 23.59pm on the 26 June 2022, with 
feedback helping National Highways develop its planning application for a 
Development Consent Order (DCO) to be submitted later this year. 
 
A DCO is required for all nationally significant infrastructure projects and will allow for 
the Planning Inspectorate to make a recommendation to the Secretary of State, who 
will decide on whether development consent should be granted for the proposed 
scheme. 
 



All plans are available on a dedicated consultation website and virtual exhibition 
room, that can be accessed via www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a358-taunton-to-
southfields from 24 May 2022. 
 
If you do not have access to the internet, you can request a free copy of our 
consultation booklet, feedback questionnaire and non-technical summary of the 
Preliminary Environmental Information Report by calling 0300 123 5000 or emailing 
A358TauntontoSouthfields@highwaysengland.co.uk 
 
ENDS 
 
Notes to editor 
 
Katherine Liddington - A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dc3iVukJA6k  
Scheme fly through video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAnIzCh41IM  
 
You can find out more about our proposed design changes in several ways, with all 
consultation materials available here: 
 
Website and virtual exhibition room – you can view the consultation materials and 
visit our virtual exhibition room via our website at: 
www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a358-taunton-to-southfields  
 
Telephone surgery – you can book to arrange a call back with a member of the 
project team (subject to availability). You can book an appointment by emailing us at 
A358TauntontoSouthfields@nationalhighways.co.uk or by calling 0300 123 5000. 
 
Consultation documents – all the consultation documents are available on our 
consultation website, which can be accessed via www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a358-
taunton-tosouthfields, including: 

• Consultation booklet 
• Feedback questionnaire 
• Responding to feedback from 2021 public consultation 
• Summary of changes booklet 
• Technical traffic note 
• Environmental note 
• Plans and drawings 

 
Deposit locations and public information points – details of where copies of all 
the consultation documents are available can be found on our website or by calling 
0300 123 5000. 
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Appendix 7.27b  

List of media outlets sent the press release for 2022 
supplementary consultation  

 

 

 

 

 

  





 

 

Coast FM (96.5 - 97.2) 
Construction News 
Cornish & Devon Post Series 
Cornish Guardian 
Cornish Times 
Cornwall Live 
Cornwall Reports 
Crediton Country Courier 
Crediton Gazette 
Daily Mirror 
Dartmoor Links Magazine 
Dawlish Gazette 
Devon Life 
Devonlive.com 
Dorset Echo 
DorsetLive 
Downend Voice 
Dragon Radio Wales 
East Devon News 
EX33 
Exmouth Journal 
Express & Echo 
Falmouth Nub News 
Filton Voice 
Fix Radio 
Freelancers 
Frome Standard 
Frome Times 
Frome Valley Voice 
Gillingham & Shaftesbury News 
Gloucestershire Gazette 
Gloucestershire Live 
Goldmine FM 
Greatest Hits Radio (Bristol & The South West) 
Greatest Hits Radio (Bucks, Beds and Herts) 
Greatest Hits Radio (Dorset) 
Greatest Hits Radio (Salisbury) 
Greatest Hits Radio (Swindon) 
Greatest Hits Radio Plymouth 
Greatest Hits Radio Somerset 
Ground Engineering 
Heart Cambridgeshire 



 

 

Heart London 106.2 
Heart South Coast 
Heart South West 
Heart West Country 
Heart Wiltshire 
Henleaze & Westbury Voice 
Herald Express (Torquay) 
Highways 
Highways Industry 
Highways News 
Highways.Today 
Hits Radio 
Hits Radio (Bristol) 
Holsworthy Post 
IJGlobal 
Ilford Recorder 
INRIX 
InYourArea 
ITV 
ITV Meridian 
ITV News 
ITV News West Country 
Ivybridge and South Brent Gazette 
KeeP 106FM 
Keynsham Voice 
Kingsbridge and Salcombe Gazette 
Launceston Journal Gazette 
Like Radio 
LymeOnline 
Made in Bristol 
Melksham Independent News 
Mendip Times 
Mid Cornwall Advertiser 
Mid Devon Gazette Series 
Mid-Devon Advertiser 
Midsomer Norton, Radstock & District Journal 
Midweek Herald 
myCornwall 
New Civil Engineer 
New Milton Advertiser & Lymington Times 
New Valley News 
Newquay Voice 



 

 

North Cornwall Advertiser 
North Devon Gazette 
North Devon Journal 
North Somerset Times 
Okehampton Times 
Oxford Mail 
PA Media 
Parking Review 
Pirate FM 
Planet Rock Radio 
Plymouth Herald 
Plymouth Live 
Plympton, Plymstock & Ivybridge News 
Radio Exe 
Radio Scilly 
Radstock Nub News 
Reach Plc 
Salisbury Journal 
Saltash Observer 
Sedgemoor Apple 
SH Magazine 
Shepton Mallet Journal 
Sherborne Times 
Shire 
Sidmouth Herald 
Somerset County Gazette 
Somerset Live 
Somerset Living 
Source FM 
South Bristol Voice 
South Hams Newspapers 
South West Business Insider 
St Austell Voice 
St Ives Times & Echo 
St. George & Redfield Voice 
Sunshine Radio 106.2, 107 & 107.8 FM 
Swanage & Wareham Advertiser 
Swanage & Wareham Voice 
Swindon 24 
Swindon Advertiser 
Swindon Business News 
Swindon Star 



 

 

SWNS.com 
Tavistock Times Gazette 
Teignmouth News 
Teignmouth Post 
That's Salisbury TV 
The Bath Chronicle 
The Business Exchange Bath & Somerset 
The Construction Index 
The Cornishman 
the Devon week 
The Exeter Daily 
The Leveller 
The Moorlander 
The Packet Series 
The Pigeon (Bristol) 
The Plympton Podcast 
The Sun 
The Voice North Devon 
The Wiltshire Star 
The Wotton Times 
Thornbury Gazette 
Thornbury Voice 
Torbay Weekly 
Totnes Times 
Transport + Energy 
Transport Infrastructure News 
Transport Network 
Truro Voice 
Tunnels & Tunnelling International 
Ujima Radio 98FM 
University Radio Bath 
Utility Week 
WalesOnline 
Warminster Journal 
Wave 105.2 FM 
Wellington Weekly News 
Wells Voice 
West Briton 
West Somerset Free Press 
West Somerset News Trader 
Western Daily Press 
Western Gazette 



 

 

Western Morning News 
Weston & Somerset Mercury 
White Horse News 
Wilderness 
Wilts and Gloucestershire Standard 
Wiltshire Times 
Wiltshire Today 
Xpression FM 
Yate & Sodbury Gazette 
Yate & Sodbury Voice 

 



A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme | HE551508 National Highways 

 

HE551508-ARP-LDC-ZZ-RP-ZL-000028 | C02, A3 | 21/12/23     Page 139 of 152 
 

Appendix 7.28  

Photograph of 2022 engagement van  

  










































































































































































































