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Principle of Considers the RIS2 to be ecocide. National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those
development responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West’'s economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

National Highways acknowledge concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising from the
scheme. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document
Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on
local people and businesses (including reducing impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve connectivity
for local residents and other road users.

As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts, and
then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation measures we have adopted are described in the
Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

578 Principle of Considers the road development unnecessary as it is unlikely to solve | National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those | No
development traffic problems and will only damage the environment. responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

National Highways acknowledge concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising from the
scheme. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document
Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on
local people and businesses (including reducing impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve connectivity
for local residents and other road users.

As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts, and
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then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation measures we have adopted are described in the
Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

579

Principle of
development

Considers the scheme a major improvement to the link between
Taunton and the A303.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the N/A
scheme.

580

Principle of
development

Considers the scheme an environmentally irresponsible sue of money
that will increase carbon emissions, destroy countryside, carve up
country lanes and make life less safe for vulnerable road users such
as walkers and cyclists.

National Highways is cognisant of the changes introduced by the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target N/A
Amendment) Order 2019, and the net-zero ambition is set out within the amendments. The Secretary of State
supports delivery of emission reductions through a system of five-year carbon budgets that set a trajectory for
reducing greenhouse gas production to 2050. In response to the carbon budgets, the Department for
Transport has published The Road to Zero which sets out steps towards cleaner road transport and delivering
the Industrial Strategy.

National Highways ‘Net Zero Highways: our 2030/ 2040/ 2050 plans’ outlines its ambitious plan to be net zero
by 2050.

National Highways is required by the National Policy Statement for National Networks to assess the effects of
the scheme in relation to carbon emissions and climate change, including an assessment of the significance of
any increase within the context of the relevant UK carbon budget period. The climate assessment presented
within the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report considered impacts over a 60 year period and
compared emissions against the UK 4th carbon budget (construction emissions) and the 5th and 6th carbon
budgets (for operation). This assessment has also incorporated into Environmental Statement Chapter 14
Climate (Document Reference 6.2), which outlines the measures taken to avoid and mitigate carbon emissions
through the design of the scheme. It also describes an assessment of any likely significant climate factors in
accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations and concludes in all
cases the emissions calculated demonstrated no impact on the ability of the UK Government to meet these
carbon budgets, and no significant effect on climate.

581

Principle of
development

Considers the scheme an unnecessary expense.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those | N/A
responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

582

Principle of
development

Considers the scheme flawed and suggests it would fail to deliver
stated objectives. Concerned the costs would outweigh the benefits
and the scheme is a waste of money. Considers the 6-minute time
saving unrealistic and unlikely to be delivered. Suggests the decision
not to address the roundabouts either end of the road would result in
the scheme failing to deliver stated improvements, reduce journey
times or cut congestion. Concerned that the RED rating of the
Gateway Review has been ignored and notes the review was highly
critical of the scheme.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those | N/A
responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business
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leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more
homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

583 Principle of Considers the scheme in not needed and considers the cost of the National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those | N/A
development scheme to be staggering responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

584 Principle of Considers the scheme is inappropriate and of massive scale which will | The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation feedback, | N/A
development negatively impact on nearby property and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the
selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
(Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

The proposed scheme has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (DMRB CD 122)
taking into account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe means with which to exit or
enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed including concern around impact on local
people. The proposals aim to address the traffic issues and long delays currently experienced along the route
and to improve traffic flow, safety and connectivity for local residents and other road users. The beneficial and
adverse effects of the scheme on the local community are reported in Environmental Statement Chapter 12
Population and human health (Document Reference 6.2).

585 Principle of Considers the scheme is not needed particularly between Mattock’s The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation feedback, | N/A
development Tree Hill and Southfields and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the
selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
(Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

National Highways acknowledges the comment. The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required
to provide a continuous high quality dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking
opportunities. This would improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections,
and improve safety by reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.
586 Principle of Considers the scheme is not needed particularly between Mattock’s The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation feedback, | No
development Tree Hill and Southfields and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the
selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
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Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
(Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

National Highways acknowledges the comment. The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required
to provide a continuous high quality dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking
opportunities. This would improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections,
and improve safety by reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.
587 Principle of Considers the scheme is out of proportion to what should be a simple | The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation feedback, | N/A
development problem to solve and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the
selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
(Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

The proposed scheme has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (DMRB CD 122)
taking into account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe means with which to exit or
enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

588 Principle of Considers the scheme should be reconsidered in the light of climate National Highways is cognisant of the changes introduced by the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target N/A
development change concerns Amendment) Order 2019, and the net-zero ambition is set out within the amendments. The Secretary of State
supports delivery of emission reductions through a system of five-year carbon budgets that set a trajectory for
reducing greenhouse gas production to 2050. In response to the carbon budgets, the Department for
Transport has published The Road to Zero which sets out steps towards cleaner road transport and delivering
the Industrial Strategy.

National Highways ‘Net Zero Highways: our 2030/ 2040/ 2050 plans’ outlines its ambitious plan to be net zero
by 2050.

National Highways is required by the National Policy Statement for National Networks to assess the effects of
the scheme in relation to carbon emissions and climate change, including an assessment of the significance of
any increase within the context of the relevant UK carbon budget period. The climate assessment presented
within the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report considered impacts over a 60 year period and
compared emissions against the UK 4th carbon budget (construction emissions) and the 5th and 6th carbon
budgets (for operation). This assessment has also been incorporated into Environmental Statement Chapter
14 Climate (Document Reference 6.2), which outlines the measures taken to avoid and mitigate carbon
emissions through the design of the scheme. It also describes an assessment of any likely significant climate
factors in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations and
concludes in all cases the emissions calculated demonstrated no impact on the ability of the UK Government
to meet these carbon budgets, and no significant effect on climate.

589 Principle of Supports the joint council submission as considers the scheme is not a | National Highways acknowledges support for responses provided to the consultation by the Community of No
development justified solution to the A358 Parishes and individual parish councils. Full responses to each of the matters raised can be found in the
Consultation Report Appendix 5.2 Table 5.2B, Appendix 6.4 Table 6.4 and Appendix 8.2 Table 8.2B
(Document Reference 5.2). Suggested alternative proposals have been considered and some elements have
been adopted into the scheme design.

590 Principle of Considers the scheme should consider that speed limits are under National Highways is cognisant of the changes introduced by the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target N/A
development review due to the climate crisis Amendment) Order 2019, and the net-zero ambition is set out within the amendments. The Secretary of State
supports delivery of emission reductions through a system of five-year carbon budgets that set a trajectory for
reducing greenhouse gas production to 2050. In response to the carbon budgets, the Department for
Transport has published The Road to Zero which sets out steps towards cleaner road transport and delivering
the Industrial Strategy.

National Highways ‘Net Zero Highways: our 2030/ 2040/ 2050 plans’ outlines its ambitious plan to be net zero
by 2050.

National Highways is required by the National Policy Statement for National Networks to assess the effects of
the scheme in relation to carbon emissions and climate change, including an assessment of the significance of
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any increase within the context of the relevant UK carbon budget period. The climate assessment presented
within the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report considered impacts over a 60 year period and
compared emissions against the UK 4th carbon budget (construction emissions) and the 5th and 6th carbon
budgets (for operation). This assessment has also been incorporated into Environmental Statement Chapter
14 Climate (Document Reference 6.2), which outlines the measures taken to avoid and mitigate carbon
emissions through the design of the scheme. It also describes an assessment of any likely significant climate
factors in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations and
concludes in all cases the emissions calculated demonstrated no impact on the ability of the UK Government
to meet these carbon budgets, and no significant effect on climate.

591

Principle of
development

Considers the scheme to be a waste of tax payers money.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those | N/A
responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

592

Principle of
development

Considers the scheme unnecessary as has never experienced any
traffic problems. Objects to the destruction of the countryside for
unnecessary tarmacking and requests money is instead spent on
maintaining existing roads.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those | N/A
responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

593

Principle of
development

Considers the whole concept flawed and suggests the proposals will
not deliver any meaningful benefit to the locality and are outweighed
by the environmental and financial cost.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those N/A
responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1). The
proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies parts
of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its users.
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The South West’s economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business leaders
agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the South West
better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment, are
provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

National Highways acknowledge concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising from the
scheme. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses (including reducing impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents
and other road users.

As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts, and
then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation measures we have adopted are described in the
Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

594 Principle of Considers there is little point upgrading the current A358 unless Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new dual | N/A
development Southfields rpundabogt Pe upgraded first given Southfields is a huge carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways are
bottleneck with the existing road working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this section of

the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being considered as
part of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy (RIS3) period
(2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030) will
continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the
pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.

595 Principle of Considers there is no evidence for the scheme and states congestion | The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation feedback, | N/A
development on the A358 would be solved by the provision of a Henlade by-pass and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the
and proper graded junctions at the Junction25/Nexus and Southfield selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
roundabouts. scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3

Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
(Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

National Highways acknowledges the comment. The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required
to provide a continuous high quality dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking
opportunities. This would improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections,
and improve safety by reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new
dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways
are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this
section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being
considered as part of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy
(RIS3) period (2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030)
will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the
pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.

596 Principle of Considers there is no evidence for the scheme and states congestion | The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation feedback, | No
development on the A358 would be solved by the provision of a Henlade by-pass and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the
selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
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and proper graded junctions at the Junction25/Nexus and Southfield scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
roundabouts. Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
(Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

National Highways acknowledges the comment. The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required
to provide a continuous high quality dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking
opportunities. This would improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections,
and improve safety by reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new
dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways
are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this
section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being
considered as part of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy
(RIS3) period (2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030)
will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the
pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.

597 Principle of Considers there is not a need to dual the whole length of the A358 as | The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation feedback, | N/A
development this will increase traffic and carbon emissions. and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the
selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
(Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

The route is required to provide a continuous high quality dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with
safe overtaking opportunities. This would improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster
connections, and improve safety by reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes
joining the A358.

National Highways acknowledges your comments on the effect of the scheme on climate change.
Environmental Statement Chapter 14 Climate (Document Reference 6.2) contains an assessment of the
impacts of the scheme. The climate assessment considered impacts over a 60-year period and compared
emissions against the UK 4th carbon budget (construction emissions) and the 5th and 6th carbon budgets (for
operation). In all cases the emissions calculated demonstrated no impact on the ability of the UK Government
to meet these carbon budgets, and no significant effect on climate.

598 Principle of Considers the proposed scheme excessive, it would begin at a The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation feedback, | N/A
development roundabout known for delays and end at a double roundabout of and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the
absurd design. It requires an enormous amount of land to selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
accommodate local access and would create the potential for collateral | scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
damage through creating new rat runs. Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report

(Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

The National Highways delivery plan for 2020 — 2025 confirms that we’re committed to delivering a high-quality
and high-performing dual carriageway route along the A303/A358 corridor, not an expressway or a motorway.
This represented a change to the Government’s first Road Investment Strategy (RIS1) intention to create a
new Expressway corridor into the region, but the second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2) revised this
intention, taking into account an expressway prohibits the use of farm vehicles, and the local area is rural in
nature. As part of the scheme National Highways would permit local traffic and agricultural traffic to join the
strategic network in a safe way via a limited number of junctions.

Mile a minute speeds are expected to be representative of the A303/A358 corridor following improvements,
however this is not a design requirement applied to individual schemes along the corridor. The proposed
arrangement of the junctions at Southfields and Nexus 25 would provide adequate capacity for the predicted
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traffic flows in the design year 15 years after opening. This is in accordance with design standards to provide a
balance between traffic capacity and economic benefit.

By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing
alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and other
local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document
Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads, although with
some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative routes to the A358
between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed an
approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic impacts
and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the local road
network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact on aspects such
as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with Somerset Council on the
details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

599 Principle of Considers there is not a need to dual the whole length of the A358 as National Highways acknowledge concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising from the N/A
development this will negatively impact air quality, encroach upon the countryside scheme. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document
and generate noise pollution. Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on

local people and businesses (including reducing impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve connectivity
for local residents and other road users.

As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts, and
then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation measures we have adopted are described in the
Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

600 Principle of Considers there to be no need to dual section 3 of the A358. The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation feedback, | N/A
development and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the
selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
(Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

National Highways acknowledges the comment. The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required
to provide a continuous high quality dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking
opportunities. This would improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections,
and improve safety by reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.

601 Principle of Considers there would be no need for a dual carriageway if the issues | The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation feedback, | N/A
development at either end of the A358, Henlade and Southfields roundabout were and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the
adequately managed. Considers the proposed building duration will selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
not create a value for money project and suggests a better return on scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3

investment would be to by-pass Henlade and provide a straight route Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
at liminsiter to the A303 that avoids local traffic. Suggests a multi-use (Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

dual carriageway, such as that from Sparkford to Podimore, would
have been a more appropriate response and enabled local villages to National Highways acknowledges the comment. The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required
maintain connectivity and access links to the A358. to provide a continuous high quality dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking
opportunities. This would improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections,
and improve safety by reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new
dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways
are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this

section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being
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considered as part of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy
(RIS3) period (2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030)
will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the
pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.

602 Principle of Describes the scheme as disproportionate, needless and unwanted, National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed including concern around impact on local people. N/A
development and that it does not have any benefits for the local community between | The proposals aim to address the traffic issues and long delays currently experienced along the route and to
Taunton and liminster, who would be the most negatively affected by improve traffic flow, safety and connectivity for local residents and other road users. The beneficial and adverse
the proposal. effects of the scheme on the local community are reported in Environmental Statement Chapter 12 Population
and human health (Document Reference 6.2).

603 Principle of Disagrees to the principle of the scheme as considers the proposals National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those | N/A
development defeat the purpose of the original A358 by-pass as considers the responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.
scheme will increase traffic through Hatch Beauchamp which has
unsuitable roads The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).

The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing
alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and other
local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document
Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads, although with
some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative routes to the A358
between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed an
approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic impacts
and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the local road
network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact on aspects such
as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with Somerset Council on the
details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

604 Principle of Disagrees with the principle of the scheme and considers the scheme | National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those | N/A
development should end responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
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users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).
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605 Principle of
development

Disagrees with the principle of the scheme and considers the scheme
should end

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those
responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

No

606 Principle of
development

Enthusiastic for the scheme to go ahead

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the
scheme.

N/A

607 Principle of
development

Highlights there are important issues of principle that must be
considered. Suggests the scheme has taken an incorrect approach to
solving transport issues on the A358/A303 corridor, especially given
likely effects for Taunton. Considers the scheme would cause
irreversible harm to the area if implemented and would discourage
sustainable patterns of development and travel that are needed
following years of car driven urban sprawl.

Considers it a mistake to abandon the original ‘corridor’ mode of
transport provision set out in the Regional Spatial Strategy.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those
responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The scheme is part of the wider A303/A358 corridor and forms one of several planned improvements on the
A303/A358 designed to make it easier to travel across the south of England from the M3 to the M5 and
beyond.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

N/A

608 Principle of
development

Notes many drivers will still choose to travel on the A303/A30.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those
responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).

N/A
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The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The scheme is part of the wider A303/A358 corridor and forms one of several planned improvements on the
A303/A358 designed to make it easier to travel across the south of England from the M3 to the M5 and
beyond.

The South West’'s economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

609 Principle of Notes many drivers will still choose to travel on the A303/A30. National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those | No
development responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The scheme is part of the wider A303/A358 corridor and forms one of several planned improvements on the
A303/A358 designed to make it easier to travel across the south of England from the M3 to the M5 and
beyond.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

610 Principle of Notes that the cost of the project cannot be justified given the current By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing N/A
development pandemic recovery and the unnecessary nature of the majority of the alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and other
scheme. Concerned that increasing vehicle speeds will only increase local road users to get around.
carbon emissions, increase likelihood of accidents and increase the
traffic tailback at Southfields. National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the

changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document
Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads, although with
some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative routes to the A358
between Taunton and liminster.

National Highways is cognisant of the changes introduced by the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target
Amendment) Order 2019, and the net-zero ambition is set out within the amendments. The Secretary of State
supports delivery of emission reductions through a system of five-year carbon budgets that set a trajectory for
reducing greenhouse gas production to 2050. In response to the carbon budgets, the Department for
Transport has published The Road to Zero which sets out steps towards cleaner road transport and delivering
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the Industrial Strategy.

National Highways ‘Net Zero Highways: our 2030/ 2040/ 2050 plans’ outlines its ambitious plan to be net zero
by 2050.

National Highways is required by the National Policy Statement for National Networks to assess the effects of
the scheme in relation to carbon emissions and climate change, including an assessment of the significance of
any increase within the context of the relevant UK carbon budget period. The climate assessment presented
within the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report considered impacts over a 60 year period and
compared emissions against the UK 4th carbon budget (construction emissions) and the 5th and 6th carbon
budgets (for operation). This assessment has also been incorporated into Environmental Statement Chapter
14 Climate (Document Reference 6.2), which outlines the measures taken to avoid and mitigate carbon
emissions through the design of the scheme. It also describes an assessment of any likely significant climate
factors in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations and
concludes in all cases the emissions calculated demonstrated no impact on the ability of the UK Government
to meet these carbon budgets, and no significant effect on climate.

Matter

relevant to a

design

change? (Y/N

or N/A)

development

the single lane 30mph road through Henlade and Southfields
roundabout.
Considers the rest of the road flows freely and should not be dualled.

and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the
selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
(Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

National Highways acknowledges the comment. The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required
to provide a continuous high quality dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking
opportunities. This would improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections,
and improve safety by reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new

611 Principle of Notes the congestion problems largely occurs at either end of the The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation feedback, | N/A
development scheme at Henlade and at Southfields. Considers the bypass will and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the

vastly improve traffic flow through Henlade but concern the minor selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the

changes to Southfields will not be sufficient in alleviating congestion. scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3

Notes the previous (2007) proposals for the A358 had a grade Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report

separated junction at Southfields. Concerned that if significant (Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

changes are not made to the Southfields roundabout to manage traffic

flows the aim of reduced journey times will not be achieved. National Highways acknowledges the comment. The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required
to provide a continuous high quality dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking
opportunities. This would improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections,
and improve safety by reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.
Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new
dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways
are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this
section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being
considered as part of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy
(RIS3) period (2025-2030).
In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030)
will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the
pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.

612 Principle of Notes the current traffic issues with the A358 are due to bottlenecks at | The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation feedback, | N/A
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dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways
are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this
section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being
considered as part of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy
(RIS3) period (2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030)
will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the
pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.

613 Principle of Notes the desperate need for the scheme. National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the N/A
development scheme.
614 Principle of Notes the importance of protecting the environment and encouraging National Highways acknowledge concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising from the N/A
development cleaner and safe ways of travel that are appropriate for decades to scheme. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document
come rather than a short term fix. Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on

local people and businesses (including reducing impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve connectivity
for local residents and other road users.

As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts, and
then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation measures we have adopted are described in the
Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

615 Principle of Notes the scheme has been imminent for many years and has National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those | N/A
development undergone many proposals, consultations and enquiries. Questions if | responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.
the scheme will ever be built.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

Subject to the granting of the DCO, National Highways expects to start works in 2026, and for the road to open
for traffic in 2031. National Highways remains committed to this scheme, with the support of central
government, who confirmed their pledge to its funding in their second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2),
published in March 2020.

616 Principle of Object to the loss of historical connectivity along the A358. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1). N/A
development The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

For the A358 to become a high quality dual carriageway, junctions along its length must provide a safe means
with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed, complying with the Design Manual for
Roads and Bridges (DMRB) CD 122. As such, most of the direct local road accesses have been removed and
access to the A358 is from new grade separated junctions at Mattock’s Tree Green and Ashill.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed an
approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic impacts
and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the local road
network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact on aspects such
as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with Somerset Council on the
details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

The beneficial and adverse effects of the scheme during construction and operation on the local community
and businesses are reported in Environmental Statement Chapter 12 Population and human health (Document
Reference 6.2).
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or N/A)
Principle of Object to the principle of need for the scheme, particularly between The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation feedback,
development Mattock’s Tree Hill and Southfields, as this defeats the original and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the
purpose of the bypass. Consider that there is little case to upgrade the | selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
A358, unless the Southfields roundabout and Junction 25 are scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
upgraded first. Unclear why upgrades to Southfields roundabout are Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
not covered in the scope of the consultation. (Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

Consider that there is no case for a 'high-quality, high-performing dual
carriageway', as this is more costly, results in greater landtake and has | National Highways acknowledges the comment. The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required

long construction timescales, and that a regular dual carriageway to provide a continuous high quality dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking
would be more effective. An expressway would have no meaningful opportunities. This would improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections,
improvement on journey timescales. and improve safety by reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new
dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways
are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this
section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being
considered as part of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy
(RIS3) period (2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030)
will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the
pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.

The National Highways delivery plan for 2020 — 2025 confirms that we’re committed to delivering a high-quality
and high-performing dual carriageway route along the A303/A358 corridor, not an expressway or a motorway.
This represented a change to the Government'’s first Road Investment Strategy (RIS1) intention to create a
new Expressway corridor into the region, but the second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2) revised this
intention, taking into account an expressway prohibits the use of farm vehicles, and the local area is rural in
nature. As part of the scheme National Highways would permit local traffic and agricultural traffic to join the
strategic network in a safe way via a limited number of junctions.

618 Principle of Object to the proposed development as it is considered that it would National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those | N/A
development be a waste of money. Suggests that the money would be better spent | responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.
improving the M5 and Southfield junctions, improving parts of the A303
and local infrastructure of over developed small towns and villages. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
Suggests a motorway between the great port cities of Southampton The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
and Bristol would be money better spent. businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation feedback,
and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the
selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
(Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

Appendix Table 5.1U Summary of matters raised in relation to Q8 of the feedback questionnaire in relation to any other comments you would like to make about our proposals and the National Highways response



Matter
relevant to a

Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act design
change? (Y/N

or N/A)

Row Matters raised in response to consultation — matters copied

Number verbatim

National Highways acknowledges the comment. The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required
to provide a continuous high quality dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking
opportunities. This would improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections,
and improve safety by reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.

619 Principle of Objection to the principle of development. Considers that far from For the A358 to become a high quality dual carriageway, junctions along its length must provide a safe means | N/A
development ‘connecting people’, the scheme will make it more difficult for villages with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed, complying with the Design Manual for
along the A358 to connect. Roads and Bridges (DMRB) CD 122. As such, most of the direct local road accesses have been removed and

access to the A358 is from new grade separated junctions at Mattock’s Tree Green and Ashill.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed an
approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic impacts
and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the local road
network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact on aspects such
as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with Somerset Council on the
details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

National Highways have undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in routeing. Most villages in the vicinity of the A358 will see little change in their routes to the east and
west. Bridges and underpasses are provided or retained to allow local connectivity across the A358 once it is
upgraded to a high quality dual carriageway. It is acknowledged that some of these routes are longer than the
existing routes that cross the A358, however these routes are safer than those currently available due to
entirely avoiding the need to interact with traffic on the A358.

Checks on journey times between local villages and both M5 junction 25 and Southfields roundabout have
been carried out using the traffic modelling. These show that generally there are reductions in overall journey
times due to the much faster speed of the scheme, although some trips have slightly longer journey times.
Journey time reliability is improved with the scheme due to the road being safer and there being safe
opportunities to overtake slower vehicles.

The methodology and results of the traffic modelling is reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal
Report (Document Reference 7.4).

620 Principle of Objection to the proposed dualling scheme of the A358. Concern National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those | N/A
development raised that the proposed scheme does not represent value for money responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.
and does not achieve the majority if not all of the objectives of the
scheme. Suggests the whole scheme to be reconsidered and in The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
particular, for Section 2 to be rejected as it does not deliver the The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
required outcomes. businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation feedback,
and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the
selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3

Appendix Table 5.1U Summary of matters raised in relation to Q8 of the feedback questionnaire in relation to any other comments you would like to make about our proposals and the National Highways response






