Principle of
development

Matters raised in response to consultation — matters copied verbatim

Objection to current proposal

Matter
relevant to a

Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act design
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those
responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

150

Principle of
development

Objects to the prioritisation of the project and states the project should not
happen with the current plan

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those | N/A
responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business
leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more
homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

151

Principle of
development

Objects to construction of the scheme

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those | N/A
responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

152

Principle of
development

Objection to the proposed scheme and considers that this road is not
necessary, other than improvements to the Southfield junction and M5
junction to ensure the traffic can flow on and off the A358 freely.

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation feedback, | N/A
and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the
selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
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scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
(Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

National Highways acknowledges the comment. The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required
to provide a continuous high quality dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking
opportunities. This would improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections,
and improve safety by reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new
dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways
are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this
section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being
considered as part of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy
(RIS3) period (2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030)
will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the
pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.

153

Principle of
development

Considers the proposed scheme lacks common sense and the wishes of
the local villages.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those | N/A
responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

As set out in the main body of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 5.1), National Highways
recognises the importance of engaging with local residents and businesses throughout the DCO process and
has carefully considered all consultation and engagement feedback from individuals and organisations,
making some design changes as a result. It is intended that engagement with stakeholders will continue
throughout examination, detailed design and construction.

Information on how consultation responses are dealt with is available in the Consultation Report Chapters 5, 8
and 9 (Document Reference 5.1).

154

Principle of
development

Considers the proposals pointless unless Southfields roundabout is
upgraded first as without these tailbacks will double.

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new | N/A
dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways
are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this
section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being
considered as part of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy
(RIS3) period (2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030)
will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the
pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.

155

Principle of
development

Considers the scheme is not necessary as stated the National transport
Design Centre says that circumstances have changed and there is more
concern for the environment and climate

National Highways is cognisant of the changes introduced by the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target N/A
Amendment) Order 2019, and the net-zero ambition is set out within the amendments. The Secretary of State
supports delivery of emission reductions through a system of five-year carbon budgets that set a trajectory for
reducing greenhouse gas production to 2050. In response to the carbon budgets, the Department for
Transport has published The Road to Zero which sets out steps towards cleaner road transport and delivering
the Industrial Strategy.

National Highways ‘Net Zero Highways: our 2030/ 2040/ 2050 plans’ outlines its ambitious plan to be net zero
by 2050.

Appendix Table 5.1S Summary of matters raised in relation to Q6 of the feedback questionnaire in relation to any comments on our proposals for construction, including the proposed phasing and the National Highways response



Matter
relevant to a

Matters raised in response to consultation — matters copied verbatim Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act design
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

National Highways is required by the National Policy Statement for National Networks to assess the effects of
the scheme in relation to carbon emissions and climate change, including an assessment of the significance of
any increase within the context of the relevant UK carbon budget period. The climate assessment presented
within the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report considered impacts over a 60 year period and
compared emissions against the UK 4th carbon budget (construction emissions) and the 5th and 6th carbon
budgets (for operation). This assessment has also been incorporated into Environmental Statement Chapter
14 Climate (Document Reference 6.2), which outlines the measures taken to avoid and mitigate carbon
emissions through the design of the scheme. It also describes an assessment of any likely significant climate
factors in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations and
concludes in all cases the emissions calculated demonstrated no impact on the ability of the UK Government
to meet these carbon budgets, and no significant effect on climate.

156 Principle of Objects to the principle of development as considers the scheme a waste | National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those | N/A
development of public money and suggests if a dual carriageway is required it should responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.
not be an expressway. Considers the scheme not worth the urbanisation
of the countryside, environmental impact and associated carbon footprint. | The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business
leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

National Highways is cognisant of the changes introduced by the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target
Amendment) Order 2019, and the net-zero ambition is set out within the amendments. The Secretary of State
supports delivery of emission reductions through a system of five-year carbon budgets that set a trajectory for
reducing greenhouse gas production to 2050. In response to the carbon budgets, the Department for
Transport has published The Road to Zero which sets out steps towards cleaner road transport and delivering
the Industrial Strategy.

National Highways ‘Net Zero Highways: our 2030/ 2040/ 2050 plans’ outlines its ambitious plan to be net zero
by 2050.

National Highways is required by the National Policy Statement for National Networks to assess the effects of
the scheme in relation to carbon emissions and climate change, including an assessment of the significance of
any increase within the context of the relevant UK carbon budget period. The climate assessment presented
within the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report considered impacts over a 60 year period and
compared emissions against the UK 4th carbon budget (construction emissions) and the 5th and 6th carbon
budgets (for operation). This assessment has also been incorporated into Environmental Statement Chapter
14 Climate (Document Reference 6.2), which outlines the measures taken to avoid and mitigate carbon
emissions through the design of the scheme. It also describes an assessment of any likely significant climate
factors in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations and
concludes in all cases the emissions calculated demonstrated no impact on the ability of the UK Government
to meet these carbon budgets, and no significant effect on climate.

It is not considered that the proposals would result in urbanisation of the villages, however Environmental
Statement Chapter 7 Landscape and visual effects (Document Reference 6.2) assesses and reports the
landscape and visual impacts of the proposed scheme (including any urbanising features) on local landscape
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and visual receptors. Where it is possible to do so for a scheme of this nature, mitigation measures have been
implemented to avoid or minimise impacts and retain local character and visual amenity.

157

Principle of
development

Object to the proposed scheme and considers the rationale for building
the road to be limited. Suggestion that where the money needs to be
spent is on the promised infrastructure of small towns such as Chard,
which is experiencing major housing development and requires
infrastructure improvements.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those | N/A
responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

National Highways' forecast traffic model has been developed in line with Transport Analysis Guidance. As
part of this process National Highways has created an Uncertainty Log that collates information about all future
developments included in the forecast traffic model. This is reported in the ComMA Report (Document
Reference 7.4).

158

Principle of
development

Objects to the principle of the development and considers the
construction of the road to be extreme which wastes time and money and
damaged the local economy and countryside.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those | N/A
responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

National Highways recognises the significance and sensitivity of the landscape. Environmental Statement
Chapter 7 Landscape and visual effects (Document Reference 6.2) assesses the impact of the scheme on
local landscape and visual receptors. Where it is possible to do so for a development of this nature, mitigation
measures have been implemented to avoid or minimise impacts and retain local character and visual amenity.

159

Principle of
development

Considers the proposed scheme is a waste of public funds

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those | N/A
responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
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users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

160 Principle of Objects to the dualling scheme as considers it is detrimental to the local National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed including concern around impact on local N/A
development population. people. The proposals aim to address the traffic issues and long delays currently experienced along the route
and to improve traffic flow, safety and connectivity for local residents and other road users. The beneficial and
adverse effects of the scheme on the local community are reported in Environmental Statement Chapter 12
Population and human health (Document Reference 6.2).

161 Principle of Considers there no necessity to upgrade the existing A358 to an The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business N/A
development expressway since the roundabouts at each end add 4 — 5 mins to the leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
journey there is no need to travel at 70mph to hit a bottleneck. South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more
Concerned the upgrades will destroy land, create less access for local homes and jobs.

people and cause longer journey times and general frustrations.
National Highways assess the costs and benefits of the scheme using a number of different assessments to
understand impacts including journey time savings to road users, road safety, wider economic impacts, and a
range of environmental aspects. The project is reviewed by both National Highways and the Department for
Transport to examine whether the benefits outweigh the costs, and whether the business case for the scheme
is sufficiently strong to support delivery. This is reviewed at every stage of work to determine whether the
scheme delivery should be continued; the scheme has already gone through a strategic outline business case,
and the preliminary design stage sets out the outline business case (a more detailed version). A full business
case will be prepared during construction preparation if the Development Consent Order is granted.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users. Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money
assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

Journey time savings are forecast to be in the order of 5 to 7 minutes during most times of day. This equates
to a saving of more than 30% during most times of day.

For the A358 to become a high quality dual carriageway, junctions along its length must provide a safe means
with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed, complying with the Design Manual for
Roads and Bridges (DMRB) CD 122. As such, most of the direct local road accesses have been removed and
access to the A358 is from new grade separated junctions at Mattock’s Tree Green and Ashill.

The proposed scheme only uses land essential for a development of this nature, including the environmental
mitigation measures. Opportunities to minimise the footprint have been explored throughout the design
process. The proposals seek to reduce the impact on agricultural land through minimising the amount of
agricultural land permanently required by the scheme. Agricultural land used temporarily is to be restored to a
condition suitable for return to its existing land function. The assessment of effects on agricultural land is
presented within Environmental Statement Chapter 9 Geology and soils (Document Reference 6.2). The
assessment of effects on agricultural land holdings is presented within Environmental Statement Chapter 12
Population and human health (Document Reference 6.2).

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed including concern around impact on local
people. The proposals aim to address the traffic issues and long delays currently experienced along the route
and to improve traffic flow, safety and connectivity for local residents and other road users. The beneficial and
adverse effects of the scheme on the local community are reported in Environmental Statement Chapter 12
Population and human health (Document Reference 6.2).

162 Principle of Considers the project to be excessive and anachronistic. Considers it National Highways acknowledge concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising from the N/A
development wrong to facilitate increased road use given the environmental crisis. scheme. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document
Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on
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local people and businesses (including reducing impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve connectivity
for local residents and other road users.

As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts, and
then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation measures we have adopted are described in the
Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

The proposed scheme only uses land essential for a development of this nature, including the environmental
mitigation measures. Opportunities to minimise the footprint have been explored throughout the design
process. The proposals seek to reduce the impact on agricultural land through minimising the amount of
agricultural land permanently required by the scheme. Agricultural land used temporarily is to be restored to a
condition suitable for return to its existing land function. The assessment of effects on agricultural land is
presented within Environmental Statement Chapter 9 Geology and soils (Document Reference 6.2). The
assessment of effects on agricultural land holdings is presented within Environmental Statement Chapter 12
Population and human health (Document Reference 6.2).

Matter
relevant to a

design

change? (Y/N

or N/A)

163

Principle of
development

Suggests the A358 between Mattock's Tree Green should be left as
existing as considers the main traffic problem to be the inadequate
provision on the liminster bypass. Suggests until the liminster bypass
provision is solved the traffic building up on Southfields roundabout will
remain.

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation feedback,
and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the
selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
(Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

National Highways acknowledges the comment. The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required
to provide a continuous high quality dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking
opportunities. This would improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections,
and improve safety by reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new
dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways
are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this
section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being
considered as part of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy
(RIS3) period (2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030)
will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the
pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.

N/A

164

Principle of
development

States that having a footpath on Stoke Road bridge would be beneficial

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the
scheme.

N/A

165

Principle of
development

Support for the proposed scheme and happy for construction to start as
soon as possible

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the
scheme.

N/A

166

Principle of
development

Supports the proposed development as considers the road needed and
the overall plan is well thought out.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the
scheme.

N/A

167

Principle of
development

Supports proposals and notes the sooner they happen the better.
Concerned the proposal will be cancelled similarly to the last major
proposal.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the
scheme.

N/A

168

Principle of
development

Support for principle of development and delivery of the scheme as soon
as possible.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the
scheme. Subject to the successful granting of the Development Consent Order, National Highways expects to
start works in 2026.

N/A

169

Principle of
development

Supports the scheme and requests construction is completed as soon
and quickly as possible.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the
scheme. Subject to the successful granting of the Development Consent Order, National Highways expects to
start works in 2026.

N/A

170

Principle of
development

Supports the scheme and requests it is completed as soon as possible.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the
scheme. Subject to the successful granting of the Development Consent Order, National Highways expects to
start works in 2026.

N/A
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Principle of Notes the construction of the scheme should begin as soon as possible. National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the
development scheme. Subject to the successful granting of the Development Consent Order, National Highways expects to
start works in 2026.
172 Principle of Comments that construction of the proposed scheme should start as soon | National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the N/A
development as possible. scheme. Subject to the successful granting of the Development Consent Order, National Highways expects to
start works in 2026.
173 Principle of Requests the proposed road is constructed as soon as possible as will National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the N/A
development benefit road users and residents of Henlade and surrounding villages. scheme. Subject to the successful granting of the Development Consent Order, National Highways expects to
start works in 2026.
174 Principle of Considers the proposals look great and should start soon. National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the N/A
development scheme. Subject to the successful granting of the Development Consent Order, National Highways expects to
start works in 2026.
175 Principle of Concerned a construction period of 4 years is too long for a 9 mile road National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the N/A
development route. Considers there to be no justification for a 4 year building period scheme. Subject to the successful granting of the Development Consent Order, National Highways expects to
unless the scheme is flawed, especially as the roundabout issues are not | start works in 2026.
included in these proposals.
176 Principle of Considers the proposed scheme will be a nightmare for local people and National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed including concern around impact on local N/A
development fewer people will shop in Taunton as a result. people. The proposals aim to address the traffic issues and long delays currently experienced along the route
and to improve traffic flow, safety and connectivity for local residents and other road users. The beneficial and
adverse effects of the scheme on the local community are reported in Environmental Statement Chapter 12
Population and human health (Document Reference 6.2).
177 Principle of Suggests Henlade and Southfields need addressing as a priority. The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made taking into account public consultation N/A
development Suggests the scheme for the middle section should then be reviewed feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons
based on the changes that the work makes on driving patterns. for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
for further information.
The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required to provide a continuous high-quality, high-
performing dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking opportunities. This would
improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections, and improve safety by
reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.
Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new
dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways
are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this
section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being
considered as part of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy
(RIS3) period (2025-2030).
In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030)
will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the
pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.
178 Principle of Comment that given the long lead time since the proposed scheme was The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made taking into account public consultation N/A
development conceptually approved, it is vital to revisit the ongoing need of the feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons
upgrade. for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
Comments that the only section needing urgent work is to by-pass Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
Henlade. Traffic flows well at all times of day, and in peak holiday for further information.
seasons on all other sections. Highlights that within the Ashill area there
is already a relatively new by-pass. Suggestion to leave the existing route | The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required to provide a continuous high-quality, high-
as itis, as it is considered to function well. performing dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking opportunities. This would
improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections, and improve safety by
reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.
The scheme has been designed to accommodate traffic up to 2046, and has been checked for a summer peak
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period flow to understand how it would operate under those conditions. The traffic model indicates that the
flows are different in nature, but the proposed road and junctions will cope with the traffic levels during summer
periods.

179

Principle of
development

Supports the proposals for Henlade bypass and Southfields roundabout
however does not consider there to be a need for the rest of the A358 to
be dualled. Requests the remainder of the A358 be untouched to
minimize costs and the impacts on the environment.

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made taking into account public consultation N/A
feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons
for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
for further information.

The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required to provide a continuous high-quality, high-
performing dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking opportunities. This would
improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections, and improve safety by
reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new
dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways
are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this
section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme is being
considered as part of a pipeline of scheme that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy
(RIS3) period (2025-2030). In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for
RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030) will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4
(beyond 2030). All the schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will
be taken forward into construction.

180

Principle of
development

Supports proposals to bypass Henlade. Considers the arguments for
improvements between Mattock’s Tree Hill and Southfields inconclusive.
Suggests the scheme should be split into two distinct and separate
phases with the Henlade bypass being constructed first and a thorough
evaluation of its effectiveness should follow before the construction of
phase 2 begins.

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made taking into account public consultation N/A
feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons
for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
for further information.

The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required to provide a continuous high-quality, high-
performing dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking opportunities. This would
improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections, and improve safety by
reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new
dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways
are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this
section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme is being
considered as part of a pipeline of scheme that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy
(RIS3) period (2025-2030). In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for
RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030) will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4
(beyond 2030). All the schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will
be taken forward into construction.

Phasing of the works depends on a number of factors and will be optimised for delivery of the scheme as a
whole.

181

Principle of
development

Suggests the majority of the proposal should be scrapped and the A358
following Mattock's Tree Green should be left as it is. Notes the main
problem of traffic flow comes from an inadequate provision on the
liminster bypass and this should be resolved in order to improve traffic
flow.

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made taking into account public consultation N/A
feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons
for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
for further information.

The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required to provide a continuous high-quality, high-
performing dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking opportunities. This would
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improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections, and improve safety by
reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new
dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways
are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this
section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme is being
considered as part of a pipeline of scheme that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy
(RIS3) period (2025-2030). In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for
RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030) will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4
(beyond 2030). All the schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will
be taken forward into construction.

182

Principle of
development

Suggests that only Henlade is bypassed and the rest of the A358 is left in
current state. Suggests the expressway should be reconsidered as
concerned the scheme will cause gridlock at Southfields roundabout and
create a rat run through Hatch Beauchamp

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation feedback, | N/A
and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the
selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
(Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

The National Highways delivery plan for 2020 — 2025 confirms that we’re committed to delivering a high-quality
and high-performing dual carriageway route along the A303/A358 corridor, not an expressway or a motorway.
This represented a change to the Government’s first Road Investment Strategy (RIS1) intention to create a
new Expressway corridor into the region, but the second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2) revised this
intention, taking into account an expressway prohibits the use of farm vehicles, and the local area is rural in
nature. As part of the scheme National Highways would permit local traffic and agricultural traffic to join the
strategic network in a safe way via a limited number of junctions.

By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing
alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and other
local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document
Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads, although with
some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative routes to the A358
between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed an
approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic impacts
and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the local road
network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact on aspects such
as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with Somerset Council on the
details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required to provide a continuous high quality dual
carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking opportunities. This would improve journey time
reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections, and improve safety by reducing accidents, for
example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new
dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways
are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this
section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being
considered as part of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy
(RIS3) period (2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030)
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183

Principle of
development

Objection to the principle of development due to the cost, environmental
impact and health concerns which are considered to be unjustified for the
less that two minutes reduction travel time on this stretch of road.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and those
responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

National Highways acknowledge concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising from the
scheme. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document
Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on
local people and businesses (including reducing impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve connectivity
for local residents and other road users.

As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts, and
then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation measures we have adopted are described in the
Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

N/A

184

Safety and road
accidents

Notes that currently the A358 is dangerous to cycle on and the proposals
will only make this worse.

The scheme includes an alternative offline cycle route that uses lightly trafficked roads and traffic-free routes,
utilising existing infrastructure and allowing cyclists to pass through places of interest. Cycling would not be
prohibited on the new dual carriageway based on the classification of the road. National Highways anticipates
that the signed cycle route and local roads would be more attractive than the scheme to the majority of
cyclists.

N/A

185

Safety and road
accidents

Considers the layout for the left turn onto the A303 dangerous.

The scheme proposal for Southfields roundabout includes a number of improvements, including a segregated
left turn lane from the A358 (North) approach, a two lane exit to the A303 (East), a three lane approach from
the A303 (East), a three lane approach from the A358 (West) and improved spiral markings and additional
lane capacity on the circulatory. Together these measures provide a significant enhancement to the capacity
at the roundabout. This is illustrated by the operational model of Southfields roundabout, which indicates that it
will operate within its practical capacity in the design year (2046) even during peak hours.

Southfields roundabout design has been further amended following consultation feedback in order to maximise
road safety and further enhance capacity of the junction. These changes are an increase in the length of the
parallel merge layout to the A303 eastbound from the segregated left turn lane at the roundabout, and the
widening of the A358 (West) approach between liminster Services and the roundabout.

Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways are working on a
future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this section of the A303 to
improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being considered as part of a
pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy (RIS 3) period (2025-
2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030)
will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the
pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.

No

186

Safety and road
accidents

Suggest that when planning for construction to avoid using Hatch
Beauchamp village road as a diversion. Highlights that there are two
dangerous corners with road conditions on blind corners at Hatch Green

National Highways is committed to keeping the A358 open to traffic during construction and will seek to
minimise disruption while maintaining highway safety. The Environmental Management Plan (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1) and Construction Traffic Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix

N/A
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and Hatch Inn which the majority of the village has to use to get out of the | 2.1, Annex B) set out how the impact of construction on the environment, the road network and local
village. communities will be managed. National Highways continues to collaborate with the local highway authority,
Somerset Council, to identify and manage any potential mitigation measures required.
187 Safety and road Notes that there is no plan to upgrade the lliminster Bypass to dual The scheme proposal for Southfields roundabout includes a number of improvements, including a segregated | N/A
accidents carriageway. Highlights that the current bypass is regularly closed due to | left turn lane from the A358 (North) approach, a two lane exit to the A303 (East), a three lane approach from
accidents caused by the poor design of the lIminster Bypass and that the A303 (East), a three lane approach from the A358 (West) and improved spiral markings and additional
leads to impossible levels of diverted traffic in liminster. lane capacity on the circulatory. Together these measures provide a significant enhancement to the capacity
at the roundabout. This is illustrated by the operational model of Southfields roundabout, which indicates that it
will operate within its practical capacity in the design year (2046) even during peak hours.
Southfields roundabout design has been further amended following consultation feedback in order to maximise
road safety and further enhance capacity of the junction. These changes are an increase in the length of the
parallel merge layout to the A303 eastbound from the segregated left turn lane at the roundabout, and the
widening of the A358 (West) approach between liminster Services and the roundabout.
Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways are working on a
future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this section of the A303 to
improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being considered as part of a
pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy (RIS 3) period (2025-
2030).
In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030)
will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the
pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.
188 Traffic, access and Concern there are no connections or link roads for villages such as For the A358 to become a high quality dual carriageway, junctions along its length must provide a safe means | N/A
modelling Horton, Broadway and Donyatt to enter or exit the expressway, considers | with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed, complying with the Design Manual for
this will be a particular issue for liminster Roads and Bridges (DMRB) CD 122. As such, most of the direct local road accesses have been removed and
access to the A358 is from new grade separated junctions at Mattock’s Tree Green and Ashill.
Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed an
approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic impacts
and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the local road
network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact on aspects such
as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with Somerset Council on the
details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.
189 Traffic, access and Notes that plans on display at consultation show the central reservation It is acknowledged that the scheme is in the preliminary design stage and that there is scope to refine the No
modelling crash barriers on the inappropriate side of the reservation when the vehicle restraint system strategy into the detail design stage.
horizontal alignment was on a radius. Notes that full forward visibility from
the offside lane on a right-hand radius should not be impeded by such
barriers, but be across a open margin, whereas a left-hand radius does
not give rise to closer proximity availability for the crash barriers to be
positioned.
190 Traffic, access and Suggestion the biggest issue is the traffic in Henlade and this could be The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made taking into account public consultation No
modelling solved by adding a new road from junction 25 to meet by Mattock's Tree feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the reasons
Green, and to dual the existing road and provide slip roads for local for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has progressed the
residents. Suggestion that both end roundabouts need to be redeveloped | scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental Statement Chapter 3
to allow easy access to M5 and A303, preventing large tails backs and Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report
bottle necking. Suggestion that less land needs to be used as excessive for further information.
margins are being proposed and local single track lanes cannot be used
to take flows of traffic. The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required to provide a continuous high-quality, high-
performing dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking opportunities. This would
improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections, and improve safety by
reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.
Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new
dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways
are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this
section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme is being
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considered as part of a pipeline of scheme that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy
(RIS3) period (2025-2030). In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for
RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030) will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4
(beyond 2030). All the schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will
be taken forward into construction.

The proposed A358 scheme design also includes upgrades to M5 junction 25 and the Nexus 25 junction.

National Highways acknowledge concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising from the
scheme. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document
Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on
local people and businesses (including reducing impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve connectivity
for local residents and other road users. As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation
hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts, and then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation
measures we have adopted are described in the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

National Highways has undertaken operational modelling of all junctions along the A358 corridor, including the
upgraded M5 junction 25, Nexus 25 junction and Southfields roundabout. These confirm that all junctions
along the A358 will operate within their practical capacity. As part of this process forecast queue lengths at all
junctions have also been reviewed to ensure that there are no operational or safety concerns. The
methodology and results of the traffic modelling is reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4).

191

Traffic, access and
modelling

Objects to the scheme as considers it will increase traffic congestion due
to the provision of a roundabout at both ends of the scheme

National Highways has undertaken operational modelling of all junctions along the A358 corridor. These N/A
confirm that all junctions along the A358 will operate within their practical capacity during typical weekday
peaks with the proposed upgrades as part of the scheme. This testing has led to the decision to replace the
Nexus 25 roundabout with a signalised junction.

Operational modelling has been undertaken using both typical weekday peak period flows to confirm capacity
exists to accommodate these flows, and estimates of summer peak period flow to check whether the junctions
operate safely. There is enough capacity at the M5 junction 25 with the proposed upgrades and the proposed
Nexus 25 signalised junction to provide sufficient green time to the conflicting demands between the approach
arms without excessive queue build up. The Nexus 25 signalised junction has been modelled with the M5
junction 25 junction to assess the interaction between the two junctions, and check that queuing between them
is not a problem during peak periods.

Part of the A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so
that we can safely adapt it to the new dual carriageway. These upgrades include a segregated left turn lane
from the A358 dual carriageway to the A303 east, an additional lane on the A303 east, and a widened A358
west approach including signalisation of the services access.

Southfields roundabout due to be reviewed as part of the A303 Phase 2 upgrade which is part of the
Government's Road Investment Strategy 3 pipeline. National Highways are working on a future scheme for the
A303 Southfields to South Petherton, carrying out a study on this section of the A303 to improve the flow of
traffic. It is expected that improvements will be carried out along this section of the A303 following on from the
A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme.

National Highways has undertaken operational modelling of all junctions along the A358 corridor, including the
upgraded Southfields roundabout. These confirm that all junctions along the A358 will operate within their
practical capacity. As part of this process forecast queue lengths at all junctions have also been reviewed to
ensure that there are no operational or safety concerns. The methodology and results of the traffic modelling is
reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

192

Traffic, access and
modelling

Queries why more traffic should be encouraged to use the already
struggling M5.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling on the most recent proposed scheme design, which N/A
includes the local roads surrounding the proposed A358 scheme. The modelling of the new proposed A358
scheme design suggests that the change in traffic flow on the M5 would be an increase of 2-3% with the
proposed A358 scheme in place. This is a very small increase in traffic due to the scheme and is unlikely to
have any significant impact on the operation of the M5. The methodology and results of the traffic modelling is
reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).
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193

Traffic, access and
modelling

Suggests lack of local on/off access will cause frustrations, extra traffic
and more pollution. Concerned lack of access will direct local travel to
Taunton through Hatch Beauchamp.

For the A358 to become a high quality dual carriageway, junctions along its length must provide a safe means
with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed, complying with the Design Manual for
Roads and Bridges (DMRB) CD 122. As such, most of the direct local road accesses have been removed and
access to the A358 is from new grade separated junctions at Mattock’s Tree Green and Ashill.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed an
approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic impacts
and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the local road
network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact on aspects such
as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with Somerset Council on the
details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

N/A

194

Traffic, access and
modelling

Concern that access onto the new A358 from Curland will be limited and
will necessitate the need to travel down inadequate single track roads
which will not be able to handle to increased volume of traffic and will not
be maintained to the required standard.

For the A358 to become a high quality dual carriageway, junctions along its length must provide a safe means
with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed, complying with the Design Manual for
Roads and Bridges (DMRB) CD 122. As such, most of the direct local road accesses have been removed and
access to the A358 is from new grade separated junctions at Mattock’s Tree Green and Ashill.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed an
approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic impacts
and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the local road
network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact on aspects such
as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with Somerset Council on the
details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

N/A

195

Traffic, access and
modelling

Concerned traffic volume into Ashill and the surrounding area will
increase due to the Ashill junction proposals. Concerned larger vehicles
will be unable to access the A358 due to closures at Thickthorn end and
the Hasting Road being narrow and in poor condition.

During the 2021 statutory consultation, it was noted that there was concern about the rise in traffic flow
forecast through the village of Ashill. As a result, National Highways proposed some changes along the old
A358 though Ashill which would reduce driver speeds and therefore improve safety for all road users. The
changes proposed are to narrow the road, build sections of kerbs or footways into the road and improved
pedestrian crossing facilities at several locations through the village as well as enhancing road signing and
marking. These measures have been agreed in principle with Somerset Council, however further work is
required to agree aspects such as the detailed design and construction specification. These measures would
reduce driver speeds and therefore improve safety for all users.

N/A

196

Traffic, access and
modelling

Concern the scheme will result in an increase in traffic through local
villages

By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing
alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and other
local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document
Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads, although with
some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative routes to the A358
between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed an
approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic impacts
and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the local road
network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact on aspects such
as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with Somerset Council on the
details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

N/A

197

Traffic, access and
modelling

Suggests Griffin Lane is currently unfit for purpose and will cause
constant problems for traffic.

National Highways have undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The traffic modelling undertaken shows that there will be very small changes on most
local roads, although with some seeing very significant benefit as a result of reductions in vehicles using
alternative routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Griffin Lane is being retained as a local access route and is forecast to have broadly the same level of traffic
with the scheme as currently. No major changes are proposed and it is not expected to be a major access

N/A
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route once the scheme is constructed.
The methodology and results of the traffic modelling is reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal
Report (Document Reference 7.4).
198 Traffic, access and Concern raised that by closing access points to the A358 it will push more | National Highways have undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the N/A
modelling traffic on to small local lanes, including namely Griffin Lane, which passes | changes in traffic flows. The traffic modelling undertaken shows that there will be very small changes on most
under the A358. local roads, although with some seeing very significant benefit as a result of reductions in vehicles using
alternative routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.
Griffin Lane is being retained as a local access route and is forecast to have broadly the same level of traffic
with the scheme as currently. No major changes are proposed and it is not expected to be a major access
route once the scheme is constructed.
The methodology and results of the traffic modelling is reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal
Report (Document Reference 7.4).
199 Traffic, access and Concerned that construction traffic and re-directed traffic will use Mill National Highways is committed to keeping the A358 open to traffic during construction and will seek to No
modelling Lane (Stewley Road) as a rat run. Notes this would severely interfere with | minimise disruption while maintaining highway safety. The Environmental Management Plan (Document
residents quality of life as traffic passes through small lanes at 60mph Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1) and Construction Traffic Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix
and entrances to properties are used as a passing point. Concerned 2.1, Annex B) set out how the impact of construction on the environment, the road network and local
incidents of near collision will also increase and it will be dangerous to communities will be managed. National Highways continues to collaborate with the local highway authority,
walk along the lane. Somerset Council, to identify and manage any potential mitigation measures required.
200 Traffic, access and Highlights the disruption the road will cause, particularly difficulties in National Highways is committed to keeping the A358 open to traffic during construction and will seek to No
modelling travelling into Taunton for local people. minimise disruption while maintaining highway safety. The Environmental Management Plan (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1) and Construction Traffic Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix
2.1, Annex B) set out how the impact of construction on the environment, the road network and local
communities will be managed. National Highways continues to collaborate with the local highway authority,
Somerset Council, to identify and manage any potential mitigation measures required.
201 Traffic, access and Considers the scheme's construction will majorly disrupt traffic flow even National Highways is committed to keeping the A358 open to traffic during construction and will seek to No
modelling if managed carefully. minimise disruption while maintaining highway safety. The Environmental Management Plan (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1) and Construction Traffic Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix
2.1, Annex B) set out how the impact of construction on the environment, the road network and local
communities will be managed. National Highways continues to collaborate with the local highway authority,
Somerset Council, to identify and manage any potential mitigation measures required.
202 Traffic, access and | Questions the phasing of construction and when existing roads, that no National Highways is committed to keeping the A358 open to traffic during construction and will seek to No
modelling longer have access to the A358 under the proposals, will be closed. minimise disruption while maintaining highway safety. The Environmental Management Plan (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1) and Construction Traffic Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix
2.1, Annex B) set out how the impact of construction on the environment, the road network and local
communities will be managed. National Highways continues to collaborate with the local highway authority,
Somerset Council, to identify and manage any potential mitigation measures required.
203 Traffic, access and Notes the need to consider the impact of phasing on local traffic to ensure | National Highways is committed to keeping the A358 open to traffic during construction and will seek to No
modelling there is not an unsuitable traffic volume attempting to use unsuitable rural | minimise disruption while maintaining highway safety. The Environmental Management Plan (Document
lanes. Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1) and Construction Traffic Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix
2.1, Annex B) set out how the impact of construction on the environment, the road network and local
communities will be managed. National Highways continues to collaborate with the local highway authority,
Somerset Council, to identify and manage any potential mitigation measures required.
204 Traffic, access and Concerned there is a long period of time when the A358 will be operating | National Highways is committed to keeping the A358 open to traffic during construction and will seek to No
modelling below capacity and suggests it is likely that traffic will use the local lanes minimise disruption while maintaining highway safety. The Environmental Management Plan (Document
during this time. Suggests the lanes are not suitable to carry increased Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1) and Construction Traffic Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix
traffic. 2.1, Annex B) set out how the impact of construction on the environment, the road network and local
communities will be managed. National Highways continues to collaborate with the local highway authority,
Somerset Council, to identify and manage any potential mitigation measures required.
205 Traffic, access and Questions how construction will be managed without diverting traffic National Highways is committed to keeping the A358 open to traffic during construction and will seek to No
modelling through Hatch Beauchamp. minimise disruption while maintaining highway safety. The Environmental Management Plan (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1) and Construction Traffic Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix
2.1, Annex B) set out how the impact of construction on the environment, the road network and local

Appendix Table 5.1S Summary of matters raised in relation to Q6 of the feedback questionnaire in relation to any comments on our proposals for construction, including the proposed phasing and the National Highways response






