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Engineering Disagrees with the proposals for section 4 as considers the proposed dual | National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme
design carriageway is not in keeping with the rural setting and spans between the | which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
two roundabouts at Nexus and Southfields which undermines the premise requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
of the scheme provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will have
All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.
49 Engineering Considers the proposals excessive and inconsiderate of local traffic and National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme No
design villages. which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will have
All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.
50 Engineering Comments that the road should either be an expressway in its entirety or National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme No
design not at all. Concern that the expressway standard is inappropriate and which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
misguided and concerned that the standard is not being applied at requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
Southfields roundabout as this is the only place the standard might have provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will have
been benefical. All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.
51 Engineering Requests to keep the A358 as a dual carriageway National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme No
design which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will have
All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.
52 Engineering Suggests where the new Ashill junction merges into the Rapps area a left National Highways acknowledge concerns over existing local roads. The scheme aims at reducing traffic Yes
design option should be provided straight down the bridleway/track and through through local towns and villages closing a number of existing accesses in order to avoid rat running. Where
the farm to join the pre-1992 A358. Considers this would be a better option | there would be increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed an approach with Somerset
as the local farm no longer farms livestock and is now industrial with a high | Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic impacts and determine whether
volume of HGVs driving through daily. Notes the option of using the other mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures are proposed to help ensure that the
narrow lane wouldn’t work and has no option of passing and the extra lane | increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact on aspects such as traffic congestion or road safety on
would enable a connection to the maintenance lanes. the local road network. Engagement with Somerset Council on the detailed design details of the local roads
mitigation will continue into the next design stage, should the Development Consent Order be granted for the
scheme.
53 Engineering Concerned the scheme proposes cyclists should travel via Ashill which is The gradient on the Old A358 (Ashill) from Kenny to Ashill is 3.6% uphill for 618m, which is not a steep climb | No
design very hilly. Suggests a more direct cycle route on section 4 of the A358 but the length is acknowledged. An alternative route would be available on the northern side of the scheme
should be proposed. Concerned the proposed scheme also ends at Horton | along Stewley link but the gradient would be similar to the Old A358 (Ashill) and also slightly longer. Whilst
Cross which is the wrong side of the A303 to liminster. Considers this the gradient of an online parallel cycle track would be more amenable than the Old A358 (Ashill), the existing
unacceptable and requests easy, direct and safe cycling is not gradient is acceptable for a rural location and does not warrant improvements as part of the scheme.
discourages. Notes that the Gear Change P16 states that WCH routes
must be direct, continuous and serve the journeys that are in demand. Gear Change states that the Government will ensure new strategic A-road schemes include appropriate
Notes that road space should be relocated from motoring if necessary to provision for cycling. There is a presumption that all new schemes will deliver or improve cycling
achieve this. infrastructure to the new standards laid down, unless it can be shown that there is little or no need for cycling
in the particular road scheme. 'New standards' refers to Local Transport Note 1/20 (LTN 1/20).
Future demand for cycling based on the Propensity to Cycle Tool forecasts increased cycling demand on the
A358 but more so at the western end of the scheme and less so at the eastern end. Cycling demand across
the wider Taunton-liminster corridor suggests that investment in cycling infrastructure would be better
targeted on the local roads rather than as a parallel route on the scheme.
National Highways plans that the scheme would make use of the local road network and new off-road routes
to create a cycle route that would run from Henlade to Southfields roundabout. The scheme would serve
cyclists in the local communities, giving people the opportunity to get out of their cars and onto bicycles for
local journeys.
Local Transport Note 1/20 (LTN 1/20) is guidance for all government-funded projects and primarily focused
on delivering improvements in an urban environment. In developing the interurban proposals for the A358,
National Highways recognises the advice of LTN 1/20 but is unable to meet all its recommendations.
54 Engineering Requests adjustment of the existing A358 underpass and provision of The latest version of the scheme would provide improved access for agricultural vehicles and walkers, Yes
design adjoining underpass under the new carriageway to a height and width of at | cyclists and horse-riders across the scheme via Jordans overbridge.
least 4 meters to allow agricultural vehicles for Shrubbery farmhouse to
cross the A358
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Engineering Disagrees with the proposals for Section 4: Ashill Junction to Southfields National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and
design roundabout those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.
The Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1) explains the need for the proposed development and
the reasons why the scheme put forward as part of this Development Consent Order application is the
preferred solution.
The scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies parts of
the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its users.
The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average and local councils and
business leaders agree that the scheme would help connect the South West better to neighbouring regions,
unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more homes and jobs.
Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).
56 Engineering Highlights section 4 is relatively short and journey times are dominated by National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and No
design queuing at the roundabout. Proposes keeping the existing road on this those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.
section would be a win on environmental, cost and amenity grounds.
The Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1) explains the need for the proposed development and
the reasons why the scheme put forward as part of this Development Consent Order application is the
preferred solution.
The scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies parts of
the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its users.
The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average and local councils and
business leaders agree that the scheme would help connect the South West better to neighbouring regions,
unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more homes and jobs.
Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).
57 Engineering Disagrees with the current proposals for section 4 as considers adding a National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and No
design dedicated left turn between the A358 and A303 could deliver benefits at a those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.
lower economic, environmental and social cost.
The Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1) explains the need for the proposed development and
the reasons why the scheme put forward as part of this Development Consent Order application is the
preferred solution.
The scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies parts of
the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its users.
The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average and local councils and
business leaders agree that the scheme would help connect the South West better to neighbouring regions,
unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more homes and jobs.
Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).
58 Engineering Concern about the quantity of road surface that is being proposed in a rural | The scheme proposals would aim to re-use as much of the existing A358 carriageway as possible in order to | No
design environment, none of which enhances the local community, and has a minimise environmental impacts, construction works and cost.
negative effect on climate change.
59 Engineering Disagrees with the location of the new carriageway being to the east of the | The preferred route announcement in 2019 decided on widening to the east of the existing A358 to avoid Yes
design A358 as considers if positioned to the west this would not disturb woodland | impacts on ancient woodland and residential properties to the west of the route.
and habitats. Considers the west to be arable land which is less
environmentally important. Disagrees with the provision of a lay bye within
1.5 miles of a roundabout as considers lay byes will be used as public
toilets which is not hygienic next to farmland
60 Engineering Disagrees with the location of the new carriageway being to the east of the | The preferred route announcement in 2019 decided on widening to the east of the existing A358 to avoid No
design A358 as considers it will impact on properties and income from renting impacts on ancient woodland and residential properties to the west of the route.
these properties
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Highlights that Section 4 would eventually require provision of a full traffic
light system like M5 junction 25 if the A303 Eastbound flow is not improved
in the future, as this would negatively impact on the A358 improvements.

Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new
dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National
Highways are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study
on this section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme
was being considered as part of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road
Investment Strategy (RIS3) period (2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to
2030) will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the
schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into
construction.

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

62 Environment

Concern expressed that the proposed development is very expensive and
would be highly detrimental to the environment, including destruction of
wildlife habitat and the ability of the nation to grow crops and feed itself.
Concerns raised that the scheme would not be beneficial to the people of
Somerset.

Additional concern expressed that the project would remove valuable crop
land eradicated from British soil, exporting environmental damage to
Indonesia, Brazil and Africa with the destruction of habitat there to produce
food for the UK.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

National Highways assess the costs and benefits of the scheme using a number of different assessments to
understand impacts including journey time savings to road users, road safety, wider economic impacts, and
a range of environmental aspects. The project is reviewed by both National Highways and the Department
for Transport to examine whether the benefits outweigh the costs, and whether the business case for the
scheme is sufficiently strong to support delivery. This is reviewed at every stage of work to determine
whether the scheme delivery should be continued; the scheme has already gone through a strategic outline
business case, and the preliminary design stage sets out the outline business case (a more detailed
version). A full business case will be prepared during construction preparation if the Development Consent
Order is granted.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users. Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money
assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

National Highways acknowledge concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising from the
scheme. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document
Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on
local people and businesses (including reducing impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve
connectivity for local residents and other road users.

As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts,
and then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation measures we have adopted are described
in the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

The proposed scheme only uses land essential for a development of this nature, including the environmental
mitigation measures. Opportunities to minimise the footprint have been explored throughout the design
process. The proposals seek to reduce the impact on agricultural land through minimising the amount of
agricultural land permanently required by the scheme. Agricultural land used temporarily is to be restored to
a condition suitable for return to its existing land function. The assessment of effects on agricultural land is
presented within Environmental Statement Chapter 9 Geology and soils (Document Reference 6.2). The
assessment of effects on agricultural land holdings is presented within Environmental Statement Chapter 12
Population and human health (Document Reference 6.2).

No

63 Environment

Requests any negative issues are mitigated against with the provision of
green areas and trees on Southfields roundabout.

National Highways recognises the significance and sensitivity of the landscape, and proposed planting
responds to the landscape character. The proposed planting design is shown on Environmental Statement
Figure 7.8 Environmental Masterplan (Document Reference 6.3). Where possible mitigation measures seek
to avoid or minimise impacts and retain local character and visual amenity. Planting specification and details
of aesthetics for structures would be developed at the detailed design stage.

No

64 Environment

Objects to the plans for section 4: Ashill junction to Southfields roundabout
as considers the environmental and ecological impact is unacceptably
massive

National Highways note the concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising at Section 4:
Ashill junction to Southfields roundabout as a result of the scheme. The need for the scheme is established
and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic

No
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congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and businesses (including reducing
impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts,
and then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation measures we have adopted are described
in the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

65 Environment Disagrees with the proposals for Section 4: Ashill junction to Southfields
roundabout as considers it will be damaging to the environment, wildlife,
and cause pollution

National Highways note the concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising at Section 4: No
Ashill junction to Southfields roundabout as a result of the scheme. The need for the scheme is established
and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic
congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and businesses (including reducing
impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts,
and then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation measures we have adopted are described
in the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

66 Environment Disagrees with the proposals for Section 4: Ashill junction to Southfields
roundabout as considers it is detrimental to the environment

National Highways note the concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising at Section 4: No
Ashill junction to Southfields roundabout as a result of the scheme. The need for the scheme is established
and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic
congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and businesses (including reducing
impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts,
and then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation measures we have adopted are described
in the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

67 Noise and Requests concrete noise containments walls are used wherever possible to
vibration minimise the noise disturbance in the countryside with a minimum height of
4m and coloured green. Requests quiet road surface materials are used

The effects of the scheme in relation to noise (during both construction and operation) have been assessed. | N/A
This is reported in Environmental Statement Chapter 11 Noise and vibration (Document Reference 6.2),
which also sets out the measures that National Highways proposes to mitigate adverse noise effects. For
example, where residents would be impacted by noise as a result of the scheme, the design includes the use
of low noise surfacing, cuttings, acoustic bunds and other physical features to reduce noise impacts during
operation and best practicable means including some localised noise screening and low vibration plant
during construction. National Highways has also produced an Environmental Management Plan (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), which explains how the impact of construction activities will be managed.

The location of acoustic bunds and barriers are shown on Environmental Statement Figure 7.8
Environmental Masterplan (Document Reference 6.3).

68 Noise and Concerned about the noise pollution the scheme will generate
vibration

The effects of the scheme in relation to noise (during both construction and operation) have been assessed. | N/A
This is reported in Environmental Statement Chapter 11 Noise and vibration (Document Reference 6.2),
which also sets out the measures that National Highways proposes to mitigate adverse noise effects. For
example, where residents would be impacted by noise as a result of the scheme, the design includes the use
of low noise surfacing, cuttings, acoustic bunds and other physical features to reduce noise impacts during
operation and best practicable means including some localised noise screening and low vibration plant
during construction. National Highways has also produced an Environmental Management Plan (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), which explains how the impact of construction activities will be managed.

The location of acoustic bunds and barriers are shown on Environmental Statement Figure 7.8
Environmental Masterplan (Document Reference 6.3).

69 Noise and Requests thought be given to the type of road surface used and the
vibration potential for increased road traffic leading to increased noise pollution for
section 4 Ashill junction to Southfields roundabout. Requests the provision
of noise barriers such as the planting of trees.

The effects of the scheme in relation to noise (during both construction and operation) have been assessed. | N/A
This is reported in Environmental Statement Chapter 11 Noise and vibration (Document Reference 6.2),
which also sets out the measures that National Highways proposes to mitigate adverse noise effects. For
example, where residents would be impacted by noise as a result of the scheme, the design includes the use
of low noise surfacing, cuttings, acoustic bunds and other physical features to reduce noise impacts during
operation and best practicable means including some localised noise screening and low vibration plant
during construction. National Highways has also produced an Environmental Management Plan (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), which explains how the impact of construction activities will be managed.

The location of acoustic bunds and barriers are shown on Environmental Statement Figure 7.8
Environmental Masterplan (Document Reference 6.3).

70 Noise and Highlights the need for alleviation of noise levels at Southfields for
vibration residential amenity. Highlights that the A303 has implemented rumble

The effects of the scheme in relation to noise (during both construction and operation) have been assessed. | N/A
This is reported in Environmental Statement Chapter 11 Noise and vibration (Document Reference 6.2),
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which also sets out the measures that National Highways proposes to mitigate adverse noise effects. For
example, where residents would be impacted by noise as a result of the scheme, the design includes the use
of low noise surfacing, cuttings, acoustic bunds and other physical features to reduce noise impacts during
operation and best practicable means including some localised noise screening and low vibration plant
during construction. National Highways has also produced an Environmental Management Plan (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), which explains how the impact of construction activities will be managed.

The location of acoustic bunds and barriers are shown on Environmental Statement Figure 7.8
Environmental Masterplan (Document Reference 6.3).

71 Noise and Disagrees with the proposals for Section 4 Ashill junction to Southfields
vibration roundabout as considers it will worsen the noise pollution in Hatch
Beauchamp

The effects of the scheme in relation to noise (during both construction and operation) have been assessed. | N/A
This is reported in Environmental Statement Chapter 11 Noise and vibration (Document Reference 6.2),
which also sets out the measures that National Highways proposes to mitigate adverse noise effects. For
example, where residents would be impacted by noise as a result of the scheme, the design includes the use
of low noise surfacing, cuttings, acoustic bunds and other physical features to reduce noise impacts during
operation and best practicable means including some localised noise screening and low vibration plant
during construction. National Highways has also produced an Environmental Management Plan (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), which explains how the impact of construction activities will be managed.

The location of acoustic bunds and barriers are shown on Environmental Statement Figure 7.8
Environmental Masterplan (Document Reference 6.3).

72 Noise and Suggests noise reduction measures should be put in place, including
vibration banks, trees and fences.

The effects of the scheme in relation to noise (during both construction and operation) have been assessed. | N/A
This is reported in Environmental Statement Chapter 11 Noise and vibration (Document Reference 6.2),
which also sets out the measures that National Highways proposes to mitigate adverse noise effects. For
example, where residents would be impacted by noise as a result of the scheme, the design includes the use
of low noise surfacing, cuttings, acoustic bunds and other physical features to reduce noise impacts during
operation and best practicable means including some localised noise screening and low vibration plant
during construction. National Highways has also produced an Environmental Management Plan (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), which explains how the impact of construction activities will be managed.

The location of acoustic bunds and barriers are shown on Environmental Statement Figure 7.8
Environmental Masterplan (Document Reference 6.3).

73 Noise and Requests that sound reduction fencing is implemented on the west side of
vibration the A358 Ashill to Southfields due to significant noise pollution, flat land
and close proximity of villages.

The effects of the scheme in relation to noise (during both construction and operation) have been assessed. | N/A
This is reported in Environmental Statement Chapter 11 Noise and vibration (Document Reference 6.2),
which also sets out the measures that National Highways proposes to mitigate adverse noise effects. For
example, where residents would be impacted by noise as a result of the scheme, the design includes the use
of low noise surfacing, cuttings, acoustic bunds and other physical features to reduce noise impacts during
operation and best practicable means including some localised noise screening and low vibration plant
during construction. National Highways has also produced an Environmental Management Plan (Document
Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), which explains how the impact of construction activities will be managed.

The location of acoustic bunds and barriers are shown on Environmental Statement Figure 7.8
Environmental Masterplan (Document Reference 6.3).

74 Population and Concern that the impacts of the scheme in terms of severance and quality | As set out in this Consultation Report (Document Reference 5.1), National Highways recognises the No
human health: of life are written in the consultation materials by someone who doesn't live | importance of engaging with local residents and businesses throughout the Development Consent Order
community in the area, and without any survey information from those that do. process and has carefully considered all consultation and engagement feedback from individuals and
impacts Concern that the proposed scheme would make life worse for many. organisations, making some design changes as a result. It is intended that engagement with stakeholders

will continue throughout examination, detailed design and construction.

Environmental Statement Chapter 12 Population and health (Document Reference 6.2) considers impacts on
the local community and their health. In conclusion there would be positive health outcomes across all wards
for the following health determinants: transport and connectivity, ambient air quality, employment and training
and safety of the existing affected road network. With neutral health outcomes in relation to other assessed
health determinants across all wards: healthcare and community, recreational and education facilities,
green/open space, ambient noise environment, sources and pathways of potential pollution and landscape
amenity.

75 Population and Objects to the plans for section 4: Ashill junction to Southfields roundabout | Environmental Statement Chapter 12 Population and human health (Document Reference 6.2) considers No
human health: as considers it will ruin the quality of life in the area impacts on the local community and their health. In conclusion there would be positive health outcomes
community across all wards for the following health determinants: transport and connectivity, ambient air quality,
impacts employment and training and safety of the existing affected road network. With neutral health outcomes in

relation to other assessed health determinants across all wards: healthcare and community, recreational and
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education facilities, green/open space, ambient noise environment, sources and pathways of potential
pollution and landscape amenity.

76 Population and Disagrees with the proposals for Section 4: Ashill junction to Southfields National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed including concern around impact on local No
human health: roundabout as considers it will disrupt local villages and communities people. The proposals aim to address the traffic issues and long delays currently experienced along the
community route and to improve traffic flow, safety and connectivity for local residents and other road users. The
impacts beneficial and adverse effects of the scheme on the local community are reported in Environmental

Statement Chapter 12 Population and health (Document Reference 6.2).

77 Population and Concern raised about the huge impact on residents of Broadway and Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the new | N/A
human health: adjacent villages due to the failure to provide a new grade separated dual carriageway for example a segregated left turn lane from the A358 (North) approach and a two lane exit
community junction for Southfields roundabout and a direct slip road access to to the A303 (East) exit.
impacts Broadway off the A358 dual carriageway for west-bound traffic heading

towards Taunton. National Highways are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out
a study on this section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields

Notes that Southfields roundabout is such a key junction in achieving scheme is being considered as part of a pipeline of scheme that may be delivered through the third Road

success for National Highways' key objective to divert strategic South East | Investment Strategy (RIS3) period (2025-2030). In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of

- South West traffic on to the M5 and away from the A303/A30 route over schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030) will continue to be developed but considered for

the Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Concern that the | delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted,

lack of a grade separated junction at Southfields and subsequent with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.

increasing traffic delays at the existing roundabout will be considered to be

a huge contributory factor in the likely failure of the scheme in the public's

eyes.

78 Principle of Questions if there are any proposals to downgrade or improve the A303 National Highways are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out | N/A

development west of Southfields. Highlights that the Eagle Tavern Junction should be a study on this section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields
improved or downgraded to reduce traffic scheme is being considered as part of a pipeline of scheme that may be delivered through the third Road
Investment Strategy (RIS3) period (2025-2030). In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of
schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030) will continue to be developed but considered for
delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted,
with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.

79 Principle of Concern raised that the proposed project is not to the benefit of local The scheme has been designed to accommodate traffic up to 2046, and has been checked for a summer N/A
development residents, only to holiday traffic passing through the area without spending | peak period flow to understand how it would operate under those conditions. The traffic model indicates that

any money or adding anything to the local economy. the flows are different in nature, but the proposed road and junctions will cope with the traffic levels during
summer periods.
The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

80 Principle of Considers improvements to the A358 are not needed below the A378 due National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and N/A
development to the cost of the scheme and the increased congestion construction will those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

cause
The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.
The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.
The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business
leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more
homes and jobs.
Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

81 Principle of Objects to the plans for section 4: Ashill junction to Southfields roundabout | National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and N/A
development and considers they should be abandoned those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.
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The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

82

Principle of
development

Objects to scheme

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and
those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

N/A

83

Principle of
development

Considers the plans for section 4: Ashill junction to Southfields roundabout
is not needed

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and
those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

N/A

84

Principle of
development

Considers the section unnecessary with the expectation of improvements
to Southfields roundabout to increase capacity.

The scheme proposal for Southfields roundabout includes a number of improvements, including a
segregated left turn lane from the A358 (North) approach, a two lane exit to the A303 (East), a three lane
approach from the A303 (East), a three lane approach from the A358 (West) and improved spiral markings
and additional lane capacity on the circulatory. Together these measures provide a significant enhancement
to the capacity at the roundabout. This is illustrated by the operational model of Southfields roundabout,
which indicates that it will operate within its practical capacity in the design year (2046) even during peak
hours.

N/A
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Southfields roundabout design has been further amended following consultation feedback in order to
maximise road safety and further enhance capacity of the junction. These changes are an increase in the
length of the parallel merge layout to the A303 eastbound from the segregated left turn lane at the
roundabout, and the widening of the A358 (West) approach between liminster Services and the roundabout.

Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways are working on a
future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this section of the A303
to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being considered as part
of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy (RIS 3) period
(2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to
2030) will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the
schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into
construction.

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

85

Principle of
development

Objection to the principle of development and concern that proposals are
unjustified. Concern that the benefits to be gained are minimal and that the
scheme would bring potentially serious negative impacts. Considers the
objectives mentioned for the scheme to be general, potentially
disingenuous and un-quantified.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and
those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed including concern around impact on local
people. The beneficial and adverse effects of the scheme on the local community are reported in
Environmental Statement Chapter 12 Population and human health (Document Reference 6.2).

N/A

86

Principle of
development

Considers section 4 not needed and suggests a A303 flyover is
implemented instead.

The scheme proposal for Southfields roundabout includes a number of improvements, including a
segregated left turn lane from the A358 (North) approach, a two lane exit to the A303 (East), a three lane
approach from the A303 (East), a three lane approach from the A358 (West) and improved spiral markings
and additional lane capacity on the circulatory. Together these measures provide a significant enhancement
to the capacity at the roundabout. This is illustrated by the operational model of Southfields roundabout,
which indicates that it will operate within its practical capacity in the design year (2046) even during peak
hours.

Southfields roundabout design has been further amended following consultation feedback in order to
maximise road safety and further enhance capacity of the junction. These changes are an increase in the
length of the parallel merge layout to the A303 eastbound from the segregated left turn lane at the
roundabout, and the widening of the A358 (West) approach between liminster Services and the roundabout.

Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways are working on a
future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this section of the A303
to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being considered as part
of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy (RIS 3) period
(2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to
2030) will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the
schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into
construction.

N/A
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Principle of
development

Matters raised in response to consultation — matters raised verbatim

Suggests the road should be left as it is.

Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and
those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

88 Principle of
development

Concern that the scheme is too big and expensive, notes that all is required
is a separate lane joining the A358 to the A303 avoiding Southfields
Roundabout. highlights that the road flows well however it is the
roundabouts at fault

The Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1) explains the need for the proposed development and
the reasons why the scheme put forward as part of this Development Consent Order application is the
preferred solution.

The scheme is part of the Government’s Road Investment Strategy 2 (RIS2), which identifies parts of the
strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its users. The
South West’'s economy is under-performing compared to the UK average and local councils and business
leaders agree that the scheme would help connect the South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking
its potential for growth and supporting plans for more homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

The scheme proposal for Southfields roundabout includes a number of improvements, including a
segregated left turn lane from the A358 (North) approach, a two lane exit to the A303 (East), a three lane
approach from the A303 (East), a three lane approach from the A358 (West) and improved spiral markings
and additional lane capacity on the circulatory. Together these measures provide a significant enhancement
to the capacity at the roundabout. This is illustrated by the operational model of Southfields roundabout,
which indicates that it will operate within its practical capacity in the design year (2046) even during peak
hours.

Southfields roundabout design has been further amended following consultation feedback in order to
maximise road safety and further enhance capacity of the junction. These changes are an increase in the
length of the parallel merge layout to the A303 eastbound from the segregated left turn lane at the
roundabout, and the widening of the A358 (West) approach between liminster Services and the roundabout.

Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways are working on a
future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this section of the A303
to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being considered as part
of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy (RIS 3) period
(2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to
2030) will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the
schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into
construction.

N/A

89 Principle of
development

Disagrees with the proposals for Section 4 Ashill junction to Southfields
roundabout as considers the scheme is too large and will negatively impact
on the rural area, requests the scale of the scheme is reconsidered

The Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1) explains the need for the proposed development and
the reasons why the scheme put forward as part of this Development Consent Order application is the
preferred solution.

The scheme is part of the Government’s Road Investment Strategy 2 (RIS2), which identifies parts of the
strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its users.

N/A
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Matters raised in response to consultation — matters raised verbatim Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act change? (Y/N
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The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average and local councils and
business leaders agree that the scheme would help connect the South West better to neighbouring regions,
unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed including concern around impact on local
people. The proposals aim to address the traffic issues and long delays currently experienced along the
route and to improve traffic flow, safety and connectivity for local residents and other road users. The
beneficial and adverse effects of the scheme on the local community are reported in Environmental
Statement Chapter 12 Population and human health (Document Reference 6.2).

90 Principle of States that this proposal would not solve current issues on the road National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and N/A
development those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1).
The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on local people and
businesses, whilst seeking to improve connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies
parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its
users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business

leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

91 Principle of Objects to the whole dualling project due to concern about the urbanisation | The Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1) explains the need for the proposed development and N/A
development of the area. the reasons why the scheme put forward as part of this Development Consent Order application is the
preferred solution.

The scheme is part of the Government’s Road Investment Strategy 2 (RIS2), which identifies parts of the
strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its users.

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average and local councils and
business leaders agree that the scheme would help connect the South West better to neighbouring regions,
unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money assessment,
are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

It is not considered that the proposals would result in urbanisation of the villages, however Environmental
Statement Chapter 7 Landscape and visual effects (Document Reference 6.2) assesses and reports the
landscape and visual impacts of the proposed scheme (including any urbanising features) on local landscape
and visual receptors. Where it is possible to do so for a scheme of this nature, mitigation measures have
been implemented to avoid or minimise impacts and retain local character and visual amenity.

92 Principle of Supports the scheme, considers the road improvement is needed. National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the N/A
development scheme.
93 Principle of Supports the development as Henlade needs a bypass to improve air National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed, including those received in support of the N/A
development quality and safety scheme.
94 Principle of Considers the scheme will be useless unless Southfields roundabout is The scheme proposal for Southfields roundabout includes a number of improvements, including a N/A
development improved as considers without these improvements congestion will happen | segregated left turn lane from the A358 (North) approach, a two lane exit to the A303 (East), a three lane
on a larger scale approach from the A303 (East), a three lane approach from the A358 (West) and improved spiral markings
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and additional lane capacity on the circulatory. Together these measures provide a significant enhancement
to the capacity at the roundabout. This is illustrated by the operational model of Southfields roundabout,
which indicates that it will operate within its practical capacity in the design year (2046) even during peak
hours.

Southfields roundabout design has been further amended following consultation feedback in order to
maximise road safety and further enhance capacity of the junction. These changes are an increase in the
length of the parallel merge layout to the A303 eastbound from the segregated left turn lane at the
roundabout, and the widening of the A358 (West) approach between liminster Services and the roundabout.

Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways are working on a
future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this section of the A303
to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being considered as part
of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy (RIS 3) period
(2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to
2030) will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the
schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into
construction.

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

95

Principle of
development

Considers the scheme should be about improved accessibility for all, rather
than slightly improved journey times from the South East to the South
West.

Provision for walkers, cyclists and horse-riders has been integral to the design from options assessment to
the current scheme. National Highways endeavours to preserve existing public rights of way as much as
possible. Unfortunately, some diversions and stopping up of public rights of way would be inevitable but
users would no longer be trying to cross the A358 at grade, making the public rights of way network safer
and more inclusive.

Proposals for walkers, cyclists and horse-riders and improved connections as part of the scheme are
detailed in the Rights of Way and Access Plans (Document Reference 2.4), which is complemented by the
Public Rights of Way Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1, Annex F).

As detailed in Environmental Statement Chapter 12 Population and human health (Document Reference
6.2), the scheme includes a number of elements that either ensure continued access for walking, cycling and
horse-riding, or bring improvements in terms of current accessibility and severance. Environmental
Statement Chapter 12 Population and human health (Document Reference 6.2) identifies the public rights of
way (PRoW) that would be affected by the scheme and includes numerous proposals that seek to improve
accessibility and connectivity across the PRoW network. In summary this includes:

- 19 new PRoW (seven footpaths, three bridleways, nine restricted byways)
- 14 instances of stopping up PRoW for which an alternative would be available
- 19 instances (13 in full, 6 in part) of stopping up PRoW for which no alternative would be provided

These works would maintain and enhance access to open spaces and nature, particularly for the
communities which live close to these routes and who may use them frequently for local walking.

N/A

96

Principle of
development

Suggests the scheme should be downgraded from an expressway to a
standard dual carriageway and the slip roads shortened to provide local
villages better access to the A358.

National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme
which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will have
All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.

Mile a minute speeds are expected to be representative of the A303/A358 corridor following improvements,
however this is not a design requirement applied to individual schemes along the corridor. The proposed
arrangement of the junctions at Southfields and Nexus 25 would provide adequate capacity for the predicted
traffic flows in the design year 15 years after opening. This is in accordance with design standards to provide
a balance between traffic capacity and economic benefit.

N/A

97

Principle of
development

Consider there is no evidence for an Expressway build standard. The 2019
SAR indicates the route should be built as a dual all-purpose trunk road.

National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme
which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will have
All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.

Mile a minute speeds are expected to be representative of the A303/A358 corridor following improvements,

N/A
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however this is not a design requirement applied to individual schemes along the corridor. The proposed
arrangement of the junctions at Southfields and Nexus 25 would provide adequate capacity for the predicted
traffic flows in the design year 15 years after opening. This is in accordance with design standards to provide
a balance between traffic capacity and economic benefit.

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

98

Road drainage
and the water
environment

Concern that the amount and arrangements for attenuation ponds are
different to those used when the current A358 was built, therefore suggests
that there are alternative options for the proposed scheme which should be
considered to minimise the loss of agricultural land and maintain access.

The design team have reviewed the arrangement of attenuation ponds in conjunction with ecology specialists
who also have a requirement to establish wildlife ponds for habitat location lost as part of the scheme. The
proposed scheme only uses land essential for a development of this nature, including the environmental
mitigation measures. Opportunities to minimise the footprint have been explored throughout the design
process. The proposals seek to reduce the impact on agricultural land through minimising the amount of
agricultural land permanently required by the scheme. Agricultural land used temporarily is to be restored to
a condition suitable for return to its existing land function. The assessment of effects on agricultural land is
presented within Environmental Statement Chapter 9 Geology and soils (Document Reference 6.2). The
assessment of effects on agricultural land holdings is presented within Environmental Statement Chapter 12
Population and human health (Document Reference 6.2).

No

99

Safety and road
accidents

Comments that on previous modifications of Southfields, many HGVS fell
over due to the small diameter of the roundabout, and the current
proposals would recreate this dangerous situation. suggests signification
redesign is required

The scheme proposal for Southfields roundabout includes a number of improvements, including a
segregated left turn lane from the A358 (North) approach, a two lane exit to the A303 (East), a three lane
approach from the A303 (East), a three lane approach from the A358 (West) and improved spiral markings
and additional lane capacity on the circulatory. Together these measures provide a significant enhancement
to the capacity at the roundabout. This is illustrated by the operational model of Southfields roundabout,
which indicates that it will operate within its practical capacity in the design year (2046) even during peak
hours.

Southfields roundabout design has been further amended following consultation feedback in order to
maximise road safety and further enhance capacity of the junction. These changes are an increase in the
length of the parallel merge layout to the A303 eastbound from the segregated left turn lane at the
roundabout, and the widening of the A358 (West) approach between liminster Services and the roundabout.

Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways are working on a
future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this section of the A303
to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being considered as part
of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy (RIS 3) period
(2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to
2030) will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the
schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into
construction.

Yes

100

Safety and road
accidents

Concerned that using the underpass in section 4 as a bridleway will not be
safe as there is limited visibility so will result in accidents between horse-
riders and agricultural vehicles.

As an outcome of consultation, a new overbridge at Jordans replaces Ding bridge. It would connect the old
A358 at Horton Cross and Cad Road and be classified as a restricted byway. The overbridge would be
shared use with the landowner and very lightly trafficked. Jordans Farm overbridge and the connecting
tracks would have adequate visibility for its intended users in accordance with National Highways design
standards.

Yes

101

Safety and road
accidents

Concerned that using the underpass in section 4 and a PRoW will not be
safe due to the weather making conditions which increase accidents.

As an outcome of consultation, a new overbridge at Jordans replaces Ding bridge. It would connect the old
A358 at Horton Cross and Cad Road and be classified as a restricted byway. The overbridge would be
shared use with the landowner and very lightly trafficked.

The existing old A358 and Cad Road have paved road surfaces and this would be continued on the new
overbridge.

Jordans Farm overbridge and the connecting tracks would have adequate drainage in accordance with
National Highways design standards.

Yes

102

Safety and road
accidents

Concern traffic from the A358 going to and from Shrubbery farm and
Blackdown Shepherd Huts will have to turn right into Cad Road at the
junction just before the old llton Halt. States this is a hairpin bend, and such
a manoeuvre will be dangerous due to the bend limiting the view of
oncoming traffic. Suggests this junction be amended to make this a safe
and easy turning for lorries to make in both directions

As part of the proposed design, the turn radius at the Cad Road/Rapps Road junction will be widened to
accommodate large vehicles.

Yes
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Considers following the current A358 not safe due to sharp bends that
have been designed for 40 and 50mph speeds. Concerned these bends
will also cause congestion.

Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

The existing A358 single carriageway is subject to the National Speed Limit of 60mph. As the scheme
involves the widening of the existing A358, the existing road geometry necessarily influences that of the
widened road. In the design of the widened road, National Highways has maximised forward visibility along
the route in both the central reservation and the verges. The widened road would be a dual carriageway and
subject to the National Speed Limit of 70mph which National Highways considers to be appropriate.

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

104 Safety and road
accidents

Suggests there will be a reduction in safety on the rural local roads.

National Highways has undertaken a collision benefit appraisal on the proposed A358 scheme. It shows that
with the proposed A358 scheme in place, there is an overall reduction in the number of collisions.

National Highways have carried out traffic modelling of the A358 between Taunton and liminster and the
local road network in the vicinity.

The traffic modelling indicates that because of the significant reductions in journey time and congestion on
the new A358 there is a decreased likelihood of people using alternative routes in the surrounding area. As a
result, there will be very small changes on most local roads (a change of less than 250 vehicles per direction
on a weekday in 2031), although some see a very significant benefit as a result of reductions in vehicles
using alternative routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Because the change in traffic flow forecast to use the local lanes in the vicinity of the A358 with the scheme
in place is small, the impacts on safety on these local lanes due to the scheme are also forecast to be small.

Design features such as closing local lane accesses directly onto the A358 have a large benefit due to the
reduction in traffic undertaking dangerous right turn movements that cross the A358. Likewise, a central
reservation and a second lane to overtake safely also contribute to the collision benefits of the proposed
A358 scheme. Design features such as this that have a positive safety impact outweigh the negligible safety
impacts along the local lanes due to the proposed scheme, giving the proposed scheme an overall safety
benefit.

The methodology and results of the safety benefit assessment and the traffic modelling is reported in the
Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

No

105 Safety and road
accidents

States section 4: Ashill junction to Southfields roundabout contains traffic
congestion which creates safety problems

The scheme proposal for Southfields roundabout includes a number of improvements, including a
segregated left turn lane from the A358 (North) approach, a two lane exit to the A303 (East), a three lane
approach from the A303 (East), a three lane approach from the A358 (West) and improved spiral markings
and additional lane capacity on the circulatory. Together these measures provide a significant enhancement
to the capacity at the roundabout. This is illustrated by the operational model of Southfields roundabout,
which indicates that it will operate within its practical capacity in the design year (2046) even during peak
hours.

Southfields roundabout design has been further amended following consultation feedback in order to
maximise road safety and further enhance capacity of the junction. These changes are an increase in the
length of the parallel merge layout to the A303 eastbound from the segregated left turn lane at the
roundabout, and the widening of the A358 (West) approach between liminster Services and the roundabout.

Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways are working on a
future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this section of the A303
to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being considered as part
of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy (RIS 3) period
(2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to
2030) will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the
schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into
construction.

N/A

106 Safety and road
accidents

Requests that efforts are made to ensure traffic does not use Hastings
Lane or Windmill Hill Lane as a cut through as these roads are used by
WCH. Suggests bollards are used across the top and bottom of Windmill
Hill Lane for it to become a safe vehicle free lane

By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing
alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report

(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative

N/A

Appendix Table 5.1Q Summary of matters raised in relation to Q4e the feedback questionnaire in relation to plans for Section 4: Ashill junction to Southfields roundabout and the National Highways response




Row
Number

Matters raised in response to consultation — matters raised verbatim

Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed an
approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic impacts
and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the local road
network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact on aspects
such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with Somerset Council on
the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

107

Safety and road
accidents

Concerned safety will reduce on rural lanes due to traffic increases and this
will make the network less attractive to WCH users.

By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing
alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

Where the scheme is forecast to lead to increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed an
approach with Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic impacts
and determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures on the local road
network are proposed to help ensure that increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact on aspects
such as traffic congestion or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with Somerset Council on
the details of the local roads mitigation will continue into the detailed design stage.

N/A

108

Safety and road
accidents

Suggestion that there needs to be a clear signal from the liminster side of
the roundabout to show which lanes drivers need to be in, as too many
drivers use the left lane to get to the A303 by pass, or use the right Lane to
take the exit for Taunton, both leading to cutting people on the roundabout
and causes accidents.

The scheme proposal for Southfields roundabout includes a number of improvements, including a
segregated left turn lane from the A358 (North) approach, a two lane exit to the A303 (East), a three lane
approach from the A303 (East), a three lane approach from the A358 (West) and improved spiral markings
and additional lane capacity on the circulatory. Together these measures provide a significant enhancement
to the capacity at the roundabout. This is illustrated by the operational model of Southfields roundabout,
which indicates that it will operate within its practical capacity in the design year (2046) even during peak
hours.

Southfields roundabout design has been further amended following consultation feedback in order to
maximise road safety and further enhance capacity of the junction. These changes are an increase in the
length of the parallel merge layout to the A303 eastbound from the segregated left turn lane at the
roundabout, and the widening of the A358 (West) approach between liminster Services and the roundabout.

Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National Highways are working on a
future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study on this section of the A303
to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme was being considered as part
of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road Investment Strategy (RIS 3) period
(2025-2030).

In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to
2030) will continue to be developed but considered for delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the
schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted, with no guarantee they will be taken forward into
construction.

No

109

Traffic, access
and modelling

Suggests the underpass in section 4 should only allow private access for
Shrubbery farmhouse and considers there are additional crossing
opportunities for other users at Ashill Junction.

As an outcome of consultation, a new overbridge at Jordans replaces Ding bridge. It would connect the old
A358 at Horton Cross and Cad Road and be classified as a restricted byway. The overbridge would be
shared use with the landowner and very lightly trafficked.

Yes

110

Traffic, access
and modelling

Suggests Ashill junction is in the wrong location suggests the junction is
moved to the Stewley side of Ashill to reduce impact on local traffic.

By improving congestion and reliability, the scheme aims to reduce the likelihood of drivers choosing
alternative routes through neighbouring communities and make it easier for drivers, walkers, cyclists and
other local road users to get around.

National Highways has undertaken traffic modelling of the A358 and surrounding area to understand the
changes in traffic flows. The results are reported in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report
(Document Reference 7.4) and shows that there will be slight or negligible changes on most local roads,
although with some seeing very significant benefits as a result of reductions in vehicles using alternative
routes to the A358 between Taunton and liminster.

No
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