Air quality

Matters raised in response to consultation — matters copied verbatim

Objects to the provision of new parallel roads on each side of the A358 as
considers their construction and operation will cause air pollution

Appendix Table 5.1M Summary of matters raised in relation to Q4a of the feedback questionnaire in relation to proposals for the Ashill junction and the National Highways response

Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

The effects of the scheme on air quality are assessed and reported upon in Environmental Statement
Chapter 5 Air quality (Document Reference 6.2). It predicts no exceedances of the Air Quality Objectives at
human receptors associated with changes in operational traffic flows or speeds in the ‘Base’, ‘Do Minimum’
(without scheme) or ‘Do Something’ (with scheme) scenarios. With no exceedances of the Air Quality
Objectives at receptor locations it is considered the proposed scheme would have no significant effects on
air quality in relation to human health.

Significant effects as a result of nitrogen (N) deposition have been predicted at ecological receptors as
described in Environmental Statement Chapter 8 Biodiversity (Document Reference 6.2). Mitigation has
been developed to compensate for this impact including protection and sensitive management of habitat,
woodland creation and tree planting in locations away from the road.

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

2 Alternatives to the
scheme

Suggests the scheme should be abandoned south of Henlade.

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made taking into account public consultation
feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the
reasons for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has
progressed the scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental
Statement Chapter 3 Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2
(Document Reference 5.1) of this Consultation Report for further information.

The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required to provide a continuous high-quality, high-
performing dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking opportunities. This would
improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections, and improve safety by
reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.

N/A

3 Alternatives to the
scheme

Highlights that there are traffic congestion problems with the existing A358
Taunton-Southfields at each end of the stretch. States that the Taunton
end requires a by-passing of the village of Henlade and that this should be
easily achieved by constructing a new carriageway between the existing
Nexus roundabout and the start of the existing dual carriageway East of the
village. The Southfields end requires continuing A303 traffic to be kept off
the roundabout and that this should be easily achieved by means of a
flyover across the roundabout for the A303 carriageway.

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation
feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the
reasons for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has
progressed the scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental
Statement Chapter 3 Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of
this Consultation Report (Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required to provide a continuous high-quality, high-
performing dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking opportunities. This would
improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections, and improve safety by
reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the
new dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National
Highways are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study
on this section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme
is being considered as part of a pipeline of scheme that may be delivered through the third Road
Investment Strategy (RIS3) period (2025-2030). In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of
schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030) will continue to be developed but considered for
delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted,
with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.

Yes

4 Alternatives to the
scheme

Suggests that more work should be done to resolve issues on the A303.
Considers that currently there is little problem with the section of the A358
where Ashill junction is proposed.

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the
new dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National
Highways are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study
on this section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme
is being considered as part of a pipeline of scheme that may be delivered through the third Road
Investment Strategy (RIS3) period (2025-2030). In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of
schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030) will continue to be developed but considered for
delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted,
with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.

Yes

5 Alternatives to the
scheme

Requests the Ashill junction be a standard over bridge with on/off roads
leading from the dual carriageway immediately next to that carriageway

Mattock’s Tree Green junction and Ashill junction have been designed in accordance with the appropriate
standards (DMRB CD 122) taking into account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a
safe means with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

No
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Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

National Highways consider that the current proposals for Ashill junction are appropriate and in accordance
with current standards and therefore do not consider the suggested changes to be necessary.

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

6 Biodiversity

Concern the scheme will create environmental damage and negatively
impact ecology

National Highways acknowledge concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising from the
scheme. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document
Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on
local people and businesses (including reducing impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve
connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposals have been informed by extensive ecological surveys which have fed into the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) process. A mitigation hierarchy approach has been applied to the scheme
design; seeking firstly to avoid, or reduce adverse effects on valued ecological features and then to mitigate
those which cannot be reduced. Where impacts upon protected species and habitats have been identified,
specific mitigation strategies have been developed and agreed with Natural England; these are included
within the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

Areas of habitat creation are included within the scheme as replacement for those habitats lost to
construction. These areas of habitat creation would include plant species of local provenance, in keeping
with the character of the local landscape, and of benefit to biodiversity. Furthermore, habitat creation areas
have been designed to, once established, improve ecological connectivity through the local landscape
along the A358, by connecting up existing parcels of semi-natural habitats. In recognition of the time
required for created habitats to provide an equivalent biodiversity value to those lost, larger areas of habitat
would be created in comparison to those lost to ensure a net increase in habitat area. As detailed within the
Environmental Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), these habitats would be
subject to long-term management and monitoring to maximise the outcomes for biodiversity.

N/A

7 Biodiversity

Concern regarding the impact of proposals on wildlife as notes there is an
abundance of owls, deer, newts and bats in the area.

National Highways acknowledge concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising from the
scheme. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document
Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on
local people and businesses (including reducing impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve
connectivity for local residents and other road users.

The proposals have been informed by extensive ecological surveys which have fed into the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) process. A mitigation hierarchy approach has been applied to the scheme
design; seeking firstly to avoid, or reduce adverse effects on valued ecological features and then to mitigate
those which cannot be reduced. Where impacts upon protected species and habitats have been identified,
specific mitigation strategies have been developed and agreed with Natural England; these are included
within the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

Areas of habitat creation are included within the scheme as replacement for those habitats lost to
construction. These areas of habitat creation would include plant species of local provenance, in keeping
with the character of the local landscape, and of benefit to biodiversity. Furthermore, habitat creation areas
have been designed to, once established, improve ecological connectivity through the local landscape
along the A358, by connecting up existing parcels of semi-natural habitats. In recognition of the time
required for created habitats to provide an equivalent biodiversity value to those lost, larger areas of habitat
would be created in comparison to those lost to ensure a net increase in habitat area. As detailed within the
Environmental Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), these habitats would be
subject to long-term management and monitoring to maximise the outcomes for biodiversity.

N/A

8 Climate

Disagrees with the proposals for Ashill junction as considers it will harm the
climate

National Highways is cognisant of the changes introduced by the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target
Amendment) Order 2019, and the net-zero ambition is set out within the amendments. The Secretary of
State supports delivery of emission reductions through a system of five-year carbon budgets that set a
trajectory for reducing greenhouse gas production to 2050. In response to the carbon budgets, the
Department for Transport has published The Road to Zero which sets out steps towards cleaner road
transport and delivering the Industrial Strategy.

National Highways ‘Net Zero Highways: our 2030/ 2040/ 2050 plans’ outlines its ambitious plan to be net
zero by 2050.

National Highways is required by the National Policy Statement for National Networks to assess the effects
of the scheme in relation to carbon emissions and climate change, including an assessment of the

No
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Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

significance of any increase within the context of the relevant UK carbon budget period. The climate
assessment presented within the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report considered impacts
over a 60 year period and compared emissions against the UK 4th carbon budget (construction emissions)
and the 5th and 6th carbon budgets (for operation). This assessment has also been incorporated into
Environmental Statement Chapter 14 Climate (Document Reference 6.2), which outlines the measures
taken to avoid and mitigate carbon emissions through the design of the scheme. It also describes an
assessment of any likely significant climate factors in accordance with the requirements of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations and concludes in all cases the emissions calculated
demonstrated no impact on the ability of the UK Government to meet these carbon budgets, and no
significant effect on climate.

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

Climate

Objection to the proposed development. Concern that the proposal that
fails to account for the Government declared climate emergency and it this
seems to be entirely at odds with our legally binding obligation to cut
emissions.

Highlights that it will simply induce more road traffic.

National Highways is cognisant of the changes introduced by the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target
Amendment) Order 2019, and the net-zero ambition is set out within the amendments. The Secretary of
State supports delivery of emission reductions through a system of five-year carbon budgets that set a
trajectory for reducing greenhouse gas production to 2050. In response to the carbon budgets, the
Department for Transport has published The Road to Zero which sets out steps towards cleaner road
transport and delivering the Industrial Strategy.

National Highways ‘Net Zero Highways: our 2030/ 2040/ 2050 plans’ outlines its ambitious plan to be net
zero by 2050.

National Highways is required by the National Policy Statement for National Networks to assess the effects
of the scheme in relation to carbon emissions and climate change, including an assessment of the
significance of any increase within the context of the relevant UK carbon budget period. The climate
assessment presented within the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report considered impacts
over a 60 year period and compared emissions against the UK 4th carbon budget (construction emissions)
and the 5th and 6th carbon budgets (for operation). This assessment has also been incorporated into
Environmental Statement Chapter 14 Climate (Document Reference 6.2), which outlines the measures
taken to avoid and mitigate carbon emissions through the design of the scheme. It also describes an
assessment of any likely significant climate factors in accordance with the requirements of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations and concludes in all cases the emissions calculated
demonstrated no impact on the ability of the UK Government to meet these carbon budgets, and no
significant effect on climate.

No

10

Climate

Highlights the need to respond to the climate and biodiversity emergencies
and the need to move to zero / low carbon transport with low land take.
Concern that the world is and needs to change rapidly the whole scheme is
out of date and hugely damaging to the environment.

National Highways acknowledge concern over the level of environmental impact potentially arising from the
scheme. The need for the scheme is established and set out in the Case for the Scheme (Document
Reference 7.1). The proposals seek to address traffic congestion and safety issues that currently impact on
local people and businesses (including reducing impacts on air quality), whilst seeking to improve
connectivity for local residents and other road users.

As part of the design development, we have adopted a mitigation hierarchy, aiming first to avoid impacts,
and then to mitigate those we are unable to avoid. The mitigation measures we have adopted are
described in the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).

National Highways is cognisant of the changes introduced by the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target
Amendment) Order 2019, and the net-zero ambition is set out within the amendments. The Secretary of
State supports delivery of emission reductions through a system of five-year carbon budgets that set a
trajectory for reducing greenhouse gas production to 2050. In response to the carbon budgets, the
Department for Transport has published The Road to Zero which sets out steps towards cleaner road
transport and delivering the Industrial Strategy.

National Highways ‘Net Zero Highways: our 2030/ 2040/ 2050 plans’ outlines its ambitious plan to be net
zero by 2050.

National Highways is required by the National Policy Statement for National Networks to assess the effects
of the scheme in relation to carbon emissions and climate change, including an assessment of the
significance of any increase within the context of the relevant UK carbon budget period. The climate
assessment presented within the Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) Report considered impacts
over a 60 year period and compared emissions against the UK 4th carbon budget (construction emissions)
and the 5th and 6th carbon budgets (for operation). This assessment has also been incorporated into

No
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Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

Environmental Statement Chapter 14 Climate (Document Reference 6.2), which outlines the measures
taken to avoid and mitigate carbon emissions through the design of the scheme. It also describes an
assessment of any likely significant climate factors in accordance with the requirements of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations and concludes in all cases the emissions calculated
demonstrated no impact on the ability of the UK Government to meet these carbon budgets, and no
significant effect on climate.

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

11

Construction

Concern the construction of the scheme will create noise and air pollution

The effects of the scheme in relation to noise (during both construction and operation) have been
assessed. This is reported in Environmental Statement Chapter 11 Noise and vibration (Document
Reference 6.2), which also sets out the measures that National Highways proposes to mitigate adverse
noise effects. For example, where residents would be impacted by noise as a result of the scheme, the
design includes the use of low noise surfacing, cuttings, acoustic bunds and other physical features to
reduce noise impacts during operation and best practicable means including some localised noise
screening and low vibration plant during construction. National Highways has also produced an
Environmental Management Plan (Document Reference 6.4, Appendix 2.1), which explains how the impact
of construction activities will be managed.

No

12

Consultation

Requests national highways consider the issues raised at consultation

As set out in the main body of the Consultation Report (Document Reference 5.1), National Highways
recognises the importance of engaging with local residents and businesses throughout the DCO process
and has carefully considered all consultation and engagement feedback from individuals and organisations,
making some design changes as a result. It is intended that engagement with stakeholders will continue
throughout examination, detailed design and construction.

Information on how consultation responses are dealt with is available in the Consultation Report (Document
Reference 5.1). Following the 2021 statutory consultation, design changes to the scheme proposals were
made and these were published in the 'Responding to feedback from 2021 public consultation' document
on the National Highways website (https://highwaysengland.citizenspace.com/he/a358-taunton-to-
southfields-2022-sup-consultation/). These were then consulted on during the 2022 supplementary
consultation.

N/A

13

Consultation

States that further information on traffic flow is needed prior to any local
agreement

A Technical Traffic Note was published to help people understand the likely traffic impacts of the proposed
scheme so that they could make an informed response to the statutory consultation. The note was
sufficiently detailed for the purposes of consultation and included information about traffic modelling, traffic
flow and journey time, value for money assessment and impacts of Covid-19 on traffic. To support the
supplementary consultation, an updated Technical Traffic Note was published, which included additional
information on likely junction performance, accidents and mitigation on the local road network and
proposed design changes. Furthermore, a 2D interactive mapping tool was provided to demonstrate traffic
flow information, routeing and journey times.

The methodology and results of the traffic modelling is reported in more detail in the Combined Modelling
and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

N/A

14

Consultation

Supports the Community of Parishes and the West Hatch Parish Council
response in relation to the proposals for Ashill junction

National Highways acknowledges support for responses provided to the consultation by the Community of
Parishes and individual parish councils. Full responses to each of the matters raised can be found in the
Consultation Report Appendix 5.2 Table 5.2B, Appendix 6.4 and Appendix 8.2 Table 8.2B (Document
Reference 5.2). Suggested alternative proposals have been considered and some elements have been
adopted into the scheme design.

N/A

15

Economics

Considers the proposals for Ashill junction is a waste of public money

The South West’'s economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business
leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

National Highways assess the costs and benefits of the scheme using a number of different assessments
to understand impacts including journey time savings to road users, road safety, wider economic impacts,
and a range of environmental aspects. The project is reviewed by both National Highways and the
Department for Transport to examine whether the benefits outweigh the costs, and whether the business
case for the scheme is sufficiently strong to support delivery. This is reviewed at every stage of work to
determine whether the scheme delivery should be continued; the scheme has already gone through a
strategic outline business case, and the preliminary design stage sets out the outline business case (a
more detailed version). A full business case will be prepared during construction preparation if the
Development Consent Order is granted.

N/A
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Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’'s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which
identifies parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and
reliability for its users. Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value
for money assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document
Reference 7.4).

Journey time savings are forecast to be in the order of 5 to 7 minutes during most times of day. This
equates to a saving of more than 30% during most times of day.

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

16

Economics

Disagrees with the proposals for the Ashill junction as considers there will
be a huge expense

The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average. Local councils and business
leaders agree that upgrading the rest of the A303/A358 corridor to dual carriageway would help connect the
South West better to neighbouring regions, unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more

homes and jobs.

National Highways assess the costs and benefits of the scheme using a number of different assessments
to understand impacts including journey time savings to road users, road safety, wider economic impacts,
and a range of environmental aspects. The project is reviewed by both National Highways and the
Department for Transport to examine whether the benefits outweigh the costs, and whether the business
case for the scheme is sufficiently strong to support delivery. This is reviewed at every stage of work to
determine whether the scheme delivery should be continued; the scheme has already gone through a
strategic outline business case, and the preliminary design stage sets out the outline business case (a
more detailed version). A full business case will be prepared during construction preparation if the
Development Consent Order is granted.

The proposed scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which
identifies parts of the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and
reliability for its users. Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value
for money assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document
Reference 7.4).

Journey time savings are forecast to be in the order of 5 to 7 minutes during most times of day. This
equates to a saving of more than 30% during most times of day.

N/A

17

Engineering design

States that the proposed Southfields Roundabout design is poor, that the
slip road on to the eastbound A303 needs to be longer otherwise it will
become a ‘parking lot’ and increase traffic on local roads as access to
liminster and Chard is blocked

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the
new dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National
Highways are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study
on this section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme
was being considered as part of a pipeline of scheme that may be delivered through the third Road
Investment Strategy (RIS3) period (2025-2030). In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of
schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030) will continue to be developed but considered for
delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted,
with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.

Yes

18

Engineering design

Requests Stewley-Ashill junction be retained and that improvements are
made to Sugg’s Lane

National Highways acknowledge concerns over existing local roads. The scheme aims at reducing traffic
through local towns and villages closing a number of existing accesses in order to avoid rat running. Where
there would be increases in traffic on local roads, National Highways has agreed an approach with
Somerset Council, the highway authority for these roads, to assess the forecast traffic impacts and
determine whether mitigation is required. As part of the scheme, mitigation measures are proposed to help
ensure that the increases in traffic do not have a detrimental impact on aspects such as traffic congestion
or road safety on the local road network. Engagement with Somerset Council on the detailed design details
of the local roads mitigation will continue into the next design stage.

No

19

Engineering design

Concerned there are not enough junctions for local villages in the
proposals.

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering taking into account public
consultation feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set
out the reasons for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways
has progressed the scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Chapter 3
Assessment of Alternatives of the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to
Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report for further information.

The National Highways delivery plan for 2020 — 2025 confirms that we’re committed to delivering a high-
quality and high-performing dual carriageway route along the A303/A358 corridor, not an expressway or a

No
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Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

motorway. This represented a change to the Government’s first road investment Strategy (RIS 1) intention
to create a new Expressway corridor into the region, but the second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2)
revised this intention, taking into account an expressway prohibits the use of farm vehicles, and the local
area is rural in nature. As part of the scheme National Highways would permit local traffic and agricultural
traffic to join the strategic network in a safe way via a limited number of junctions.

For the A358 to become a high quality dual carriageway, junctions along its length must provide a safe
means with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed, complying with Design Manual
for Roads and Bridges CD 122. As such, all of the direct local road accesses have been removed and
access to the A358 is from new grade separated junctions at Mattock's Tree Green and Ashill.

The scheme has been designed to the standards set out in GD 300. As such, any new intermediate
junctions that are constructed as part of the scheme would need to take the form of a full grade- separated
junction similar to the one near Ashill or Mattock's Tree Green.

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

20

Engineering design

Considers proposals for Ashill junction overengineered and suggests a slip
road onto an improved liminster bypass is what is needed.

Ashill junction is one of the two proposed grade-separated junctions on the scheme. It is an ‘all-
movements’ junction, which means all movements would be possible regardless of the approach road
used. This would provide excellent connectivity for both local and regional traffic, which is a key scheme
objective.

Ashill junction has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (Design Manual for Roads
and Bridges CD 122) taking into account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe
means with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the
new dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National
Highways are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study
on this section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme
was being considered as part of a pipeline of schemes that may be delivered through the third Road
Investment Strategy (RIS3) period (2025-2030). In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of
schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030) will continue to be developed but considered for
delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted,
with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.

No

21

Engineering design

Requests the number of tarmac lanes be included within the application to
the council

Ashill Junction comprises of four slip roads for all-movements access to and from the A358 mainline each
with a single lane widening to two for right/left manoeuvres. Ashill Road, Stewley Link and Broadway Street
link are all single carriageway with one lane in each direction.

No

22

Engineering design

Suggests the junction is elaborate with 6 T-junctions and assumes this
design has been chosen for cost effectiveness. Questions if this is a safer
option than a roundabout and proposes combining the two off-ramps, and
two on-ramps into a roundabout or alternatively two smaller roundabouts
that combine the overbridge and eastbound/westbound on/off-ramps
respectively.

Ashill junction has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (Design Manual for Roads
and Bridges CD 122) taking into account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe
means with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

A dumbbell roundabout option was considered in the earlier stages of design but was discounted based on
the low traffic volumes expected against the increased cost the junction.

No

23

Engineering design

Considers it would be better to space the junctions out along the road and
move Ashill junction towards Taunton, as considers this would give road
users more time to ensure they are in the correct lane

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering taking into account public
consultation feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Appraisal Assessment Report (Document
Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives.
The location of the Ashill junction was decided at the scheme options stage. National Highways has
progressed the scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Chapter 3
Assessment of alternatives of the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to
Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report for further information.

National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme
which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will
have All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.

No

24

Engineering design

Considers the only improvements needed are either end of the connection
to the A303 and the M5 and the Henlade Bypass

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made taking into account public consultation
feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the
reasons for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has

No
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progressed the scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental
Statement Chapter 3 Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of
this Consultation Report for further information.

The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is required to provide a continuous high-quality, high-
performing dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe overtaking opportunities. This would
improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster connections, and improve safety by
reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes joining the A358.

Part of the scheme includes upgrades to the Southfields roundabout so that we can safely adapt it to the
new dual carriageway. Although a full upgrade of the roundabout is not included in these plans, National
Highways are working on a future scheme for the A303 South Petherton to Southfields, carrying out a study
on this section of the A303 to improve the flow of traffic. The A303 South Petherton to Southfields scheme
was being considered as part of a pipeline of scheme that may be delivered through the third Road
Investment Strategy (RIS3) period (2025-2030). In March 2023, Government announced the pipeline of
schemes earmarked for RIS3 (covering 2025 to 2030) will continue to be developed but considered for
delivery as part of RIS4 (beyond 2030). All the schemes in the pipeline programme remain uncommitted,
with no guarantee they will be taken forward into construction.

25 Engineering design | Considers improvements are required to include better on-slips, roads and | For the A358 to become a high-quality, high-performing dual carriageway, junctions along its length must N/A
a bridge over the existing A358. provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed, complying with
Design Manual for Roads and Bridges CD 122. As such, most of the direct local road accesses have been
removed and access to Mattock’s Tree Green junction and Ashill junction are provided.

26 Engineering design | Suggests rather than Ashill junction there should be a slip road on to an For the A358 to become a high-quality, high-performing dual carriageway, junctions along its length must Yes
improved and widened liminster bypass that starts just after Cad Road. provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed, complying with
Design Manual for Roads and Bridges CD 122. As such, most of the direct local road accesses have been
removed and access to Mattock’s Tree Green junction and Ashill junction are provided.

The scheme has been designed to the standards set out in GD 300. As such, any new intermediate
junctions that are constructed as part of the scheme would need to take the form of a full grade-separated
junction similar to the one near Ashill or Mattock’s Tree Green. Factors such as the cost, value for money
and environmental impacts of this additional junction also need to be considered. A review of the amount of
traffic that would be likely to use additional junctions does not justify the costs or environmental impacts of

these junctions.
27 Engineering design | Suggests slip roads would be more appropriate and would mitigate these For the A358 to become a high-quality, high-performing dual carriageway, junctions along its length must Yes
disadvantages and the adverse impacts on the village of Ashill. provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed, complying with

Design Manual for Roads and Bridges CD 122. As such, most of the direct local road accesses have been
removed and access to Mattock’s Tree Green junction and Ashill junction are provided.

The scheme has been designed to the standards set out in GD 300. As such, any new intermediate
junctions that are constructed as part of the scheme would need to take the form of a full grade-separated
junction similar to the one near Ashill or Mattock’s Tree Green. Factors such as the cost, value for money
and environmental impacts of this additional junction also need to be considered. A review of the amount of
traffic that would be likely to use additional junctions does not justify the costs or environmental impacts of

these junctions.

28 Engineering design | Objects to proposals as considers proposals for Ashill junction overly Ashill junction has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (Design Manual for Roads | No
complicated. Suggests the junction would be simpler if an ordinary dual and Bridges CD 122) taking into account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe
carriageway was built. means with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

29 Engineering design | Suggests that Ashill illage should be bypassed as considers additional National Highways acknowledges concern related to the forecast rise in traffic flow through Ashill with the Yes
traffic through local villages to be unacceptable in a new design. proposed A358 scheme in place. During the 2021 statutory consultation, it was noted that there was

concern about the rise in traffic flow forecast through the village of Ashill. As a result, National Highways
proposed some changes along the Old A358 though Ashill which would reduce driver speeds and therefore
improve safety for all road users. The changes proposed are to narrow the road, build sections of kerbs or
footways into the road and improved pedestrian crossing facilities at several locations through the village as
well as enhancing road signing and marking. These measures would reduce driver speeds and therefore
improve safety for all users.

30 Engineering design | Objects to proposals for Ashill junction. Copied response from 4a) of the National Highways acknowledges support for responses provided to the consultation by the Community of | No
Community of Parishes response. Parishes and individual parish councils. Full responses to each of the matters raised can be found in the
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Consultation Report Appendix 5.2 Table 5.2B, Appendix 6.4 and Appendix 8.2 Table 8.2B (Document
Reference 5.2). Suggested alternative proposals have been considered and some elements have been
adopted into the scheme design.

31 Engineering design | Supports the statements given in ltem 4a) of the Community of Parishes National Highways acknowledges support for responses provided to the consultation by the Community of | No
response. Parishes and individual parish councils. Full responses to each of the matters raised can be found in the

Consultation Report Appendix 5.2 Table 5.2B, Appendix 6.4 and Appendix 8.2 Table 8.2B (Document
Reference 5.2). Suggested alternative proposals have been considered and some elements have been
adopted into the scheme design.
32 Engineering design | Copied response from 4a) of the Community of Parishes responses. National Highways acknowledges support for responses provided to the consultation by the Community of | No
Parishes and individual parish councils. Full responses to each of the matters raised can be found in the
Consultation Report Appendix 5.2 Table 5.2B, Appendix 6.4 and Appendix 8.2 Table 8.2B (Document
Reference 5.2). Suggested alternative proposals have been considered and some elements have been
adopted into the scheme design.

33 Engineering design | Supports proposals for the new Ashill Junction and considers there to not National Highways acknowledges the general support received in relation to the design proposals for Ashill | N/A
be any further revisions needed to the design. junction.

34 Engineering design | Supports proposals for Ashill junction as considers it a good design. National Highways acknowledges the general support received in relation to the design proposals for Ashill | N/A

junction.

35 Engineering design | Considers the junction to be in the most logical place when taking into National Highways acknowledges the general support received in relation to the design proposals for Ashill | N/A
account llton, Rapps and residential properties. junction.

36 Engineering design | Supports the proposals now that Broadway has been connected. National Highways acknowledges the general support received in relation to the design proposals for Ashill | N/A

junction.

37 Engineering design | Considers the new Ashill junction as a reasonable proposal. National Highways acknowledges the general support received in relation to the design proposals for Ashill | N/A

junction.

38 Engineering design | Supports the proposals for the Ashill junction and considers them National Highways acknowledges the general support received in relation to the design proposals for Ashill | N/A
necessary. junction.

39 Engineering design | Support for proposals for Ashill junction as these are considered logical. National Highways acknowledges the general support received in relation to the design proposals for Ashill | N/A

junction.

40 Engineering design | Support for proposals for the new Ashill junction as it is considered that National Highways acknowledges the general support received in relation to the design proposals for Ashill | N/A
these are reasonable. junction.

41 Engineering design | Considers the new Ashill junction as relatively straightforward. National Highways acknowledges the general support received in relation to the design proposals for Ashill | N/A

junction.

42 Engineering design | Supports proposals for the new Ashill junction as considers them the National Highways acknowledges the general support received in relation to the design proposals for Ashill | N/A
sensible solution. junction.

43 Engineering design | Support proposals for the new Ashill junction to improve congestion issues | National Highways acknowledges the general support received in relation to the design proposals for Ashill | N/A
experienced in this location. junction.

44 Engineering design | Supports proposals for the new Ashill junction. National Highways acknowledges the general support received in relation to the design proposals for Ashill | N/A

junction.

45 Engineering design | Supports proposals for Ashill junction as considers them to have taken a National Highways acknowledges the general support received in relation to the design proposals for Ashill | N/A
reasonable approach. junction.

46 Engineering design | Supports proposals for the Ashill junction as considers any option that National Highways acknowledges the general support received in relation to the design proposals for Ashill | N/A
removes the current blackspot on the road to be favourable. junction.

47 Engineering design | Supports proposals for Ashill junction as consider it will be a fairly quiet National Highways acknowledges the general support received in relation to the design proposals for Ashill | N/A
junction and therefore the proposals are reasonable. junction.

48 Engineering design | Considers the proposals for Ashill junction to not be well suited to the rural | National Highways recognises the significance and sensitivity of the landscape. The Landscape and Visual | No
setting. Assessment (LVIA) assesses and reports the landscape and visual impacts of the scheme on local

landscape and visual receptors, as outlined in Environmental Statement Chapter 7 Landscape and visual
effects. Where it is possible to do so for a development of this nature, mitigation measures have been
implemented to avoid or minimise impacts and retain local character and visual amenity.

49 Engineering design | Considers the new Ashill junction is inappropriate for the rural south National Highways recognises the significance and sensitivity of the landscape. The Landscape and Visual | No

Assessment (LVIA) assesses and reports the landscape and visual impacts of the scheme on local
landscape and visual receptors, as outlined in Environmental Statement Chapter 7 Landscape and visual
effects. Where it is possible to do so for a development of this nature, mitigation measures have been
implemented to avoid or minimise impacts and retain local character and visual amenity.

50 Engineering design | Objection to proposals for the Ashill junction. Comment that there is no National Highways notes the objection to proposals for the Ashill junction. The scheme would not provide a | No
flyover junction now for Broadway road to Catherine Wheel/llton. Queries new grade separated junction with Broadway Road. North to south routing between Broadway and llton is
whether it would be an underpass or bridge. provided via the proposed Broadway link (parallel to the A385) with connection to Ashill Road which

crosses the scheme via overbridge and the Ashill Junction, onwards to llton via Rapps Road.
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Engineering design

Matters raised in response to consultation — matters copied verbatim

Objection to proposals for the Ashill junction as it would result in a detour
for commuting cyclists/walkers.

Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

As an outcome of consultation, a new overbridge at Jordans Farm would connect the old A358 at Horton
Cross and Cad Road. The overbridge would be classified as a restricted byway, shared use with the
landowner and very lightly trafficked. This would be a marginal detour compared to the existing route but
the grade separated crossing would be safer and more attractive.

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

52 Engineering design

Objects to proposals as considers the junction too complicated.

Ashill junction has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (DMRB CD 122) taking into
account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the
A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

No

53 Engineering design

Queries whether the large size of the junction proposed at Ashill is
required.

National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme
which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will
have All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.

Ashill junction has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (DMRB CD 122) taking into
account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the
A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

Yes

54 Engineering design

Considers the proposal for the Ashill junction to be too complicated.

National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme
which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will
have All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.

Ashill junction has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (DMRB CD 122) taking into
account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the
A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

Yes

55 Engineering design

Disagrees with the proposals for the Ashill Junction as considers it destroys
the countryside and does not keep the linking roads as close to the dual
carriageway

National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme
which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will
have All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.

Ashill junction has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (DMRB CD 122) taking into
account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the
A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

Yes

56 Engineering design

Disagrees with the design approach for Ashill junction as considers it is not
in- keeping with the locality

National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme
which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will
have All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.

Ashill junction has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (DMRB CD 122) taking into
account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the
A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

Yes

57 Engineering design

Objection to the proposals for the Ashill junction. Suggests the addition of a
slip road instead.

National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme
which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will
have All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.

Ashill junction has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (DMRB CD 122) taking into
account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the
A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

Yes

58 Engineering design

States that Ashill Junction is overengineered and is unsympathetic to the
requirements of local residents over the desire of a motorway link between
London and the South West

National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme
which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will
have All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.

Yes
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Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

Ashill junction has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (DMRB CD 122) taking into
account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the
A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

59

Engineering design

Considers the Ashill junction should be revised as considers it is over
complicated and the carbon footprint of the scheme needs to be reduced

National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme
which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will
have All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.

Ashill junction has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (DMRB CD 122) taking into
account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the
A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

Yes

60

Engineering design

Considers the junction is too complicated and suggests either a simpler
design is required, or the junctions should be kept as existing.

National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme
which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will
have All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.

Ashill junction has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (DMRB CD 122) taking into
account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the
A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

Yes

61

Engineering design

Considers the junction is excessive, complex and significant in land take.
Suggests its scale will adversely impact the local environment and cut off
several large tracts of land bound by roads on all sides. Suggests a simpler
junction layout should be proposed with the same circulations but less land
take.

National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme
which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will
have All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.

Ashill junction has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (DMRB CD 122) taking into
account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the
A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

Yes

62

Engineering design

Considers the new Ashill junction should have s simpler design

National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme
which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will
have All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.

Ashill junction has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (DMRB CD 122) taking into
account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the
A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

Yes

63

Engineering design

Objects to proposals and queries the need for improvements for the Ashill
junction as it functions well currently.

National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme
which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will
have All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.

Ashill junction has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (DMRB CD 122) taking into
account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the
A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

Yes

64

Engineering design

Objects to proposals for the new Ashill junction as it is considered these
are not necessary.

National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme
which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will
have All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.

Ashill junction has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (DMRB CD 122) taking into

Yes
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account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the
A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

change? (Y/N
or N/A)

65

Engineering design

Objects to the proposals for Ashill junction as considers them overly large,
complex and inappropriate in scale given the rural area.

National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme
which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will
have All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.

Ashill junction has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (DMRB CD 122) taking into
account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the
A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

Yes

66

Engineering design

Considers the proposals excessive with a large land take and not
appropriate to support an unnecessary road scheme.

National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme
which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will
have All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.

Ashill junction has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (DMRB CD 122) taking into
account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the
A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

Yes

67

Engineering design

Considers the Ashill junction over engineered and unnecessary. Considers
the spaghetti like junction design is better suited to an urban environment
given the environmental loss and light pollution that will occur for an
unnecessary scheme.

National Highways are adopting the latest design standards for the A358 Taunton to Southfields scheme
which includes GD 300. This is part of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) and includes
requirements and advice for new and upgraded all-purpose trunk roads, covering four different levels of
provision. Specifically, the scheme is being designed as a Level 2 dual carriageway which means it will
have All-Purpose Trunk Road designation and will be accessible to agricultural vehicles.

Ashill junction has been designed in accordance with the appropriate standards (DMRB CD 122) taking into
account the traffic levels and need for the slip roads to provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the
A358 dual carriageway at high speed.

Lighting will be limited to the approaches to the Nexus 25 and Southfields roundabouts. The mainline
carriageway will not be lit. The provision of lighting on other local roads is not expected to be required
except for some limited locations at the tie-in of the new road alignment with existing local roads, or where
existing lit local roads are realigned. Further details of the approach to lighting is provided within
Environmental Statement Chapter 2 The project (Document Reference 6.2). Assessment of the impact of
lighting on the landscape is provided in Environmental Statement Chapter 7 Landscape and visual effects
(Document reference 6.2). Should the application be approved, specific lighting specification will be
discussed and agreed at the detailed design stage. The intention is to minimise any potential light spillage
into the landscape.

No

68

Engineering design

Request’'s improvements are only made from Thornfalcon traffic lights to
the next M5 roundabout. Consider the bypass for Henlade and
improvements to Southfields roundabout are also needed

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering public consultation
feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Assessment Report (Document Reference 7.6) set out the
reasons for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives. National Highways has
progressed the scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out in Environmental
Statement Chapter 3 Assessment of alternatives (Document Reference 6.2). Please refer to Chapter 2 of
this Consultation Report (Document Reference 5.1) for further information.

National Highways acknowledges the comment. The section between Thornfalcon and Southfields is
required to provide a continuous high quality dual carriageway across the strategic corridor, with safe
overtaking opportunities. This would improve journey time reliability, allowing for higher speeds and faster
connections, and improve safety by reducing accidents, for example by reducing the number of local lanes
joining the A358.

No

69

Engineering design

Requests the Ashill junction have on off slip roads

The current proposals have on and off-slip roads in each direction. For the A358 to become a high-quality,
high-performing dual carriageway, junctions along its length must provide a safe means with which to exit
or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed, complying with Design Manual for Roads and Bridges
CD 122. As such, most of the direct local road accesses have been removed and access to Mattock’s Tree
Green junction and Ashill junction are provided.

No
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Suggests Ashill Junction would not be required if the multi-use dual
carriageway specifications were applied to the project with strategic slip
roads and over bridges to maintain local connectivity.

Matter relevant
to adesign
change? (Y/N
or N/A)

Regard had to response under Section 49 of the Act

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and
those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering taking into account public
consultation feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Appraisal Assessment Report (Document
Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives.
National Highways has progressed the scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out
in Chapter 3 Assessment of alternatives of the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).
Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report for further information.

The scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies parts of
the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its users.
The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average and local councils and
business leaders agree that the scheme would help connect the South West better to neighbouring regions,
unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money
assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document reference 7.4).

The National Highways delivery plan for 2020 — 2025 confirms that we’re committed to delivering a high-
quality and high-performing dual carriageway route along the A303/A358 corridor, not an expressway or a
motorway. This represented a change to the Government's first road investment Strategy (RIS1) intention
to create a new Expressway corridor into the region, but the second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2)
revised this intention, taking into account an expressway prohibits the use of farm vehicles, and the local
area is rural in nature. As part of the scheme National Highways would permit local traffic and agricultural
traffic to join the strategic network in a safe way via a limited number of junctions.

The Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1) explains the need for the proposed development and
the reasons why the scheme put forward as part of this Development Consent Order application is the
preferred solution.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money
assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

For the A358 to become a high quality, high performing dual carriageway, junctions along its length must
provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed, complying with
Design Manual for Roads and Bridges CD 122. As such, all of the direct local road accesses have been
removed and access to the A358 is from new grade separated junctions at Mattock’s Tree Green and
Ashill.

The scheme has been designed to the standards set out in GD 300. As such, any new intermediate
junctions that are constructed as part of the scheme would need to take the form of a full grade- separated
junction similar to the one near Ashill or Mattock’s Tree Green. Factors such as the cost, value for money
and environmental impacts of this additional junction also need to be considered. A review of the amount of
traffic that would be likely to use additional junctions does not justify the costs or environmental impacts of
these junctions.

71 Engineering design

Suggests an expressway is not needed at Ashill Junction and instead
better designed acceleration and deceleration slip roads onto the existing
A358 should be included.

National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and Yes
those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering taking into account public
consultation feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Appraisal Assessment Report (Document
Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives.
National Highways has progressed the scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out
in Chapter 3 Assessment of alternatives of the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).
Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report for further information.

The scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies parts of
the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its users.
The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average and local councils and
business leaders agree that the scheme would help connect the South West better to neighbouring regions,
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unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more homes and jobs.
Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money
assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document reference 7.4).

The National Highways delivery plan for 2020 — 2025 confirms that we’re committed to delivering a high-
quality and high-performing dual carriageway route along the A303/A358 corridor, not an expressway or a
motorway. This represented a change to the Government’s first road investment Strategy (RIS 1) intention
to create a new Expressway corridor into the region, but the second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2)
revised this intention, taking into account an expressway prohibits the use of farm vehicles, and the local
area is rural in nature. As part of the scheme National Highways would permit local traffic and agricultural
traffic to join the strategic network in a safe way via a limited number of junctions.

The Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1) explains the need for the proposed development and
the reasons why the scheme put forward as part of this Development Consent Order application is the
preferred solution.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money
assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document Reference 7.4).

For the A358 to become a high quality, high performing dual carriageway, junctions along its length must
provide a safe means with which to exit or enter the A358 dual carriageway at high speed, complying with
Design Manual for Roads and Bridges CD 122. As such, all of the direct local road accesses have been
removed and access to the A358 is from new grade separated junctions at Mattock’s Tree Green and
Ashill.

The scheme has been designed to the standards set out in GD 300. As such, any new intermediate
junctions that are constructed as part of the scheme would need to take the form of a full grade- separated
junction similar to the one near Ashill or Mattock’s Tree Green. Factors such as the cost, value for money
and environmental impacts of this additional junction also need to be considered. A review of the amount of
traffic that would be likely to use additional junctions does not justify the costs or environmental impacts of
these junctions.

72 Engineering design | Considers proposals not needed if an expressway is implemented. National Highways acknowledges the range of views expressed relating to the need for the scheme and Yes
those responses received which object to the scheme going ahead in principle.

The Preferred Route Announcement made in June 2019 was made considering taking into account public
consultation feedback, and the accompanying Scheme Appraisal Assessment Report (Document
Reference 7.6) set out the reasons for the selection of a preferred route, including appraisal of alternatives.
National Highways has progressed the scheme accordingly, and the options assessment process is set out
in Chapter 3 Assessment of alternatives of the Environmental Statement (Document Reference 6.2).
Please refer to Chapter 2 of this Consultation Report for further information.

The scheme is part of the Government’s second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2), which identifies parts of
the strategic road network that need upgrading to improve safety, connectivity, and reliability for its users.
The South West's economy is under-performing compared to the UK average and local councils and
business leaders agree that the scheme would help connect the South West better to neighbouring regions,
unlocking its potential for growth and supporting plans for more homes and jobs.

Details of the economic appraisal of the scheme, which forms the basis for the value for money
assessment, are provided in the Combined Modelling and Appraisal Report (Document reference 7.4).

The National Highways delivery plan for 2020 — 2025 confirms that we’re committed to delivering a high-
quality and high-performing dual carriageway route along the A303/A358 corridor, not an expressway or a
motorway. This represented a change to the Government's first road investment Strategy (RIS 1) intention
to create a new Expressway corridor into the region, but the second Road Investment Strategy (RIS2)
revised this intention, taking into account an expressway prohibits the use of farm vehicles, and the local
area is rural in nature. As part of the scheme National Highways would permit local traffic and agricultural
traffic to join the strategic network in a safe way via a limited number of junctions.

The Case for the Scheme (Document Reference 7.1) explains the need for the proposed development and
the reasons why the scheme put forward as part of this Development Consent Order application is the
preferred solution.

Appendix Table 5.1M Summary of matters raised in relation to Q4a of the feedback questionnaire in relation to proposals for the Ashill junction and the National Highways response






